
Tēnā koutou e te whānau o Waihi College,
As we move through the term, it has been wonderful
to see the energy, commitment, and pride our
students continue to show in their learning and in the
life of our kura. Our assemblies remain an important
time where we come together as a community to
reflect on our values and the kind of environment we
want to create for everyone who walks through our
gates.

 Another important topic we have been discussing with
students is online safety. The digital world brings
many opportunities for learning and connection, but it
also presents challenges for young people. Some
online spaces expose students to content that is not
appropriate for their age or wellbeing.
We encourage whānau to continue having open
conversations at home about what young people are
accessing online and how they are interacting in
digital spaces. Supporting rangatahi to make safe and
respectful choices online is something we can do best
when school and whānau work together.
Next term, we are planning to hold a whānau
workshop focused on online safety and supporting
young people in the digital world. This will be an
opportunity for parents and caregivers to learn about
current online trends, share concerns, and explore
practical strategies for supporting our rangatahi. More
information about this session will be shared soon.

On a more visible and exciting note, we have recently
begun a beautification project for our school
gardens and outdoor spaces. Our goal is to create
a fresh, welcoming, and inspiring environment that
reflects the pride we have in our kura. These spaces
will support learning, wellbeing, and connection with
the natural environment, and we look forward to
seeing them develop over the coming months. Watch
this space as the project grows 4 we are excited
about the difference it will make for our students and
our community.

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support of
Waihi College and the young people we serve
together. When whānau, staff, and students work in
partnership, we create the strong foundation our
rangatahi need to flourish.

CHANGE OF
BANK DETAILS
Please check that you've updated our kura bank
account details.

Should you have any questions, please contact the
office on 07 863 8349 to discuss payment options.

The Student Centre will be relocating to Amanda
Cook's office from Monday 23 March while
renovations are taking place.  You can still reach us
as usual via text, email or phone. 

We should be back to normal in the first week of term
two but will keep you posted.

A big thank you to everyone who got behind our St
Patrick’s Day celebrations. We managed to raise
$541!! The school was full of colour, with students
dressing in green and gold or bright rainbow colours
to represent St Pats and the pot of gold at the end of
the rainbow. Students supported the day through a
gold coin mufti donation and a bake sale on the quad
at lunchtime, which created a great buzz around the
school. and sold out in minutes!!!

Well done to our student leaders for organising such a
fun and positive event, led by Reese Neame, our
Leader of Service for 2026. It was a fantastic day with
great participation and school spirit from our whole
community.  All money raised is going towards
preserving our much loved Hollis Bush.

Help us support our local
community with our
upcoming Food Drive and
Mufti Day!
Instead of bringing a gold coin, we’re asking students
to bring a can or any non-perishable food item like
pasta, tinned tuna or tomatoes, cereals etc
From Monday 23rd March, Waihī College will be a
community drop-off point, where donations from the
community can be placed in the Student Centre or at
the Front Office.
On Tuesday 31st March, we will be holding a Mufti
Day. This is when students can bring their non-
perishable item to school and hand it to their Ako
teacher in the morning instead of a gold coin
donation.

PARENT TEACHER
INTERVIEWS: 14TH MAY
Whānau, please pop this one in your calendars:
Parent3Teacher Interviews will be held next term on
14 May, from 2.00pm to 6.00pm. 

This is a valuable opportunity to connect, celebrate
progress, and talk together about goals and next
steps for our rangatahi. Our online booking form will
be available soon, so keep an eye out for that 4 but
for now, please save the date. 

Congratulations to the talented students who have
been selected for our upcoming school production,
Revenge of the Amazons! We’re thrilled to announce
the cast and can’t wait to see these performers bring
the stage to life.

Well done to everyone who auditioned! Please come
and see Miss Berry at first break in the drama room
today.This is shaping up to be an amazing production
4congratulations, everyone. It’s going to be an
awesome play and more details will follow!

 Cast:
Hippolyta 3 Isla Menary
Theseus 3 Luke Stephens
Hermia 3 Shaniah Manawat
Helena 3 Ana Whatarau
Lysander 3 James Flanagan
Demetrius 3 Stuart Hartley
Egeus 3 Mr Phil Davison
Barbara 3 Daria Galey
Georgina 3 Aysheia Domasing
Shulamith 3 Joshua Urlich

Shona 3 Jess Frohlich
Jo 3 Ella Troughton
Angela 3 Jazmine Jones
Titania 3 Anakah Lewis
Oberon 3 Daniel Te Rire McNeil
Puck 3 Tessa Menary
Peaseblossom 3 Paolo Mancia

Our magical fairy troupe: Beau Wilson, Samuel
Davison, Noah Lindsay, Xavier Motley, and Jackson
Van Etten

Crew:
We will also have an amazing behind the scenes crew
(some say - doing the real work!).
Alexis Hughes - Stage Manager
Levi Lindsay - Stage Hand
Stella Shave - Green Room
Reece Neame - Green Room
Noah Menary - Tech

Cade Tucker - Music
Kendall Tacon - Hair and Make up
Skylar McIssac - Hair and Make up
 Zara Clare - Front of House

If you would like to be involved, chat with Mr Berry,
Wendy or Alexis!

Amazing Science &
Engineering
Opportunities
Interested in exploring a future in science or
engineering? There are two fantastic upcoming
opportunities for students 4 one focused on
experiencing engineering and another for those
curious about studying marine science. If this sounds
like you, have a chat with Ms Clare about getting
involved. She’s hoping to take a van to both events,
so please let her know if you’re interested. It’s a great
chance to learn more about these exciting pathways.

Waihi College is currently working on a very special
project 3 building our digitised archives through the
library link on our website. In 2023/2024, our hall
underwent a significant upgrade. The project included
a full repaint, the installation of a beautiful Matariki
constellation feature, refreshed values posters, and
new electronic blinds.
As part of this upgrade, the historic photographs that
once lined the hall were carefully removed. Many
were beginning to fade, and we had reached capacity
for displaying new additions quite some time ago. 

Ngā mihi nui to our amazing sponsors! A huge thank
you to our incredible local businesses for supporting
our Waka Ama 2026 nationals journey and helping get
our boys to the start line. We’re so grateful to have
received $500 worth of prizes from our generous
sponsors 4 your support means a lot to our team and
our wider school community.  

We’re encouraging all students and caregivers to
download the SchoolBridge app 4 your new first port
of call for all things school-related.  

Mark absences in seconds  

Check notices and updates  

Stay in the loop wherever you are

Getting started is easy:

STEP1:  download the Schoolbridge App
Either scan the QR code or download via App Store
or Google Play
STEP 2: Sign in with your school registered email
For caregivers, this is the email address you used
when enrolling your student and for students, it is your
school email address. If you are unsure, use the
8Request a Magic Sign-in Code9 option

Our lost property collection at the Student Centre is
always growing! If your child is missing a sweatshirt,
jacket, drink bottle, or any other item, it’s well worth
popping in to have a quick look. You might be
surprised what turns up.

Items are kept at the Student Centre for about a term
before they are donated, so we encourage students
and parents to check in regularly if something has
gone missing. When items are clearly named, we’re
able to return them directly to the student 4 which
makes a big difference.

ISSUE 5 2026  

 At our recent assembly, we spoke about kotahitanga
4 unity and belonging 4 and what this looks like in
action at Waihi College. One of the messages we
shared with students is that identity is complex and
powerful. Each of our rangatahi carries many parts of
who they are: their culture, their experiences, their
passions, their whānau, and the dreams they hold for
the future. Sometimes the world only sees a small
part of a person, but here at our kura we work hard to
ensure every student feels seen, respected, and
valued for the full person they are becoming. I
finished the assembly with a short message I would
also like to share with you as our wider community:

Closing Message
Before we finish, I want you to remember three things.
First 4 you matter.
Second 4 you belong here at Waihi College.
And third 4 you are more than the labels people
give you.
The world might only see the curtain…but behind that
curtain is your full story 4 your culture, your
strengths, your dreams, and the person you are
becoming.
So stand tall in who you are.
And make sure the people around you feel that same
sense of belonging.
Because when every person in this kura feels seen,
valued, and respected 4
that is kotahitanga in action.

Ngā mihi nui,
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

BOARD NEWS

Waihi College Board of Trustees Community
Report – Reflections on 2025
From the Presiding Member
Tēnā koutou katoa,
As we reflect on the 2025 school year, the Board of
Trustees is proud to share the many ways our
community has continued to support the learning,
wellbeing, and success of the young people of Waihi
College.

Strength in Community
Partnerships
One of the enduring strengths of Waihi College is the
close relationship we share with our wider community.
In particular, we acknowledge the longstanding
partnership with OceanaGold. For more than three
decades, this partnership has created meaningful
opportunities for our students.
Through their support of academic scholarships, the
Mining Skills Development Programme, and
internships for former Waihi College students
undertaking tertiary study, OceanaGold continues to
invest in the futures of our young people. It is
particularly significant that over 20% of OceanaGold’s
workforce are former Waihi College students. This
reflects the powerful impact that strong community
relationships can have in opening pathways from
school into employment and further education.

Leadership and Stewardship
The Board recognises the outstanding leadership
shown across the school during 2025. Our leadership
and pastoral teams have worked tirelessly alongside
our principal to support students, staff, and whānau.
Their work often takes place quietly behind the
scenes, navigating complex challenges while keeping
student wellbeing and achievement at the centre of
decision-making.
We would like to acknowledge our principal, Briar,
whose resilience, creativity, and commitment have
continued to guide the school through a rapidly
evolving education landscape. Her leadership,
alongside the wider team, ensures Waihi College
remains focused on delivering the best possible
outcomes for our learners.

Board Governance and Service
2025 also saw important transitions within the Board
of Trustees. We extend our sincere thanks to outgoing
board members Scott, Matthew, Logan, Dot, and
Moana for their dedication and service to the school
community.
At the same time, we warmly welcome new board
members Gemma, Victoria, Tracey, and Ian, and
thank Cat for committing to another three-year term.
Board members serve our community through
governance, working closely with the leadership team
to ensure the school remains aligned with its mission
and vision while responding effectively to new
challenges.

Recognising Our Teachers
Our teachers remain the heart of Waihi College. In a
time when the teaching profession faces significant
pressures, our staff continue to demonstrate
dedication, professionalism, and deep care for the
young people they serve.
Every day they inspire curiosity, challenge thinking,
and nurture the potential of each student. The Board
is deeply grateful for the commitment they bring to
their classrooms and to the wider life of the school.

Thank You to Our Whānau
We also acknowledge the essential role played by
parents and whānau. Your support, encouragement,
and partnership with the school make a meaningful
difference in the lives of our students. Education is
always strongest when schools and families work
together.

Looking Ahead
As we look towards the future, the Board remains
optimistic about the direction of Waihi College. Our
school is in a strong position, supported by a
committed staff, engaged students, and a community
that values education.
We recognise that new challenges will continue to
emerge 4 whether through funding pressures,
curriculum developments, or wider changes in the
education sector. However, by working together as a
community, we remain confident in our ability to
respond thoughtfully and positively.
Our focus remains clear: ensuring the success,
wellbeing, and belonging of every student at Waihi
College.
Ngā mihi nui to everyone who contributes to making
Waihi College the vibrant and supportive learning
community it is today. Together, we continue to shape
a strong future for our students.
Ngā mihi nui,Tineke Iversen
Waihi College Board of Trustees

Our old school account
is due to close at the
end of this month, 
so please update ASAP

STUDENT CENTRE:
TEMPORARY
RELOCATION

Saint Patrick's Day

All food collected will be donated to local food banks
to help support families in need.
Thank you for helping us make a difference in our
community!
Waihi College Student Leadership team :) 

You’re invited to celebrate 50
years of Waihī College as a
year 7-13 school: 18th March

This year marks 50 years since Waihī College
welcomed Form 1 and 2 students 4 now our Year 7
and 8 ākonga 4 becoming the full college our
community knows and loves today. We warmly invite
past staff, former students, whānau and community
members to join us for a Jubilee Morning Tea: 18th
March, 10am in the Waihī College staffroom

Come and reconnect and share stories over a cuppa.
It’s a chance to celebrate the people, the memories,
and the generations who have shaped our kura over
the past 50 years.

We would love to see you there.

We look forward to welcoming you in and continuing
to work in partnership for the success of every
student.

Air Sculptures songwriting
workshop with Liam Ryan

Any students keen to do some song writing?  Join
Liam's class on 18th & 25th March in the Waihi
theatre. See Mr Randell for details

REVENGE OF THE
AMAZONS

Ngā mihi nui to our 2026 House Leaders!
Part of the selection took place during our Senior
Leadership Camp, with the final decisions confirmed
yesterday following our first major sports event of the
year 3 Athletics. It’s been wonderful to see the energy,
encouragement and positive spirit already shining
through. Congratulations to each of you. We’re proud
of the way you’re stepping up to support hauora in our
kura and lead by example across our school
community in 2026.

Empire: Lachy Osborne-Sole, Dakota Cardie, Sam
Cornes & Zoe Walton
Amaranth: Asha Davies-Young, Ben Paulsen,
Celeste Rush & Jack Unsworth
Dominion: Shaniah Manawat, Nikora MacCalman,
Kendall Tacon & Ella Troughton
Royal: Isla Menary, Zoe-Beth Naisby, Luke Stephens
& Jessica Yeh

DIGITIZED ARCHIVING

These treasured images are now being thoughtfully
archived by our librarian, Mrs Sutton. Digital archiving
is a detailed and time-intensive process, and it will
take some time to complete, however, we’re proud to
be undertaking this step so we can honour the stories,
faces and milestones that have shaped our kura over
the years.

How can you help? We would love to hear from
anyone in our community who may have historic
Waihi College photos they’d be willing to loan us. We
will digitise them and return the originals to you, with
the goal of making our archives as rich and
comprehensive as possible. Please get in touch with
Wendy at wendys@waihicol.school.nz

Together, we can preserve and celebrate the history
of Waihi College for generations to come.

Head Students &
Sports Honours Board:
Community Support to
help preserve our
history
We are welcoming support for the creation of our new
Head Students and Sports Honours Boards. If you or
your whānau are interested in sponsoring one of
these special pieces of our school’s history, please let
us know at wendys@waihicol.school.nz 4 we would
be truly grateful for any contribution that helps bring
this project to life.  
Massive thanks to Mary Carmine who has already
stepped forward and kindly donated some funds

towards this important project! Ngā mihi nui Mary.

MASSIVE THANKS TO
OUR WAKA AMA
SPONSORS!

Big thanks to Hayz Collective, Bargains N More,
Sassy Sadie, Waihi Sports & Cycles, Diamonds on
Seddon, Farm Source Waihi, and 100% Waihi for
getting in behind our boys. We truly appreciate your
backing 4 it makes a real difference!

SCHOOL BRIDGE APP:
Stay connected. Stay
informed. Keep it simple

It’s quick, convenient, and we’ll be adding even more
features as we go. Jump on board today and make
school communication smoother for everyone!

Quite often, items that seem to have <disappeared=
have simply been misplaced during a busy school
day, so a quick visit to lost property can solve the
mystery. Adding a name to clothing and belongings
also helps us reunite items with their owners much
more quickly.
Thanks for helping us return as many items as
possible to their rightful homes!

This newsletter can also be found
on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz
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