
Tēnā koutou e te whānau,

At Waihi College we often remind our rangatahi that what

truly defines them is not their grades, achievements, or

reputation — but the way they treat others. A powerful

message we’ve shared recently with our Year 9–13

students is this:

How you treat people is who you are.

Through the lens of manaakitanga, this idea carries deep

weight. Manaakitanga is about showing respect, care, and

generosity of spirit. It is not always easy to do. Sometimes

it requires patience, effort, and courage to notice someone,

to listen, to offer encouragement. But those daily choices

are what reveal our character — as 

individuals, and as a school.
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We were so thrilled at the end of last term, to receive the invitation to send eight of our

juniors to Rainbows End, with Bluelight and our local Police, in recognition of their

amazing efforts and showcasing our values on a daily basis - well done to you all! We are

very proud of you.

Supporting our Seniors



For our Year 11–13 students, the next four weeks are their final weeks of school-based

learning for the year. This is a critical time that will ask for perseverance, self-discipline,

and focus.

But as we reminded them at assembly, success at Waihi College is not measured only in

exam results or credits gained. It is also measured in how our young people walk

alongside each other — checking in on a mate who might be struggling, encouraging

someone who feels overwhelmed, and ensuring no one feels left behind.

This is manaakitanga in action, and it is what makes our kura strong.

A Collective Challenge

To all of our students, staff, and whānau, my challenge is simple: let us be known as a

community where people are valued not by what they own or achieve, but by how they

treat others.

When we act with kindness, respect, and care — especially in the hard moments — we

show who we really are. Together, we can create an environment where every student

feels seen, supported, and uplifted.

Kia kaha, kia māia, kia manawanui.T ogether, let us live manaakitanga in all we do.

Ngā manaakitanga,

Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

Spirit Day Extravaganza! 
Spirit Day 2025 didn’t disappoint! Even though it ran for just one day this year, it was a

magical occasion full of energy, fun, and school pride. The participation was fantastic, with

students coming together to celebrate and honour those we remember through our Spirit

Day tradition.

​We also had all our usual fun—amazing games, activities all over the school, the famous

lip-sync, the breakfast relay, and so much more. A brilliant day of laughter, spirit, and

memories!  Massive congrats to Royal for taking out the Spirit Day win this year, and to

Stuart Hartly and Sam Bjerring for winning the Jodi Alsdorf Shield for most Senior Spirit

and Freya Cannell for taking home the Emilie Silberer cup for Junior Spirit.



A letter went home over the weekend

with important information regarding

our seniors.  Please see a copy

below.  If you have any questions, please

get in touch with Ms Howell via email

on joh@waihicol.school.nz or by phone on

07 863 8349:

We are approaching the last few weeks of

timetabled classes for students who are in

Year 11-13. The senior prize giving will take

place on the 30th October and, after that,

there will be no more timetabled lessons

for senior students as the NCEA

examinations begin. Please read through

the information below to find out about the

organisation for these last few weeks:

1. Subject Selection 2026

Students in Year 11 and 12 will complete

subject selection on Thursday 9th

October in the school hall. All students will

complete this even if they are leaving Waihi

College at the end of the year. We will

complete their exit interview at the same

Students in Year 11 and 12 will need to

wear school uniform (no jackets or

jerseys as it gets very hot in the hall).

Year 13 students need to wear formal

dress.

For students who are receiving a placing in

class (2nd or 3rd) or an endeavour award,

these will be presented during

the Endeavour and Service Prize Giving

assembly on Wednesday 29th

October which will be held in the school

hall at 12.15pm. Service awards will also

be presented during this assembly as well

as the House Trophy. Parents, whānau and

caregivers are welcome to attend this prize

giving if they would like to.

3. Sports Awards

The Winter Sports Prize Giving assembly

will take place on Tuesday 28th October at

9am. The Sports Awards Dinner and

Special Prizes will be the following day,

Wednesday 29th October at the Waihi
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time.

2. Senior Academic Prize Giving and

Graduation

I would like to take the opportunity to invite

all parents, whānau, friends and

community members to the Senior Prize

Giving on Thursday 3o October at 6pm in

the Waihi College school hall. During the

prize giving we will celebrate the learning

achievements of students who have gained

a 1st in class award, 1st in Year award,

scholarships, student leader positions and

the prizes for special character. Students in

Year 13 who are graduating will also be

presented with their certificates.

If your student is receiving an award for

this prize giving, or if they are involved in

the Year 13 Graduation, you will receive an

email from me in the next few weeks.

Students will be expected to be in school at

5.40pm so that they can be seated at

5.50pm for the 6pm start.

Year 13 will go straight to the hall

Year 12 will meet in B9 with Mr Budgen

(Kaiarahi)

Year 11 will meet in B8 with Whaea Tracy

(Kaiarahi)

Beach RSA from 5.30pm

4. Art Exhibition and Cultural Prize

Giving

An opportunity to see some of the amazing

talents that we have at Waihi College will

take place on Tuesday 28th October. This

will include performances in music, art,

photography, kapa haka and culinary arts

as well as awards for each of these

disciplines. The Art and Photography

Exhibition will take place in the Senior Hub

from 4.00pm through the 5.45pm. The

performances and awards will start in

the school hall from 6.00pm.

5. Study Leave

All students in Year 11-13 are eligible for

study leave from Friday 31st October.

This means that students will not be

required to attend school unless they are

completing an NCEA examination

(timetable for exams is attached to this

email). The senior hub will be open

from Monday 3rd November for students

to study for their exams or to complete

internal assessments that are still

outstanding. Students who are attending

school will need to be wearing school

uniform (Year 11 and 12)

6. Leavers Breakfast and Last day of School (Year 13 only)

On the morning of Thursday 30th October, we will host the traditional Year 13 Leavers

Breakfast in the school hall. This will start promptly at 8.00am. Following the breakfast all

Year 13 students are invited to attend a final Year 13 trip to Tauranga completing a range

of activities together. Students will leave after the breakfast and return to school by 3pm.

Students will go in school transport and are not permitted to take their own vehicles. You

will receive a permission slip and more information about this trip from Mrs Morley soon.

There will be no timetabled lessons for Year 13 on this day.

A reminder that students are not permitted to complete pranks. Over the last few years

students have been very respectful of this and it has ensured a pleasant last day for

everyone.

Yours faithfully,

Ms Joanne Howell

WAIHI COLLEGE COLOUR RUN - IT'S

BACK!!



We are so excited to be hosting the Waihi

College Colour Run again this year! Last

year’s event was a huge success — we

raised money towards the playground and

had an absolute blast doing it.  It was the

perfect way for our juniors to finish up the

school year. This year’s Colour Run will be

held on Friday, 5th December, and we’re

welcoming all our juniors (as well as any

seniors who have left but would like to

come back and join the fun). 

Parents and community members who’d

like to help out on the day are warmly

invited to get in touch with Wendy at

wendys@waihicol.school.nz. 

Sign up brochures will be given to Ako teachers to hand out in the next few days, or pop in

and see me (Wendy) for more information.  Like last year, there are amazing prizes up for

grabs for our top fundraisers! To sign up, head to www.funrun.co.nz, click “Student Sign

Up” to create your fundraising page, then share your unique link with friends and family

through social media, text, and email. Get ready for colour, laughter, and community spirit

— it’s going to be another fantastic day! 

YEAR 10 CAMP

Year 10 parents, please check your emails for information RE Camp!

The camp will be held from Monday the 1st of December finishing on Thursday 4th

December.

 

The main purpose of the camp is for students to experience kiwi camping and be self-

sufficient. This will mean that students will be planning and cooking their own meals for the

duration of the camp.  This will include breakfast, lunch and dinner. The planning will be

done at school but will require them to communicate with their group as well as their

caregivers.

 

We also aim to build positive relationships whilst working in challenging outdoor beach

activities.  The students will be staying at Opoutere Beach Camping Ground, and possible

activities they may be participating in include mountain biking, kayaking, beach activities,

paddle boarding, team building, fishing and more.

 

At this stage we are looking to get an idea on how many students will be attending camp

this year so we can start the initial planning staged of the camp. If you could please fill in

the google form, it would be very much appreciated.

https://forms.gle/TTRDpPpskdnbCtYk9  

YEAR 7 END OF YEAR TRIP

Our Year 7 students are looking forward to their end-of-year trip to Sapphire Springs on

Wednesday, December 3rd. Please note that the required permission newsletters were

sent home at the start of the week, and we need you to return these promptly. We are also
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actively seeking parent helpers to assist with transport, please fill out the relevant section

on the form if you can help. Finally, all trip payments must be submitted to the office by

Friday, December 14th; please contact your child's homeroom teacher if you have any

questions.

SCHOOL TOURS & OPEN DAY

SCHOOL TOUR: Friday 31st October, 9.00-11.20am

This is an opportunity for all students who have enrolled to visit Waihi College and see

how our school works. Parents are welcome to join their child on this tour.

 

PARENT INFORMATION MEETING: Thursday 6th November, 5.15-6.15pm

Parents are welcome to visit the Year 7&8 area of the school and find out how the

program works. It is a chance to meet the teachers, see the waka environment and ask

questions.



Don't forget to check out what's happening

this week on School TV.  This week's

Special Report is all about World Mental

Health Day, coming up on 10th October.

https://waihicol.nz.schooltv.me/

SCHOOL TV





TEACHING YOUR TEEN TO DRIVE?

Are you teaching your teen to drive or have a young driver in the family?

This popular workshop is designed to help parents and caregivers support their children

through the learning-to-drive process. Research shows that teens become safer drivers

when their parents are involved and set clear boundaries. The Driver Coach program aims

to give you the tools you need for this important journey.

During this 1-hour workshop, you’ll learn from a License Tester:

How the teenage brain works and the best approach to road safety education.

The difference between instructing and coaching your child.

Core safety issues for young drivers.

How to understand the graduated licensing system.

Tips for choosing a safe vehicle (explaining ANCAP stars).

This is a completely free session with no obligation. It's an excellent chance to get expert

advice and support.  Register here:  https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/1560691723959

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.eventbrite.co.nz_e_1560691723959&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=vlN27GwkgODz5gozDKOjGE6X3IsYn3-9HmFs6IiEeHg&m=s7WFBKel4hfY3c1Ho8xh4RlVclL6tXpUM8vpRDO5Sh8OlBs9gzPX3wmtguSD2i40&s=ji4Ltp_Uz0bct4IhsDKzY7stbgi3mtcmxVJHxvWrf-I&e=


This newsletter can also be found on our website: 

www.waihicol.school.nz

under Keeping Informed on the main menu.


