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JUNIOR PRIZEGIVINGS
Over the past few days, Waihi College celebrated the achievements of our Junior students
with the Years 7 & 8 and Years 9 & 10 Endeavour & Service Prize Giving and Academic
Prize Giving ceremonies. These events honoured students who excelled in their studies
and contributed to the school community throughout the year. A big congratulations to
everyone who walked across the stage4your hard work and dedication have paid off! We
also want to recognise all those students who gave their best this year, whether or not
they received an award. We are proud of each and every one of you. Photos from the
events are available in the School Photos section of our website. Feel free to download
and share them with friends and family. As the year comes to an end, we wish everyone a
Merry Christmas and a safe and happy New Year. We look forward to seeing you in
2025! For back-to-school dates, uniform details, and stationery lists, visit the Latest News
section or the Keeping Informed tab on our website. Thank you for a fantastic year! 



Kia ora Whanau,



Have a magical break together - we are looking forward to
seeing you back, safe and sound in 2025!

Please keep an eye on our social media pages for updates
and more!

Nga manaakitanga,
 Briar

Friday’s Colour Run was an explosion of
laughter, sunshine, and vibrant fun. The
event brought students, staff, and families
together for an afternoon filled with energy
and excitement.
From splashes of colour and sneaky water
stations, to basketball shooting challenges
and commando nets, there was something
for everyone. 

The atmosphere was alive with cheers,
smiles, and pure joy as participants
embraced the playful chaos. The Colour
Run wasn’t just about fun4it was a
Playground fundraiser and celebration of
community. A fantastic way to end the term
on a high note. With everyone coming
together, it was truly a day to remember.

Waihi College Colour Run: A Burst of Fun
in the Sun



I would like to remind students who see me
in the Nurses Clinic, please make sure you
pop in and see me before the end of the
school term, to prepare for the holiday
season. Even if you do not usually see me,
but you could use some advice or anything
else. MY DOOR IS ALWAYS OPEN.
Especially if you are leaving school after
this year. Even if you are not currently at
school because of exams etc. you can still
pop into school to see me. 

I am taking annual leave this Christmas so will not be, as available, as I usually am over
the Xmas holidays. As Benjamin Franklin said <By failing to prepare, you are preparing to
fail=.  Margie, School Nurse

BYOD IN 2025
Next Year, 2025, Waihi College will be moving to a fully BYOD model. BYOD stands for
Bring Your Own Device. Students and teachers are working more and more with digital
platforms for the distribution and completion of  work in the classroom. By students having



their own device, there is a seamless link between home and in  school learning and the
student can personalise their device to suit their own needs.
Why BYOD? 
Personalised, flexible learning ● Increased access to devices for learning activities eg
Google Drive, research,  skills practice etc ● Seamless learning between home and
school ● 24/7 anywhere/anytime access to learning  ● Preparing for the future 3 IT/
collaborative/ cloud-based tools.
What sort of device do I need? 
For most students, the most economical device is a Chromebook. Ideally the device 
would have a minimum of 4GB RAM, a minimum of 32GB and a screen that is large
enough for the student to read information on easily. All Chromebooks will have
access to Google classrooms and the Google suite where the majority of work is
completed in class.
For senior students (Year 12 and 13) who have specialised courses, they may choose  to
purchase a laptop that has higher specifications and the ability to add course related
programmes. Noel Leeming, PB Tech, The Warehouse, Harvey Norman and JB Hi-Fi are
some of the examples of retailers that  offer excellent deals for devices.
Expectations  
The device must be brought to school each day fully charged and is expected to
have a minimum charge life of 6 hours.  Students will be expected to use their own device
in class and there will be no option for borrowing a device if a student fails to bring their
device. The student will work on paper if they do not bring their device to school.
What if I am unable to purchase a device? 
Waihi College will have devices available for students to lease should they be unable to
purchase one  themselves. Students will pay a bond to lease the device for the year, they
will take the device home and use it  as their own for the year. Parents/caregivers and
students will sign a contract agreeing to maintain the  condition and return of the device
with any loss or damage charged to the student.
More Information 
Buying a device can be confusing with lots of overwhelming information. Please take a
look at this handy guide  from NetSafe NZ about buying a device and how to keep your
child safe online.
https://netsafe.org.nz/byod/ 
As the 2024 year progresses, we will continue to give you more information.
This information can also be found in the Administration & Policies tab under Our School.

https://netsafe.org.nz/byod/
https://www.waihicol.school.nz/our-school-%c2%b7-ta-matou-kura/administration-policies-%c2%b7-whakahaere-me-nga-ra-whakahirahira/


Swimming Holiday Programme -
January 2025 
We will have 4 days of swimming lessons during the summer holiday break from Monday
20th January-Thursday 23rd January 2025 and this will give you 4 x half hour lessons on
each day. To register your interest please email waihiswimmingclub@gmail.com with
swimmers names.

Regarding pricing we have got funding from the wonderful Harcourts Waihi and Waihi
Beach who have once again come forward and funded 50% of the costs - thank you
Harcourts!! The cost will be $15 per child for the 4 lessons with this generous funding.

mailto:waihiswimmingclub@gmail.com?subject=Swimming%20Enquiry


We're thrilled to offer your students a chance to experience an unforgettable
adventure this summer at Hillary Outdoors Coromandel!



Thanks to the generous support from Trust Waikato, we're able to offer eligible students
a partially funded 5-Day Holiday Action Challenge from 19 - 24 January 2025. Trust
Waikato is providing $500 per student through a Hillary Step Scholarship (HSS) for those
who demonstrate the need. Students must be from the Waikato or Coromandel regions to
be eligible.
The full cost of the programme is $1,484 (incl. GST), but with the incredible support from
Trust Waikato, eligible students will only pay $984 (incl. GST).
How to apply:

1. Register for the '5-Day Holiday Action Challenge COROMANDEL: Sunday 19
January 3 Friday 24 January 2025' programme.

2. Complete a Hillary Step Scholarship application (this can be done by the student,
parent, or teacher). Be sure to mention that you are applying for the HSS from Trust
Waikato and explain how this funding support will help.

Please note: Spaces are limited. This funding is available on a first-come, first-served
basis, so we recommend applying as soon as possible to ensure your students don't miss
out.
For more information about our Holiday Programmes, please visit our website.
We'd love to see your students join us for a life-changing experience this summer!

This article can be found on our website, under Latest News in the Keeping Informed
section and includes the links for your information.
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