
Kia ora Whanau
What a brillant week just had, with our Swimming Sports
and incredible young people, gaining house points for both
participation and competition - we certainly have some
amazing young athletes!

Big thanks to whanau who were able to come along for
some of the day, and encourage our young people.
This week we have a further opportunity to share in the
school day - with Athletics for years 9-13.  If you are able to
pop up to the field, we would love to see you!

You might be aware it is a Board election
year.  If you have a passion for our
community, want to see our school
continue to shine and support how we can
continue to grow; come and have a chat!  
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SWIMMING SPORTS
Swimming Sports yesterday was a fantastic event, filled with excitement, competition, and
plenty of house spirit. The sun was shining, creating the perfect atmosphere for a day of
racing and cheering. Students turned out in full force, proudly wearing their house colors
and supporting their friends from the sidelines. The competition was fierce, but in the end,
Amaranth claimed victory, followed closely by Empire, with Royal in third and Dominion in
fourth. Adding to the lively atmosphere, the Leos ran a refreshing Juicie stall, while the
basketball boys kept everyone fueled with a sausage sizzle.
It was a day of outstanding performances, the results are available on our website in the
Latest News section and will be listed in our Sports Newsletter and Facebook page. Well
done to everyone who participated and made the day such a success! To see all the
photos from the day, please head to our School Photos section in the Keeping Informed
tab from the main menu.

https://www.waihicol.school.nz/keeping-informed-%c2%b7-parongo/school-photos-%c2%b7-nga-whakaahua/


The Board meets monthly, and looks at
governance issues around supporting the
function of our school, and walks alongside
our Leadership Team to ensure equity and
equality of education is at the forefront of
our endeavors. You don’t have to have had
experience - and no question is a silly one
to ask - so please flick me an email, or pop
in for a chat.

As you will know, we want all students and
staff to work in a drug free environment -
and we pride ourselves at Waihi College
about being proactive about this and are so
pleased to be able to provide this.
We have used the services of a drug
detection dog team to screen our school for
dugs over the last 3 terms.

This has proven an effective deterrent, and
we will continue to do this to help provide a
safe environment for our students and staff.

For new parents and students to our
school, the process for screening is below.
Should you have any questions, please do
email them. 

The process for the drug detection team
would be:

The drug dog team would arrive on
site on a random school day

The principal would discuss the
areas of the school to be screened

The drug dog team would be
escorted around the school by
principal and/or the deputy principals
to screen the classrooms, storage
rooms, amenities and outdoor areas

If a classroom were occupied by
students, they will be asked to
vacate the room briefly so the drug
dog team is able to screen the room

The students will exit the classroom
and line up outside the classroom -
students themselves will not be
screened

Once all students are out of the
classroom, the drug dog team will
quickly screen the room 

If the dogs should show interest or
give a positive indication in any area
or item, then the drug team would
point that out to the principal/deputy
principal and we will take the
appropriate action to follow up in
accordance with school policy.

As always, I am very happy to chat through
things on top for you, and hear of the
celebrations for your young people!

Nga manaakitanga,
 Briar



REHEARSAL
SCHEDULE

Rehearsals are well underway for the
upcoming Mamma Mia and a letter will be
sent home shortly with a full rehearsal
schedule.  If you're unsure of the schedule
or have any questions, please chat to Mr
Randell, Ms Berry or Wendy

In support of Neurodiversity Celebration
Week, we are holding a Forced perspective
Photo Competition. We want you to capture
a forced perspective photo that challenges
the way we see the world. Get creative and



show us the world from your unique
perspective.  Forced perspective
photography plays with depth, angles and
illusions.  Let your imagination run wild!

Email your entries to Wendy on: 
wendys@waihicol.school.nz with
your name and house. Competition
closes at 9am on 18th March.

Do you have a handbag sitting in the
back of your closet unused and
forgotten? 

Do you want to give back to your
community and help support other
women in need?

We are accepting handbag donations for
the Love Grace Handbag appeal. Fill your
handbag with essential items like
deodorant, toothpaste, sanitary products or
even things like perfume and makeup. The
bags donated will go directly to the nearest
women’s refuge so you're supporting the
women in your community.  

LOVE GRACE HANDBAG APPEAL

The Love Grace Handbag appeal is in honour of Grace Millane.  Grace was a tourist in
New Zealand when she was tragically murdered on a tinder date. Her family started this
event in honour of her love of handbags, helping thousands of women in need focusing on
raising awareness for domestic violence. Donations are accepted from 14th February - 8th



WHANAU MEET & GREET: 20TH
MARCH
We will be holding a Whānau Meet & Greet
afternoon between 3:30pm and 6pm.  

This is an opportunity to meet the teachers
as well as have some fun and kai.  

More details to follow so keep an eye on
social media, the Latest News section of
our website and the newsletters.

SLANZA (School Library Association
New Zealand Aotearoa) 

SLANZA would like to offer students the
opportunity to design a poster for Aotearoa
School Library Week 2025 and win a $200
pressy card. 

Artwork will be used for promoting ASLW25
and on all collateral for this year.

Waihi College is excited to join School TV.
 An online platform that supports wellbeing
for schools.  School TV is a resource for

March 2025. If you're interested in giving your handbag to a new home where it will be
used and make a difference, drop it off at the Waihi College office.  And remember it's not
just a bag, it's a symbol of hope, love, empowerment and support. 



parents, caregivers and educators to better
support student wellbeing.  We will be
rolling out School TV for Waihi College
soon so keep an eye out.

DYSLEXIA CHECKLIST

ADHD: INFORMATION FOR PARENTS






