
Tēnā koutou katoa,
We are now halfway through the term, and there is still so
much happening here at Waihi College. I9m pleased to
report that our termly drug dog screening programme was
carried out recently, and our kura passed with flying
colours. This is a credit to our students, staff, and whānau
4 thank you for continuing to support a safe and positive
learning environment.

As I write this, the sound of astonishing
classical piano is drifting down the
hallways, played by one of our talented
senior students. It9s a reminder of how alive
and vibrant our spaces are 4 full of
opportunities for all kinds of skills and
talents.

Several of our winter sports codes will be
wrapping up over the next month or so,
and many of our young people will already
be looking ahead to the summer codes. I
encourage everyone to get involved in
some way 4 as a player, coach, manager,
or supporter.

We9re also excited to soon be hosting the
regional chess competition here at Waihi
College. There9s been a great response
from students keen to try their hand, and
we9re looking forward to welcoming players
from across the wider region.

This week is Maths Week, and the
competition in Years 7310 will be fierce! We
can9t wait to see our young mathematicians
in action. Meanwhile, students are also
preparing for the Common Assessment
Activities (CAA) in the second half of the
term. A reminder to all 4 look after your
brain with good nutrition, plenty of water,
and a solid night9s sleep.

A huge congratulations to our four newly
elected parent nominees for the Board of
Trustees, who will take office from
September 2025 to August 2028: Tineke
Douglas, Cat Sole-Osbourne, Gemma
Bardena, and Victoria Menary. They each
bring a wealth of wisdom, knowledge,
passion, and aroha to our kura. As you will
see, we currently have space for one more
member. We are seeking community
feedback on whether to fill this via a by-
election or by selection, for  another
member. 
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Please have your say. In my next newsletter, I will share more about our exiting Board and
the tremendous job they have done. 

Finally, it9s my pleasure to extend a warm Waihi College welcome to Mrs Toni Kayes, who
is joining us in the Year 7 & 8 space as our new Learning Support Coordinator. Nau mai,
haere mai, Toni 4 we are delighted to have you on our team.



We9re thrilled to announce that tickets for
our High-Tea fundraiser are now officially
sold out 3 thank you for your amazing
support! We can9t wait to welcome you this
Thursday at 4pm in the hall, where our
talented culinary team will be serving up a
feast of delicious treats. 

Ngā mihi maioha ki a koutou katoa.
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

MUSIC
The concert band is very excited about our new initiative to combine our musicians with
the Katikati College concert band. We are performing at the ITM Hamilton festival on the
22 August.

Also, the junior rock band will be performing again this year at the Smokefree Bandquest
competition in Hamilton on the 28 August followed by a visit from the Auckland Boys9 choir
who will be singing with the rock band at assembly on Friday 2.20pm the 29 August. More
information to follow and parents will be invited to attend. Don9t miss this opportunity.

WELCOME TO OUR STUDENTS FROM
TAIWAN
We9re delighted to welcome the Taiwanese students who arrived at Waihi College Monday
morning, following a warm and heartfelt appreciation dinner at Waihi Academy on
Saturday night. The students treated their teachers, staff, and host families to a beautiful
performance, and the Waihi Kapa Haka Rōpū, Te Ara Poutama 3 who have spent the past
nine days sharing their knowledge of Waihi College and New Zealand 3 also wowed the
audience with an incredible performance. We9re so pleased to have our new friends here
and look forward to sharing the next few weeks with them.

HIGH TEA FUNDRAISER



It9s going to be a wonderful afternoon, and
we9re so excited to see everyone who
secured their spot there!

A reminder that we have FREE PERIOD
PRODUCTS available in the Student
Centre. These are for our students to take
home, not just an emergency supply at
school. They are allowed to take whatever
they need for use at home and can top up
before the holidays too.
If your child feels a bit shy, feel free to pop
in to collect products for them.

Chess Regionals - Tuesday 26th August. 
Waihi College is hosting a Chess Competition with many surrounding schools.  We now
have enough sign ups and wish everyone luck who's entering.  It's going to be a great
day!

FREE PERIOD PRODUCTS

UNIFORM REMINDER
Please remember to wear the correct uniform.  Now that it is colder, we are seeing a lot of
non uniform pants/trousers.  These are not allowed.  We have Waihi College sports



We have a large quantity of unnamed
school uniform in the Student Centre. 

If your child has told you that their uniform
was stolen, it is a good idea to get them to
check lost property. They are usually just
too scared to tell their parents that they lost
it.  If it is named, the Student Centre does
an amazing job of reuniting it with the
correct student.  Unnamed uniform items
however, sit with us for a term or two then
are put into the second hand uniform area.

Most of the clothes in this photo are just
from one week!

trackpants and Waihi College trousers available from the Uniform Shop available for
purchase.

LOST PROPERTY

STUDENT ABSENCES



We have several ways that you can let us
know that your child/children will be absent
from school. Our parent portal now has the
option <Notify Absence=. Please let us know
if you need help accessing the parent
portal.

Alternatively, you can ring the student
centre from 8.30am or the front office from
8am 07 863 8349 or txt 021 830 055. If we
have not heard from a caregiver by 10am
then we will send a txt message and email
to parents/caregivers.

Bella Paulsen is working on another
exhibition after the success of last year's
event in Waihi. I had a chat with Bella and
got some details from her to see what she
may have in store. "Briar, Dorette and I
have been planning the exhibition since the
beginning of the year." It will be opening at
the end of November, running through to
the start of February and held at Waihi
Museum. 

Its focus is on education in Waihi,
partnering with each school in the area. 

Please contact us every day that your child is absent unless you have told us in advance
that they will be away for more than one day. If your child has an appointment, please tell
us what type of appointment it is e.g. Doctor, dentist
etc as this affects the code we use.

UPCOMING EXHIBITION WITH BELLA
PAULSEN

Each school is in charge of their display to present their school's history. "I will be making
an overall display for the centre to present a timeline of education over the last 100 years."
There will also be a small interactive activity and a video of local identities sharing their
stories and memories. "I haven't started making any posters yet, but over these next few
weeks and the holidays, I'll make up some resources, and then I can send them out to all
the schools".

TAIWAN FUNDRAISER



Waihi College BYOD
A reminder that Waihi College is a BYOD school for all students in Year 7-13. BYOD
stands for Bring
Your Own Device. Students can bring any device from laptop, chromebook, tablet or ipad.
The
8phones away for the day9 policy means that cell phones are not suitable for use in class
time.
Students need to bring their devices to school every day and fully charged.
Devices are available to hire from the school. Please ask at the front office for the
paperwork or get
your student to pick up a form from the student centre. Finance options are available.



BOARD OF TRUSTEES

SCHOOL TOURS & OPEN DAY
OPEN AFTERNOON: Thursday 11th September, 3.00-6.00pm
An opportunity for parents and whanau of current Year 7&8 students as well as Year 6
students and whanau to visit the Year 7&8 classrooms, where students will be presenting
information about different cultures who live in our local area.
 
ENROLMENT FORMS DUE: Friday 12th September
The early return of enrolment forms will ensure that the Waihi College team have plenty of
time to organise the 2025 program. Please return all completed enrolment forms to the
front office at your Primary School.
 
SCHOOL TOUR: Friday 31st October, 9.00-11.20am



This is an opportunity for all students who have enrolled to visit Waihi College and see
how our school works. Parents are welcome to join their child on this tour.
 
PARENT INFORMATION MEETING: Thursday 6th November, 5.15-6.15pm
Parents are welcome to visit the Year 7&8 area of the school and find out how the
program works. It is a chance to meet the teachers, see the waka environment and ask
questions.

GO WES CAMERON!



Congratulations to ex - Waihi College
student Wes Cameron who has been
selected to represent New Zealand in the
Boxing World Championship in September
in the UK.
Here is the link to his give a little page if
you wish to contribute to his
cause. https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/help-
wes-get-to-world-champsLet9s Back Wes!!!

We wish all our
AIMS Games
students are
wonderful
tournament. More
details will be
shared in our
Sports Newsletters

AIMS GAMES

https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/help-wes-get-to-world-champs?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExMnZiT2QxQU9ZdHZGZEdCTAEeNu6ZRPbp59RQECJxPfNlhdlJCwsHf-SSmq--wwMeGHDqREsjFJWq7XJFzVo_aem_x50E-bUfedYjd_CQhccsew
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/help-wes-get-to-world-champs?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExMnZiT2QxQU9ZdHZGZEdCTAEeNu6ZRPbp59RQECJxPfNlhdlJCwsHf-SSmq--wwMeGHDqREsjFJWq7XJFzVo_aem_x50E-bUfedYjd_CQhccsew




Waihi Wow Them - Streetwear fashion
parade. Seeking models, girls, guys, all
sizes shapes, a love for fashion. Backstage
set artists, makeup/hair and model co-
ordinators also wanted. Talent scouts may
be among us so be warned. 

Performances are also welcome dance,
music. What are you in for: A springtime
fashion catwalk experience showcasing all
that main street Waihi has to offer as well
as our local fashion design talent. 3-4
rehearsals, a show in mid October date
TBA, Maybe some freebies. 

Let's get behind our local retailers, have
some fun putting outfits together and
represent! Contact Nina 021611730,
nina.mcduff@outlook.com.

WOW THEM WAIHI



This newsletter can also be found on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz

under Keeping Informed on the main menu.


