
Kia ora e te whānau,
As we move into the final stretch of the school year, our
kura is buzzing with energy and anticipation. Over the
coming weeks, we have a range of exciting events —
prizegivings, student leadership announcements, study
leave, exams, and celebrations of all kinds. It’s an
incredibly busy time, and one where the values we hold
dear at Waihi College truly come to life — especially
manaakitanga.

Kia ora e te whānau o Waihi College, 

I am writing to provide a definitive and
important update regarding the industrial
action that will affect our kura this week,
following the PPTA Te Wehengarua
executive decision this past weekend. 
The results of the strike ballot showed a
strong mandate from members, and the
PPTA executive has confirmed that the
planned rostering home action will
proceed. 

This action involves all members covered
by the Secondary Teachers' Collective
Agreement and the Area School Teachers'
Collective Agreement. It is important to
note that the rostering home action is
accompanied by a ban on relief cover for
PPTA members. This means we will be
unable to staff these classes and students
in the affected year levels must remain at
home. 

As a result, we will not have sufficient
teaching staff to ensure their safety and
provide instruction and thus we suggest all
students in the affected year levels to
remain at home on their designated day.
The school will remain open for all other
year levels who are not rostered home on
those days. 

We understand that this action is
disruptive, and we appreciate your need to
plan ahead. 

Please be aware that the PPTA has also
confirmed further strike action in the
coming weeks. We will finalise and share
the specific details and the impact on the
kura for these future dates with you early
next week. 

Don't forget you can stay up to date with
Public Holidays, Prizegivings dates, term
dates, TOD's, ACCORD Days and more by
visiting our Portal.  The Portal can be found
on the top menu of our website.  

This term we have Labour Day on the
27th October and an ACCORD Day on
14th November.  

A letter went home recently with
important information regarding our
seniors.  Please see a copy below.  If
you have any questions, please get in
touch with Ms Howell via email
on joh@waihicol.school.nz or by phone on
07 863 8349:
We are approaching the last few weeks of
timetabled classes for students who are in
Year 11-13. The senior prize giving will take
place on the 30th October and, after that,
there will be no more timetabled lessons
for senior students as the NCEA
examinations begin. Please read through
the information below to find out about the
organisation for these last few weeks:

1. Subject Selection 2026
Students in Year 11 and 12 will complete
subject selection on Thursday 9th
October in the school hall. All students will
complete this even if they are leaving Waihi
College at the end of the year. We will
complete their exit interview at the same
time.

2. Senior Academic Prize Giving and
Graduation
I would like to take the opportunity to invite
all parents, whānau, friends and
community members to the Senior Prize
Giving on Thursday 3o October at 6pm in
the Waihi College school hall. During the
prize giving we will celebrate the learning
achievements of students who have gained
a 1st in class award, 1st in Year award,
scholarships, student leader positions and
the prizes for special character. Students in
Year 13 who are graduating will also be
presented with their certificates.
If your student is receiving an award for
this prize giving, or if they are involved in
the Year 13 Graduation, you will receive an
email from me in the next few weeks.
Students will be expected to be in school at
5.40pm so that they can be seated at
5.50pm for the 6pm start.

Year 13 will go straight to the hall
Year 12 will meet in B9 with Mr Budgen
(Kaiarahi)
Year 11 will meet in B8 with Whaea Tracy
(Kaiarahi)

Students in Year 11 and 12 will need to
wear school uniform (no jackets or
jerseys as it gets very hot in the hall).
Year 13 students need to wear formal
dress.
For students who are receiving a placing in
class (2nd or 3rd) or an endeavour award,
these will be presented during
the Endeavour and Service Prize Giving
assembly on Wednesday 29th
October which will be held in the school
hall at 12.15pm. Service awards will also
be presented during this assembly as well
as the House Trophy. Parents, whānau and
caregivers are welcome to attend this prize
giving if they would like to.

3. Sports Awards
The Winter Sports Prize Giving assembly
will take place on Tuesday 28th October at
9am. The Sports Awards Dinner and
Special Prizes will be the following day,
Wednesday 29th October at the Waihi
Beach RSA from 5.30pm

4. Art Exhibition and Cultural Prize
Giving
An opportunity to see some of the amazing
talents that we have at Waihi College will
take place on Tuesday 28th October. This
will include performances in music, art,
photography, kapa haka and culinary arts
as well as awards for each of these
disciplines. The Art and Photography
Exhibition will take place in the Senior Hub
from 4.00pm through the 5.45pm. The
performances and awards will start in
the school hall from 6.00pm.

5. Study Leave
All students in Year 11-13 are eligible for
study leave from Friday 31st October.
This means that students will not be
required to attend school unless they are
completing an NCEA examination
(timetable for exams is attached to this
email). The senior hub will be open
from Monday 3rd November for students
to study for their exams or to complete
internal assessments that are still
outstanding. Students who are attending
school will need to be wearing school
uniform (Year 11 and 12)

FREE PERIOD
PRODUCTS

Don't forget we have FREE period
products here at school. 

On Wednesday 22nd at first lunch, we will
have a stall outside Margie's office with a
ton of product to give away.  You can take
enough for everyone at home too. Stock
up before the holidays!

Last month, 11 of our Kapa Haka students
had an amazing 10-day cultural trip to
Southern Taiwan. The students visited
seven schools, including National
Chaochou Senior High School and Jhong
Jheng Senior High School, where we
signed a new sister school deal. They
performed and shared our culture, making
many local friends and being treated like
superstars! The students also got a real
taste of Taiwanese life by staying with host
families.
Key moments included a powerful
performance for the chief of the Paiwan
tribe and visiting the Taiwan Indigenous
Peoples Cultural Park. We had a great time
exploring the huge Dream Plaza mall and
busy night markets. They even learned to
make moon cakes and bubble tea! The trip
ended with a spectacular Appreciation
Night featuring dragon dances.

We are so excited to be hosting the Waihi
College Colour Run again this year! Last
year’s event was a huge success — we
raised money towards the playground and
had an absolute blast doing it.  It was the
perfect way for our juniors to finish up the
school year. This year’s Colour Run will be
held on Friday, 5th December, and we’re
welcoming all our juniors (as well as any
seniors who have left but would like to
come back and join the fun). 

Parents and community members who’d
like to help out on the day are warmly
invited to get in touch with Wendy at
wendys@waihicol.school.nz. 

It was a pleasure spending two days last
week with my Level 3 Outdoor Education
class on our final trip of the year. 

I was so impressed with the organisation
and preparation, done entirely by them.
 The choice of route, hut and evening
summit walk (Thanks Luke) was a perfect
trip to end the year. Three summits this
year; Mt Pirongia, Mt Te Aroha and Mt
Baldy. The crazy wind and views ranked
Baldy as the #1 for me. 

All the best team and Keep Getting
Outdoors!

We have the following college entries next
Thursday for Interschool Ag day:

Patience Mears and Emily Wharry
(lambs) Ella Van der Hulst, Maia Goodwin,
Josiah de Ocampo, Poppy Young, Travis
Feathererstone and Luke (calves) 

Good luck to you all and have fun!!

Don't forget to check out what's happening
this week on School TV.  

https://waihicol.nz.schooltv.me/
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The Heart of Manaakitanga
Manaakitanga is about caring for and uplifting one another. It’s the small, thoughtful
actions that make a big difference — offering encouragement, showing respect, checking
in on someone who looks a bit down, or helping out without being asked.
In times of stress or pressure, those small moments of kindness can mean everything.
They’re what hold our school community together. A great example of this can be seen in
the video <The Power of Kindness= — a reminder that genuine acts of care can ripple
outwards, changing not just one person’s day, but the tone of an entire community.

Manaakitanga in Action at Waihi College
We see this spirit alive every day through the wonderful initiatives led by our students:

The Leo Club, who continue to give back through service projects and community
events.

Keep Waihi Beautiful, showing kaitiakitanga by caring for our environment and
inspiring others to do the same.

Peer supporters and student leaders, who reach out to ensure that every student
feels supported and included.

And countless others who, through quiet kindness and generosity, make our kura a
place of belonging.

These young people remind us that leadership is not about titles — it’s about service,
compassion, and integrity.

Relationships and Reconnection
As we celebrate achievements and prepare for transitions, it’s also a time to reflect on the
relationships we hold. Friendships formed here can last a lifetime — if we nurture them.
And sometimes, part of that nurturing means keeping short accounts: not holding
grudges, mending fences, and choosing to reconnect when we can.
Life has a funny way of bringing people back into our paths. Welcoming someone with
warmth and open arms always feels better than ignoring the past. That’s manaakitanga
too — grace, forgiveness, and aroha in action.

Looking Ahead
Please keep an eye on our school calendar — the next few weeks are filled with
opportunities to connect and celebrate as a community. We’d love to see our whānau and
community members join us at upcoming events, from prizegivings and assemblies to our
various end-of-year activities. Your presence and support make these moments even
more special for our students.

In Closing
As we enter this busy, sometimes stressful time, let’s all hold fast to manaakitanga —
kindness, empathy, and connection. Whether at school, home, or out in the community,
those values are what make Waihi College the special place it is.
Thank you for your continued support, encouragement, and partnership. Together, through
manaakitanga, we grow stronger as a kura and as a community.

Ngā manaakitanga,
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

PPTA STRIKE ACTION
This letter was sent home yesterday, via email, to all caregivers (as always, a copy
can be found on our website in the Latest News section).

Confirmed Partial Strikes: Rostering Home (Week of 13 October) 
Teachers who are PPTA members are unable to teach specific year levels on
different days this week as follows: 

Tuesday, 14 October: Year 7 and Year 9

Wednesday, 15 October: Year 8 and Year 10

Thursday, 16 October: Year 11 and

Year 12 Friday, 17 October: Year 13

Our staff remain deeply committed to the learning, wellbeing, and success of all our
students, and we appreciate the ongoing partnership we have with our community. 
Ngã mihi nui for your patience and aroha for our kura as we navigate these times. 
Ngā manaakitanga, 
Briar Carden-Scott

THIS TERM: PUBLIC HOLIDAY AND
ACCORD DAY

If you need help logging into the Portal, contact us at reception@waihicol.school.nz or on
07 863 8349.

6. Leavers Breakfast and Last day of School (Year 13 only)
On the morning of Thursday 30th October, we will host the traditional Year 13 Leavers
Breakfast in the school hall. This will start promptly at 8.00am. Following the breakfast all
Year 13 students are invited to attend a final Year 13 trip to Tauranga completing a range
of activities together. Students will leave after the breakfast and return to school by 3pm.
Students will go in school transport and are not permitted to take their own vehicles. You
will receive a permission slip and more information about this trip from Mrs Morley soon.
There will be no timetabled lessons for Year 13 on this day.

A reminder that students are not permitted to complete pranks. Over the last few years
students have been very respectful of this and it has ensured a pleasant last day for
everyone.

Yours faithfully,
Ms Joanne Howell

Kapa Haka Stars Shine in Taiwan

A massive thank you to Matua Ngawehe and Whaea TeAwhi, the students' families, and
our sponsors, Oceana Gold Waihi and Split Set Mining Systems, and all who assisted with
fundraising, for making this unforgettable trip happen. Our students were fantastic
ambassadors for Waihi College!

WAIHI COLLEGE COLOUR RUN - IT'S
BACK!!

Sign up brochures will be given to Ako teachers to hand out in the next few days, or pop in
and see me (Wendy) for more information.  Like last year, there are amazing prizes up for
grabs for our top fundraisers! To sign up, head to www.funrun.co.nz, click <Student Sign
Up= to create your fundraising page, then share your unique link with friends and family
through social media, text, and email. Get ready for colour, laughter, and community spirit
— it’s going to be another fantastic day! 

Level 3 Outdoor Education

SCHOOL TOURS & OPEN DAY
SCHOOL TOUR: Friday 31st October, 9.00-11.20am
This is an opportunity for all students who have enrolled to visit Waihi College and see
how our school works. Parents are welcome to join their child on this tour.
 
PARENT INFORMATION MEETING: Thursday 6th November, 5.15-6.15pm
Parents are welcome to visit the Year 7&8 area of the school and find out how the
program works. It is a chance to meet the teachers, see the waka environment and ask
questions.

YEAR 12&13 LEADERSHIP CAMP

SCHOOL TV

TEACHING YOUR TEEN TO DRIVE?
Are you teaching your teen to drive or have a young driver in the family?
This popular workshop is designed to help parents and caregivers support their children
through the learning-to-drive process. Research shows that teens become safer drivers
when their parents are involved and set clear boundaries. The Driver Coach program aims
to give you the tools you need for this important journey.
During this 1-hour workshop, you’ll learn from a License Tester:

How the teenage brain works and the best approach to road safety education.

The difference between instructing and coaching your child.

Core safety issues for young drivers.

How to understand the graduated licensing system.

Tips for choosing a safe vehicle (explaining ANCAP stars).

This is a completely free session with no obligation. It's an excellent chance to get expert
advice and support.  Register here:  https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/1560691723959

This newsletter can also be found on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz

under Keeping Informed on the main menu.
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