
Kia ora e te whānau,
As we move through the term, I continue to be inspired by the strength, care,
and connection that sits at the heart of our kura.

At the end of this week, we send our very best wishes to Mrs Nikki Maddren
as she begins her maternity leave. Nikki, we are so excited for you and your
whānau as you prepare to welcome your precious pēpi into the world. Thank
you for all that you give to our kura 4 we look forward to meeting your new
addition in due course.

While Mrs Maddren is on leave, we warmly welcome Mrs Angela Edwards and
Mrs Carlene Dillimore into that space. Angela will take over the Year 7 Kaitiaki
role and Carlene will cover the teaching side. Angela and Carlene bring a
wealth of experience and genuine commitment to supporting our young
people, and we know they will be a wonderful presence for our students.

You may not always see it, but behind the scenes we have a dedicated team
of kaiako who meet regularly to think proactively about how we support our
students 4 academically, socially, and in how we grow as people. This
includes how we behave, how we relate to one another, and how we uphold
the mana of every individual in our kura. I want to acknowledge these staff
who work tirelessly to understand our rangatahi and respond in ways that are
respectful, restorative, and centred on growth. This mahi matters deeply.

It was also a real highlight this week to welcome a group of ex-students from
196931972 back into our school. Walking alongside them as they shared their
memories, while we showcased our current learning spaces, was a nostalgic
and special experience. It9s a reminder that Waihi College holds a lifelong
connection for many in our community 4 something I know many of your own
whānau can relate to.

Moments like this always leave me wondering: what will the memories of our
current students look and feel like in 50 years9 time? My hope is that they
remember a place where they were truly known 4 where we wrapped around
them when things were tough, celebrated them when they succeeded, and
helped them develop a deep sense of tūrangawaewae 4 a place where they
belong.

I am always curious about how we can continue to grow as a kura. What are
the things we cannot leave to chance? What matters most for our young
people and our community? I would genuinely value hearing your thoughts.
Please feel free to reach out to me at principal@waihicol.school.nz.

As you know, our Board of Trustees for 2026 consist of: our Presiding
Member, Tineke Iverson, our Parent Representatives Victoria Menary, Gemma
Barden, Cat Sole and Karyn Williams, our Staff Representative Tracy Te
Wake, and our Student Representative, Stuart Hartley.

It will be great to get to know them all better and support their visions for our
kura. 

Here at Waihi College, we treat vaping and smoking as a health issue, and
keep up to date with national and local stats. 
We offer health based programs to help beat addiction, and have our lovely
school nurse, Margie, available to consult with you and your young person, if
this should be of help to you.

The 2025 ASH Year 10 Snapshot Survey highlights a significant decline in
youth vaping across Aotearoa New Zealand, although rates at Waihi College
remain notably higher than the national average.

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS: 
14TH MAY FROM 2PM-6PM

On 14th May, we will be holding parent/whānau and teacher interviews from
2pm through to 6pm.  This is a chance for you to discuss your child's progress
over the year to date.  

Teachers will be located in learning hubs around the school and you can meet
with them using the booking system via school interviews.  

We encourage you to meet with the teacher and the student together. 

This term is the first testing window for the new Ministry of Education SMART
(Student Monitoring, Assessment & Reporting Tool) assessment tool to take
place. SMART assesses a students reading, writing and mathematics using a
digital platform.  The information gathered from the assessments will inform
teaching and also be used to generate achievement reports for 2026.

The following image has some additional information about the SMART tool.
You can also access a practice test that will give you an idea of what the
assessment is like (SMART practice tool).

The test will be completed in school time in English and Mathematics lesson
times:

STICKERS FOR SPORTS GEAR!!
 We are collecting Yummy stickers to raise funds for sports year. Get your
sticker sheet from your ako teacher and start collecting now!

Rehearsals are under way and it's shaping up to be an amazing play.  

We will keep you informed as we getting closer to ticket selling time!  They will
be through Humanitix as per and we will have adult and concession prices, as
well as a food stall

Keep an eye on socials, our newsletter and our website to stay informed.

Join us for Pūrākai of Matariki - A Journey
Through Kai: 26th July

Our talented Year 12 and 13 hospitality students will be serving a beautiful
meal, with each course celebrating a star from Matariki. Stay tuned for more
details4this is a night you won't want to miss!

We9re looking forward to our 2026 Cross Country event 4 always a great day
filled with energy, participation, and plenty of good spirit. This is a compulsory
event for students in Years 7310, and optional for those in Years 11313. It9s a
fantastic opportunity for students to challenge themselves, support one
another, and get involved in a positive, active day.

Whānau and community members are warmly welcome to come along and
support 4 it9s always great to have a crowd cheering our students on.
For more details, please check out the programme here.

Step 1: Go to 40HOUR.ORG.NZ or scan the QR code.

Step 2: Click "I AM A PARTICIPANT"

Step 3: Create your own personal page, set a goal and join the Waihi College
team page.

Step 4: Share with friends and whanau to get your first life-changing
donation. 

This year, our Head Students are working alongside our Year 8 Leaders to
make this fundraiser better than ever 4 a great example of leadership and
service across our kura.

Tertiary Providers Important Dates
for May 2026

We have several German girls 
arriving in July that would love to be hosted with families that have

horses
 

Can you help?
 

You Receive Weekly Payments for Hosting!
 
INTERESTED?
Contact: Magdeleen 021 0277 8120 or
magdeleeng@waihicol.school.nz

We9re incredibly grateful for the generosity already shown as we begin
creating our new Head Students and Sports Honours Boards 3 special pieces
that will celebrate the achievements and legacy of our kura for years to come.
A heartfelt thank you to  Margaret-Ellen Pipe and Mary Carmine for their kind
donations towards this project. 

We9re encouraging all students and caregivers to download the SchoolBridge
app 4 your new first port of call for all things school-related.  

Mark absences in seconds  

Check notices and updates  

Stay in the loop wherever you are

Getting started is easy:

STEP1:  download the Schoolbridge App
Either scan the QR code or download via App Store or Google Play
STEP 2: Sign in with your school registered email
For caregivers, this is the email address you used when enrolling your student
and for students, it is your school email address. If you are unsure, use the
8Request a Magic Sign-in Code9 option

ATTENDANCE MATTERS

For more information about why attendance matters, please check out the
handy PDF, recently shared by Amanda Cook, found on our website in the
Latest News section.

If you have any questions about attendance, please get in touch with us. You
can email  Amanda at amandac@waihicol.school.nz or contact Susan in the
Student Cetnre at susant@waihicol.school.nz.  

ISSUE 10 2026  

Ngā mihi nui,
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

In 2025, Waihī College achieved an 80% pass rate for 
NCEA Levels 2 and 3, exceeding the national average 
by almost 10%. Outstanding!

MEET OUR BOARD OF
TRUSTEES
Over the next few weeks, we9re excited to introduce you to our amazing Board
of Trustees by sharing a little about each of them and the passion they bring to
our kura.

ASH YEAR 10 SNAPSHOT
SURVEY 2025

Summary of Findings
National Trends:

Vaping Declines: Daily vaping dropped from 8.7% in 2024 to
7.1% in 2025. Regular vaping also saw a statistically significant
decrease, continuing a four-year downward trend from its 20.2%
peak in 2021 to 11.2% in 2025.

Smoking Stability: Daily smoking remains low and stable at
1.1%. The percentage of students who have never smoked
increased to 89.4%.

Demographics: Māori students continue to report the highest
prevalence of daily vaping (16.5%), though they also experienced
a significant decrease from 20.9% in 2024. Across all groups,
girls reported higher vaping rates than boys.

Waihi College Specifics (2025):

High Prevalence: Approximately 36.9% of Year 10 students at
Waihi College have tried vaping,.

Daily and Regular Use: Daily vaping at the school is 18.8%,

Historical Context: While the school's "ever tried" rate has
dropped significantly from 62.2% in 2024, the daily use rate of
18.8% remains elevated compared to historical school levels prior
to 2023.

Next Steps and Recommendations
Based on the survey results and accompanying guidance, the following
actions are recommended:

Utilise Educational Resources: School leadership and staff should
refer to specialized platforms like Tuturu.org.nz and Vapefree Schools
for resources on managing vaping within the school environment.

Engage Support Services: The school is encouraged to contact local
Stop Smoking Services to provide targeted support for students who
may be nicotine-dependent.

Targeted Prevention: Given that girls and Māori students nationally
show higher prevalence, prevention and support programs should be
culturally responsive and inclusive of gender-specific trends.

Community Awareness: Communicate to the school community that while
vaping is a tool to help adult smokers quit, it is not safe for young people or
those who have never smoked.

Prior to the interview day, you will receive an engagement report that
teachers have completed to show how engaged your child is in their learning. 
This might help you to prioritise which teachers to book in to see. There are 3
ways to book an interview slot:
1.  Go to his link:  https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code/3wpy2
2.  Use your phone's camera app to book in using this QR code.
3.  Call Sue in the front office 078638349 who can help you to make the
booking over the phone

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
ABOUT OUR UPCOMING BALL

This letter was emailed home to all caregivers of our Year 11, 12 and 13
students recently. We also spoke about it directly with our seniors at a special
Ball meeting.

Kia ora koutou,
We9re looking forward to celebrating the Waihī College Ball on 16th May at the
Surf Club with 8Twilight in Tokyo9. It9s always a special highlight on the calendar
for our seniors.
To help ensure the event is safe, enjoyable, and inclusive for everyone, we9d
like to let you know about an important measure we are introducing this year.
As this is a school event, the ball is strictly alcohol, vape, smoke and drug
free. To support this, all students and their guests will be required to undergo a
breathalyser test upon entry.
The test involves blowing steadily into the device for around five seconds
through a funnel attachment that does not touch the lips. If a negative reading
is returned, students may enter immediately. If a positive reading is indicated,
a second, more accurate test will be carried out using a single-use straw.
We recognise some students may attend pre-ball gatherings; however, all
students are expected to arrive in a fit and appropriate state for a school
event. The purpose of breath testing is to identify any students who may be
under the influence or attempting to bring alcohol into the venue. 
If a student returns a positive result on the second test, their caregiver
will be contacted to collect them. Please note that no refunds will be
given, and any external guest attending with that student will also be
required to leave.
Security staff will be present throughout the evening. If a student appears to
have consumed alcohol or drugs during the event, they will be asked to
undergo further testing or speak with staff. Should they return a positive result,
their caregiver will be contacted to collect them as above.
If the introduction of this requirement means your young person no longer
wishes to attend, and you have already submitted an application or purchased
a ticket, please let us know. We are happy to offer a refund.
We appreciate your support in reinforcing these expectations so all students
can enjoy a safe and memorable evening. If you have any questions, please
feel free to get in touch.
Ngā mihi nui,
Waihī College 

SMART Assessment Tool
Information

REVENGE OF THE AMAZONS

HELP US FILL THIS FREEZER
FOR KURA KAI!

We9re really excited to be part of the Kura Kai team and to get involved in
supporting our community in this way.

Our first cook will be happening on 20th May, and we9re looking forward to
getting started. If you have any excess food you9d be happy to donate 4
whether it9s vegetables from your garden, tinned food, meat, rice, pasta or
anything else you think could be useful 4 we would love to hear from you. We
can freeze things ahead of time in our fantastic new freezer - so please drop in
anything you'd like to donate and we can store it until we do the big cook!

Please get in touch with Siobhan at siobhanf@waihicol.school.nz if you9re able
to help.
If you'd like to find out more about Kura Kai - check out there website here:
https://kurakai.co.nz/
Ngā mihi nui 

CROSS COUNTRY: 13TH MAY

Check out the 2026 Cross Country programme on our website under
Latest News.

GET BEHIND THE 40 HOUR
FAMINE: 19th - 21st JUNE
Waihī College is proud to be supporting the 40 Hour Famine again this year
from 19th June till 21st June. If students would like to get behind this important
cause, they can follow these few easy steps to sign up and join the Waihī
College team.

 4 May: Toi Ohomai Semester Two 2026 Enrolments are open

8 May: Waikato University Environmental Planners Student for a Day
Hamilton 9am - 3pm (Own transport required).

13 May: Massey University Information Hui Waihi College Senior Hub
9:30am

13 May: Lincoln University Information Evening Hamilton 5:30pm -
7:30pm

14 May: Auckland University Engineering and Design Info Evening 6-
7pm Livestream

18 May: Otago University Information Hui Waihi College Senior Hub
12pm

20 May: Victoria University Information Hui Hamilton 6.00-7.30pm

21 May: Victoria University Information Hui Tauranga 6.00-7.30pm

21 May: Auckland University Engineering and Design Info Evening 6-
7pm Livestream

22May: Waikato University Open Day Hamilton Limited seats available
for Year 12-13

22 May: Toi Ohomai Secondary Schools Creative Workshops: Fashion
Design, Graphic Design, Visual Arts, Music, Content Creation and Toi
Maori-Nga Tohutohu9am -2pm at Windmere Campus, Tauranga

25: Waikato University Information Hui for Scholarships and
accommodation at Waihi College Senior Hub 9am with Andrew

26 May: Auckland University Engineering and Design Info Evening 6-
7pm Livestream

29 May: Toi Ohomai Tauranga Campus Information Hui at Tauranga
4.00 - 6.00pm

 Any questions or to register for an event please see Mrs G at the Gateway
Office or email carolyng@waihicol.school.nz

Have you gained your restricted or
full licence in the past 12 months?
New drivers are eligible for a free year of AMI Roadside Rescue, which can be
a really valuable safety net while they9re gaining confidence on the road. It9s
completely free for first‑time licence holders and gives them support if they:

Get a flat tyre

Run out of fuel

Lock their keys in the car

Have a flat battery

Need help after a breakdown

It9s quick to sign up and gives young drivers some extra peace of mind as they
start driving independently. See Mrs G at Gateway Office with any questions.

HOST FAMILIES WANTED

Head Students & Sports Honours Board:
Community Support to help preserve our
history

Your support helps bring this vision to life and ensures our students9
accomplishments are recognised and remembered.
We warmly welcome further community support for these honours boards. If
you or your whānau, business, or organisation would like to be part of
preserving this important part of our school9s history, please get in touch at
wendys@waihicol.school.nz. Every contribution, big or small, is truly
appreciated.
Massive thanks to Margaret-Ellen Pipe and Mary Carmine who have
stepped forward and kindly donated some funds towards this important
project! 
Ngā mihi nui Margaret and Mary.

SCHOOL BRIDGE APP: Stay
connected. Stay informed. Keep it
simple

It9s quick, convenient, and we9ll be adding even more features as we go. Jump
on board today and make school communication smoother for everyone! Head
to the Latest News section of our website for handy links.

UNDERSTAND TEEN BEHAVIOUR:
WHAT SCIENCE TELLS US

Part 3: Behaviour is Communication

Have you ever found yourself thinking, <Why are they acting like this?=

Due to the <software upgrade= we discussed in Part 1 and 2, teenagers are
much quicker to react. When the red brain hijacks a situation, their emotions
are heightened, and their ability to think logically is reduced. In these
moments, their behaviour is doing the talking. 

Whether it is slamming a door, arguing back, refusing to help, or completely
shutting down, it is helpful to view these actions as communication rather
than just <bad= behaviour.  More often than not, it is an attempt to meet an
underlying need. They might be feeling overwhelmed, lacking space, feeling
unheard, or simplifying finding a task too hard for them to manage at that
moment. 

Get Curious, Not Critical
When we only focus on the action (slamming the door), we might miss the
message. Instead of asking <What is wrong with you?=, try asking yourself,
<What might they be trying to tell me?= 

In these moments, 

Identify the Need: Try to look past the outburst to the <why.= Are they
tired? Hungry? Having 8friend drama9? Find school too hard?

Acknowledge the Feeling: Start by naming the emotion you see. A
simple, <I can see you9re really under pressure,= or <it looks like you9re
feeling unheard.=

Wait for Green Brain: When the brain is calm, and the Green Brain is
back online, you can have a productive conversation about what
happened. 

Coach the Skill: Use these moments to help them build the skills they
are still developing, like managing a deadline, getting enough sleep, or
knowing when to put the phone away. 

Focus on the Positives: The part of the brain you exercise is the part
that grows, so remember to notice the moments they do communicate
well, or stay calm under pressure. 

For more information: Listen to the Nathan Wallis Podcast:
https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/audio/201760790/why-
punishing-teenagers-won-t-work 

In Part 4, we will look at why punishment alone doesn9t work, and how we can
step in to 'lend our logic9 - helping our teens take responsibility and learn the
skills they need for the future. 

Remember, an easy way to keep us informed about your student's
attendance is via the School Bridge App (further details shown above). 

Download it now and keep in touch with all things going on at Waihī
College.

This newsletter can also be found on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz
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