
Tēnā koutou katoa e te whānau o Waihi College,
As I look around our kura, I am constantly reminded of the
strength, resilience and potential in our young people. 
In my recent kōrero to our Year 9313 students, I spoke
about life being like captaining a ship. The sea is not
always calm 3 waves of challenge and storms of pressure
rise up. But, like our great navigator Kupe, who faced the
vast ocean with courage and determination, it is grit, mahi
and character that carry us through to calmer waters. We
don’t have to be the fastest, the strongest, or the cleverest.
What matters is showing up, holding the wheel steady, and
keeping faith in the journey ahead.

Community Thanks and Celebrations

Daffodil Day: A huge thank you to
our school community for your
generosity and spirit. Together, we
raised a whopping $900 towards the
Cancer Society 3 an epic cause that
touches so many of our whānau.
Your kindness and manaakitanga
shine through.

Board of Trustees Representation:
We express our heartfelt thanks to
Moana, who has been a passionate
and dedicated student
representative on our Board. She
has carried the voices and values of
our students with pride. We now
warmly welcome Stuart Hartley into
this role for the coming year. The
Board are excited to work with you,
Stuart, as you continue this
important mahi.

Upcoming Events 3 Nau mai, haere mai!
We have some wonderful opportunities for
our community to come together:

Spring Concert 3 a celebration of
talent, creativity, and the vibrancy of
our students. All are welcome 3
come and be inspired!

Head Shave for Leukaemia 3 an act
of courage and solidarity from our
students, raising funds for a cause
close to many hearts. Your presence
and support mean so much

 Global Connections
We send our very best wishes to our
students heading off to Taiwan this Friday
on a cultural exchange, and to those
travelling to Japan next week to visit with
our sister and brother schools. These
journeys embody kotahitanga and
whanaungatanga 3 building bridges across
cultures, learning, and sharing who we are
as a community of Waihi.

A huge thank you and well done to
everyone who supported and took part in
our recent Maths Mind competitions.As
expected, it was a little bit chaotic 3 but in
the best way possible 3 and it was fantastic
to see so many students getting involved
and having fun with Maths.
A special acknowledgement to our senior
students who assisted with marking and
scoring on the day. They did a fantastic job
helping everything run smoothly.

Year 9 Maths Mind Champions:
Bradley Crowe, Callum Morgan,
Chirawat Upex, and Ryan Fletcher.

Year 10 Maths Mind Champions:
Donna-Bella Paul, Hineira Pio-
Ainsley, and Paige Samkin.

Congratulations to all of our champions
and to everyone who took part.Ka pai!
On Thursday August 14th four Year 9
students and four Year 10 students also
travelled to Aquinas College to represent
our school at the Bay of Plenty Maths Mind
competition. Whilst unfortunately we didn’t
come away with any prizes all students
involved gave it their all and can be proud
of their efforts. These students were:

Year 9: Chirawat Upex, Reuben Carey,
Kate Goodwin, Brooklyn Archer

Year 10: Elijah Cornes, Eli Townsend, Alex
Townsend, Thomas Carson

Well done to everyone who took part in our
recent chess competition! It was wonderful
to see so many students getting involved,
especially some of our younger players
from the community. A big thank you to
Power Chess for setting up such a great
event. Congratulations to all who took part
4you’ve made us proud!

Our secondary teachers will be taking
strike action over the coming weeks to
stand up for better resourcing, teacher
supply, and the needs of our rangatahi.
This included a full day strike on 20
August 2025, and the upcoming partial
strikes by year level from 15–18
September. 

We know this will cause some disruption
and appreciate your understanding and
support as our teachers work to secure the
best future for education in Aotearoa.

A reminder that we have FREE PERIOD
PRODUCTS available in the Student
Centre. These are for our students to take
home, not just an emergency supply at
school. They are allowed to take whatever
they need for use at home and can top up
before the holidays too.

If your child feels a bit shy, feel free to pop
in to collect products for them.

The time has come to think about what
students have served their school or
community (in a voluntary/unpaid basis),
who deserve recognition.  This can be from
service in areas such as Hall Tech, helping
at events after hours, Leo's Club, reffing,
coaching, student council, service to
marae, teaching kapa haka, service to the
arts and much more.  Please email us at
wendys@waihicol.school.nz if you, or a
student you know, deserves recognition.  
They will be awarded a certificate at our
Service Prizegiving in Term 4.

We are pleased to announce that the
application period for the annual Ayusa
Winter Camp in Japan 2026 is now open!
The camp will take place from January 6 to
18, 2026 in Tokyo, Japan. This two-week
program is designed to foster global
awareness, personal growth, and
intercultural understanding through a
dynamic and immersive experience in
Japan. To support teachers, families and
students in learning more, we would also
like to invite you to schedule a
personalized online information session
with us. These sessions will provide a
detailed overview of the itinerary, activities,
learning objectives, accommodation, and
the step-by-step application process. We
believe that clear and comprehensive
information helps make the best decisions.

This week on School TV you can explore
how the role of fathers have changed
drastically over the centuries and the
positive impact they can have on a child's
mental health.
https://waihicol.nz.schooltv.me/
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That message feels especially important right now, as our students head into derived
grade exams and common assessment activities. Our wise wellbeing leader, Ben,
reminded us: <Exams test knowledge, but not who you are as a person.= I encourage all
our rangatahi to give their very best, knowing that this in itself is enough. Your character,
kindness, and courage will always matter more than a grade on paper.

As we navigate the weeks ahead, may we all remember: the grind is real, but the rewards
are greater. Like Kupe, may we steer our waka with courage, with determination, and with
faith in the journey.He waka eke noa – we are all in this waka together.

Ngā manaakitanga,
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

Partial Strikes – 15–18 September
From 9am to 3.15pm each day, PPTA members will not be able to teach, instruct, or
supervise students in the following year levels:

Monday 15 Sept – Years 12 & 13 All year 12 and 13 students will stay at home
unless completing a derived grade exam (Year 12 English 9am, Year 13 English
1pm)

Tuesday 16 Sept – Year 11 - Year 11 stay at home (students attending Trades,
PCTI Food and Beverage or Gateway will still attend these courses)

Wednesday 17 Sept – Year 10 Year 10 stay at home

Thursday  18 Sept – Year 9 Year 9 stay at home

MATHS MIND COMPETITIONS

Also big thanks to Miss Morley’s Year 10 Literacy class that did a sterling job helping out
with the Year 7 and 8 competitions. One final special mention to Luke Stephens and
Connor Peters for their technical assistance with both of the school competitions.

Level 1, 2 and 3, getting into the bush
Since the end of last term nearly 60 students from Levels 1, 2 and 3 have been learning in
and about te ngahere o Aotearoa. (NZ bush) Our Level 1 is very much an introduction to
getting amongst it; what to expect, what to wear and take and some basic risk
management. Level 2, a little more technical in terms of navigation, weather forecasting,
technical gear, cooking and a more technical route. Level 3 students plan their own
overnight trip and as well as refining their understanding of risk management, they are
expected to gain and share understanding and empathy with the place they are in through
relevant or local storytelling. Even though the in-class learning theory can be tough at
times, it is always such a buzz to get into wild places with our students. A 10 minute chat
with a student whilst walking along a bush track is a rare treasure. Our Year 12s and 13s
have completed their tramping for the year with the Year 11's setting off for their final
tramp and overnight camp assessment this week. Congratulations to all the students who
pushed themselves outside their own comfort zones and remain open minded to the
natural world; what we can gain from it, and how we can give back.

Checkmate! A Fantastic Chess
Competition

JUNIOR ROCK BAND - SMOKEFREE
ROCK QUEST
The Junior Rock band headed to Hamilton this week and rocked up a storm.  They really
stepped it up and brought lots of energy! Very courageous getting up there and performing
on a big stage in front of a large audience. Well done boys. Extra shout out to Jimmi
Randell who was awarded Best Keyboarder of the Day.

STRIKE ACTION

Please see a copy of the letter emailed home to all caregivers recently regarding the
upcoming strike. Should you have any questions, please contact us as on
principal@waihicol.school.nz or reception@waihicol.school.nz

Spirit Day Extravaganza! 
Usually Spirit Days run over two days, but this year it’s all happening in ONE epic day 4
Friday 19th September. Don’t worry though, we’re still packing in just as much fun, energy,
and action! For Dress Up Day, the theme is EXTRAVAGANZA 4 pick a letter from the
word and dress up as something that starts with it. The bigger, bolder, and brighter, the
better. Let’s make this one-day Spirit Day unforgettable!

Shave for a Cure & Spring Concert
On Tuesday 16th September, we’re combining the amazing Head Shave with our much-
loved Spring Concert. If you would like to do the shave or ponytail chop, pop your name
on the Sign up sheet outside Jess and Wendy's office, or head to
www.shaveforacure.co.nz/join/WaihiCollege248 . Let’s make this year’s event bigger
and better than ever! More details about the concert will come out later, but look forward to
a night of giving, music, fun and food.

TERTIARY INFORMATION EVENING:
3rd SEPTEMBER @ 5.30PM

SERVICE RECOGNITIONS

SCHOOL TOURS & OPEN DAY
OPEN AFTERNOON: Thursday 11th September, 3.00-6.00pm
An opportunity for parents and whanau of current Year 7&8 students as well as Year 6
students and whanau to visit the Year 7&8 classrooms, where students will be presenting
information about different cultures who live in our local area.
 
ENROLMENT FORMS DUE: Friday 12th September
The early return of enrolment forms will ensure that the Waihi College team have plenty of
time to organise the 2025 program. Please return all completed enrolment forms to the
front office at your Primary School.
 
SCHOOL TOUR: Friday 31st October, 9.00-11.20am
This is an opportunity for all students who have enrolled to visit Waihi College and see
how our school works. Parents are welcome to join their child on this tour.
 
PARENT INFORMATION MEETING: Thursday 6th November, 5.15-6.15pm
Parents are welcome to visit the Year 7&8 area of the school and find out how the
program works. It is a chance to meet the teachers, see the waka environment and ask
questions.

Ayusa Winter Camp in Japan 2026

Find out more about the Ayusa Winter Camp in Japan on our website in the Latest News
section under Keeping Informed.

SCHOOL TV

This newsletter can also be found on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz

under Keeping Informed on the main menu.
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