
Kia ora e te whānau o Waihi College,
It has been another full and positive week across our
kura, with many opportunities for our young people to
connect, participate, and challenge themselves.

Celebrating Success

Congratulations to all students and staff for a fantastic
Swimming Sports Day last week. It was wonderful to
see so many students enthusiastically supporting their
houses, competing with pride, and contributing
valuable points. The energy, encouragement, and
house spirit on display made the day a real
celebration of participation and community.
A special thank you also goes to our Year 8 teachers
and the parents who supported the recent Year 8
camp at Maratoto. It was an epic few days for our
youngest students, filled with learning, challenge, and
connection in the outdoors. Experiences like this help
build confidence, resilience, and strong friendships.
It was particularly special to see our Year 13 students
stepping into leadership roles, providing fantastic
tuakana3teina support and guiding our younger
students throughout the camp. Their leadership and
care for our Year 8 students truly reflect the values we
want to see across our kura.

Learning Beyond the Classroom

Education Outside the Classroom (EOTC)
opportunities continue to be an important part of
learning at Waihi College. These experiences provide
powerful opportunities for students to grow, connect
with others, and develop new skills.
As always, these events rely on a number of factors
including weather conditions and external
circumstances. At times plans may need to change at
short notice, so please keep an eye on school
communications, newsletters, and emails from staff
for updates. Your flexibility and understanding help
ensure we can continue to provide these opportunities
safely.

CHANGE OF
BANK DETAILS
Please check that you've updated our kura bank
account details.

Should you have any questions, please contact the
office on 07 863 8349 to discuss payment options.

Help us support our local
community with our
upcoming Food Drive and
Mufti Day!
Instead of bringing a gold coin, we’re asking students
to bring a can or any non-perishable food item like
pasta, tinned tuna or tomatoes, cereals etc
From Monday 23rd March, Waihī College will be a
community drop-off point, where donations from the
community can be placed in the Student Centre or at
the Front Office.
On Tuesday 31st March, we will be holding a Mufti
Day. This is when students can bring their non-
perishable item to school and hand it to their Ako
teacher in the morning instead of a gold coin
donation.

Thirty-six Waihi College students were invited onsite
for our annual Careers Day, gaining firsthand insights
into the diverse range of professions within the mining
sector and the necessary training
to get there.
In partnership with Alton Drilling, students heard from
team members at our Moresby office working across
accounting, environmental management, projects,
community development, human resources, and
geology. From there, the group headed behind the
gates to meet with our tradespeople and an
underground service crew member, each a former
Waihi College student themselves. 

Hearing directly from people who once sat in the
same classrooms helped bring these career pathways
to life.
<The opportunity for students to explore future
positions within a company that employs more than
560 people locally is incredibly valuable= said
Community Development Advisor Phil Salmon.
Students were also introduced to the Mining Skills
Development Course. Those selected for the
programme will have the opportunity to build practical
skills in areas such as manual driving, working at
heights, and visiting the underground mine
environment to better understand what
working onsite involves.

Last week, Te Arawa Waka (Year 8's) went on camp
for 3 days, 2 nights to the beautiful Maratoto Valley.
The weather played its part, scorching hot during the
day and freezing cold during the night and early
mornings. Our tamariki were challenged by long walks
through streams and mud puddles. 

They enjoyed swims in the river, playing camp games,
eating crickets and sitting around the camp fire. A
huge thank you to the teachers, parents and of course
Mr Tait's Year 13 Outdoor Education class who came
along to support our ākonga.

PARENT TEACHER
INTERVIEWS: 14TH MAY
Whānau, please pop this one in your calendars:
Parent3Teacher Interviews will be held next term on
14 May, from 2.00pm to 6.00pm. 

This is a valuable opportunity to connect, celebrate
progress, and talk together about goals and next
steps for our rangatahi. Our online booking form will
be available soon, so keep an eye out for that 4 but
for now, please save the date. 

Waihi College is currently working on a very special
project 3 building our digitised archives through the
library link on our website. In 2023/2024, our hall
underwent a significant upgrade. The project included
a full repaint, the installation of a beautiful Matariki
constellation feature, refreshed values posters, and
new electronic blinds.
As part of this upgrade, the historic photographs that
once lined the hall were carefully removed. Many
were beginning to fade, and we had reached capacity
for displaying new additions quite some time ago. 

We’re encouraging all students and caregivers to
download the SchoolBridge app 4 your new first port
of call for all things school-related.  

Mark absences in seconds  

Check notices and updates  

Stay in the loop wherever you are

Getting started is easy:

STEP1:  download the Schoolbridge App
Either scan the QR code or download via App Store
or Google Play
STEP 2: Sign in with your school registered email
For caregivers, this is the email address you used
when enrolling your student and for students, it is your
school email address. If you are unsure, use the
8Request a Magic Sign-in Code9 option
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Sport at Waihi College
Sport is also well underway for the year, with many
trials and team selection processes currently taking
place across a range of codes. It is great to see so
many students putting themselves forward and giving
things a go.
We are always grateful for the ongoing support of
whānau in helping make sport accessible for our
young people, whether that is through transport,
encouragement, or time given to support teams and
events.

Whānau and Community
Partnerships
Strong relationships with whānau and our wider
community remain central to everything we do. When
schools, families, and communities work together, our
young people thrive.
Over the coming months we look forward to
continuing to connect with whānau through events,
celebrations of learning, and opportunities to share
the progress of our students. Your support,
encouragement, and partnership play a vital role in
the success of our rangatahi.

Looking Ahead
As the year unfolds there will be many exciting
events, learning opportunities, and celebrations
across the school. I encourage our community to stay
connected through our newsletters and school
communications so you can share in the journey
alongside our students.
Thank you for the continued support you give to Waihi
College. Together we are building a school where
every young person feels valued, supported, and
inspired to achieve their goals.

Ngā mihi nui,
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

Our old school account
is due to close at the
end of this month, 
so please update ASAP

Saint Patrick's Day

Celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day on 17th March by
coming to school in green, yellow, or rainbow colours!
Students may wear mufti with a gold coin donation.
We’ll also be holding a bake sale on the day. If you’d
like to help out, feel free to bake something and bring
it to the Student Centre. All money raised will go
towards protecting our very own Hollis Bush! 
Get involved, have fun, and support a great cause!

All food collected will be donated to local food banks
to help support families in need.
Thank you for helping us make a difference in our
community!
Waihi College Student Leadership team :) 

You’re invited to celebrate 50
years of Waihī College as a
year 7-13 school: 18th March

This year marks 50 years since Waihī College
welcomed Form 1 and 2 students 4 now our Year 7
and 8 ākonga 4 becoming the full college our
community knows and loves today. We warmly invite
past staff, former students, whānau and community
members to join us for a Jubilee Morning Tea: 18th
March, 10am in the Waihī College staffroom

Come and reconnect and share stories over a cuppa.
It’s a chance to celebrate the people, the memories,
and the generations who have shaped our kura over
the past 50 years.

We would love to see you there.

Waihi College Students
Explore Career Pathways in
Mining

YEAR 8 CAMP

We look forward to welcoming you in and continuing
to work in partnership for the success of every
student.

Air Sculptures songwriting
workshop with Liam Ryan

Any students keen to do some song writing?  Join
Liam's class on 18th & 25th March in the Waihi
theatre. See Mr Randell for details

DIGITIZED ARCHIVING

These treasured images are now being thoughtfully
archived by our librarian, Mrs Sutton. Digital archiving
is a detailed and time-intensive process, and it will
take some time to complete, however, we’re proud to
be undertaking this step so we can honour the stories,
faces and milestones that have shaped our kura over
the years.

How can you help? We would love to hear from
anyone in our community who may have historic
Waihi College photos they’d be willing to loan us. We
will digitise them and return the originals to you, with
the goal of making our archives as rich and
comprehensive as possible. Please get in touch with
Wendy at wendys@waihicol.school.nz

Together, we can preserve and celebrate the history
of Waihi College for generations to come.

Head Students &
Sports Honors Board:
Community Support to
help preserve our
history
As part of our ongoing work to update and preserve
the history of our kura, we are hoping to fill a small but
important gap in our records.

We are currently seeking the names of our Head
Students for 1974 and 1975 so we can complete our
beautiful new Head Students Board, which will be
proudly displayed in the school hall. If you’re able to
help us fill in these missing details, we would love to
hear from you. Please get in touch with Wendy at
wendys@waihicol.school.nz.

We are also welcoming support for the creation of our
new Head Students and Sports Honours Boards. If
you or your whānau are interested in sponsoring one
of these special pieces of our school’s history, please
let us know at wendys@waihicol.school.nz 4 we
would be truly grateful for any contribution that helps
bring this project to life.  

Massive thanks to Mary Carmine who has already
stepped forward and kindly donated some funds

towards this important project! Ngā mihi nui Mary.

SCHOOL BRIDGE APP:
Stay connected. Stay
informed. Keep it simple

It’s quick, convenient, and we’ll be adding even more
features as we go. Jump on board today and make
school communication smoother for everyone!

This newsletter can also be found
on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz
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https://opac.waihicol.school.nz/WHC00/#!dashboard
mailto:wendys@waihicol.school.nz

