
Kia ora e te whānau o Waihi College,
This week has been one filled with inspiration,
creativity, achievement, and a strong sense of
connection across our kura.

A big mihi and sincere thanks to the team at TedX
Waihi Beach for inviting a group of our students to
attend such an uplifting and thought-provoking event.
Our learners had the privilege of hearing from an
incredible range of speakers, including the CEO of
AgriSea NZ Seaweed Ltd, Dr Louise Schofield
(recently recognised as Changemaker Organisation of
the Year), Jono Riddler, who has just completed the
demanding North Island east coast swim and shared
powerful insights on resilience and stamina, along
with several other outstanding speakers. It was also
special to hear from one of our own, ex-head boy
(1995), John Ballinger. Hearing these journeys of
challenge, leadership, and contribution was truly
inspiring, and we are proud of the way our students
represented Waihi College among such esteemed
company .

A heartfelt thank you also goes to our Year 11
students who have created a stunning mural
celebrating the stars of Matariki. This is a remarkable
legacy piece for our school and a beautiful expression
of identity, connection, and creativity. My appreciation
to Ms Kingston for opening the space and supporting
our young artists to shine so brightly.

A huge congratulations to all of our award and
certificate recipients at this week9s Summer Sports
Prizegiving. It has been incredible to see such grit,
determination, sportsmanship, and growth in so many
of our young people. These achievements reflect not
only talent, but commitment, perseverance, and pride
in representing Waihi College4well done to you all!
This week also marked a very special moment for our
kura with the unveiling and blessing of our long-
awaited carved entrance sign. We are absolutely
blown away by the artistry and the depth of meaning
captured in this piece. It speaks to who we are as a
school4our past, our present, and our future learners
4and stands as a powerful symbol of connection and
belonging every time we enter our gates. 

Today marked a special moment for our kura as our
beautiful new Waih, College sign was officially
blessed and unveiled at the front of the school.

Standing proudly at the entrance to our kura, the sign
is already becoming a much-admired feature and an
important part of our ongoing beautification project
rolling out across the year. 

The stunning sign was handcrafted by local builder
and creator Richard Rockell, whose passion for
working with his hands and creating meaningful
pieces shines through in every detail. Richard shared
that while he enjoys building, he especially values
working on projects with smaller groups where he can
connect more personally with the work and the people
involved. 

His creative journey has included learning carving
techniques through workshops

with local carver Trevor Heighway, whose guidance
helped inspire and develop Richard9s skills further. He
believes in giving back to the community and sharing
his talents in ways that bring people together and
create lasting beauty.

We are incredibly grateful for the time, care, and
craftsmanship he has poured into this project. The
new sign reflects our kura beautifully 4 strong,
welcoming, grounded, and full of character. It is a
wonderful representation of Waih, College and the
pride we have in our school community. A huge thank
you to Richard and all involved in the creation of this
beautiful piece.

We encourage everyone to stop by the front of the
school and take a look at the sign for themselves. It is
something our whole community can be proud of.

VISUAL ART: MATARIKI
MURAL

Last Friday marked a proud milestone for our Level 1
Visual Art students as they officially unveiled
their Matariki Mural. This vibrant installation, which
now illuminates the Visual Art deck, is the culmination
of a term9s worth of research, design and painting.
Students worked together to bring each of the 7 stars,
Ranginui and Papatuanuku to life. The finished mural
showcases not only their artistic skills but also their
collaboration to create a cohesive, stunning mural. 
Well done to all involved! 

Our Level 1 Visual Art students, led by the fabulous
Paige Kingston, are: 

Rika Takagi, Felicitas Werthmann, Marley Mapu,
Bailey Macmillan, Rynae Bain, Narisa Cox, Hannah
Bourke, Ruby-Rose Sandford, Alizah Crawford, Kate
Davies, Amanda Dewi, Daria Galey, Tessa Menary,
Tuhoro Osborne, Raina Runga, Pepper Smith, Saki
Ueda and Alexis-Jo Walker

Waih, College is proud to present Unhemmed, our
inaugural wearable art show 4 a bold and creative
celebration of innovation, design, and imagination. 

This spectacular one-night-only event brings together
the talents of rangatahi from Waih, College, Hauraki
Plains College, and Katikati College, showcasing
stunning wearable art pieces that push the
boundaries of art and fashion.

Expect an evening filled with incredible wearable art
entries, live entertainment and prizes awarded by
local judges. Come and support our local young
creatives as they take to the runway and share their
vision with our wider community. 

11 June 

6:00pm 

Waih, College Hall 

As you know, our Board of Trustees for 2026 consist
of: our Presiding Member, Tineke Iverson, our Parent
Representatives Victoria Menary, Gemma Barden,
Cat Sole and Karyn Williams, our Staff Representative
Tracy Te Wake, and our Student Representative,
Stuart Hartley.

It will be great to get to know them all better and
support their visions for our kura. 

 We are proud to announce the six students selected
for the Kotahitanga Crew for Term 2:

 Addisyn McIntyre

 Connor Douglas

 Carter Hewlett

 Zianthe Negus

 Kahu Appleton

 Emily Wharry

This term, the crew will be hitting the ground running.
Their focus will be on promoting the 40 Hour
Challenge, developing new lunchtime activities for
students, and leading initiatives to reduce rubbish and
improve recycling within the Year 7 and 8 space.

PARENT TEACHER
INTERVIEWS: 
14TH MAY FROM 2PM-6PM

On 14th May, we will be holding parent/whānau and
teacher interviews from 2pm through to 6pm.  This is
a chance for you to discuss your child's progress over
the year to date.  

Teachers will be located in learning hubs around the
school and you can meet with them using the booking
system via school interviews.  

We encourage you to meet with the teacher and
the student together. 

Rehearsals are under way and it's shaping up to
be an amazing play.  

We will keep you informed as we getting closer to
ticket selling time!  They will be through Humanitix as
per and we will have adult and concession prices, as
well as a food stall

Keep an eye on socials, our newsletter and our
website to stay informed.

Join us for Pūrākai of Matariki -
A Journey Through Kai: 26th
July

Our talented Year 12 and 13 hospitality students will
be serving a beautiful meal, with each course
celebrating a star from Matariki. Stay tuned for more
details4this is a night you won't want to miss!

We9re looking forward to our 2026 Cross Country
event 4 always a great day filled with energy,
participation, and plenty of good spirit. This is a
compulsory event for students in Years 7310, and
optional for those in Years 11313. It9s a fantastic
opportunity for students to challenge themselves,
support one another, and get involved in a positive,
active day.

Whānau and community members are warmly
welcome to come along and support 4 it9s always
great to have a crowd cheering our students on.
For more details, please check out the programme
here.

Step 1: Go to 40HOUR.ORG.NZ or scan the QR
code.

Step 2: Click "I AM A PARTICIPANT"

Step 3: Create your own personal page, set a goal
and join the Waihi College team page.

Step 4: Share with friends and whanau to get your
first life-changing donation. 

This year, our Head Students are working alongside
our Year 8 Leaders to make this fundraiser better than
ever 4 a great example of leadership and service
across our kura.

Tertiary Providers
Important Dates for May
2026

We9re encouraging all students and caregivers to
download the SchoolBridge app 4 your new first port
of call for all things school-related.  

Mark absences in seconds  

Check notices and updates  

Stay in the loop wherever you are

Getting started is easy:

STEP1:  download the Schoolbridge App
Either scan the QR code or download via App Store
or Google Play
STEP 2: Sign in with your school registered email
For caregivers, this is the email address you used
when enrolling your student and for students, it is your
school email address. If you are unsure, use the
8Request a Magic Sign-in Code9 option

ATTENDANCE MATTERS

For more information about why attendance matters,
please check out the handy PDF, recently shared by
Amanda Cook, found on our website in the Latest
News section.

If you have any questions about attendance, please
get in touch with us. You can email  Amanda at
amandac@waihicol.school.nz or contact Susan in the
Student Cetnre at susant@waihicol.school.nz.  
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My deepest gratitude to Richard Rockell for this truly
inspired work. It is a privilege for Waihi College to
have such a significant taonga proudly positioned at
our entrance.

To our students sitting Common Assessment Activities
this week and next4give it your best, trust your
preparation, and hold your heads high. We are proud
of your efforts and the way you continue to show
resilience and commitment to your learning.
As always, my door is open. Please feel welcome to
come and make a time to connect4I value your
thoughts and ongoing partnership. I also look forward
to seeing many of you at student interviews this
Thursday.

Ngā mihi nui,
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

Waih, College students continue to
achieve incredible things both here in
Aotearoa and around the world. One
example is former student John
Ballinger who went on to study
Engineering Science at the University
of Auckland before co-founding
international software company
AskNicely and later building NZ tech
startup GoodSign. Today, he works
on technology and AI projects and is
also a director of TracPlus, helping
provide tracking software for aerial
firefighting operations around the
world.

NEW WAIH+ COLLEGE
SIGN

UNHEMMED -
WEARABLE ART
SHOW: 11th June

ONE NIGHT ONLY
Tickets available now at

https://events.humanitix.com/unhemmed 
or by scanning the QR code above

MEET OUR BOARD OF
TRUSTEES
Over the next few weeks, we9re excited to introduce
you to our amazing Board of Trustees by sharing a
little about each of them and the passion they bring to
our kura.

Kotahitanga Crew
This year, we are excited to launch our Year 8
leadership team: the Kotahitanga Crew. Following
an application process, shortlisted candidates
participated in group interviews during the first week
of this term. Due to the high level of interest and talent
shown, we will definitely be looking to appoint a group
of new leaders in Term 3.

Prior to the interview day, you will receive
an engagement report that teachers have completed
to show how engaged your child is in their learning. 
This might help you to prioritise which teachers to
book in to see. There are 3 ways to book an
interview slot:
1.  Go to his link:
 https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code/3wpy2
2.  Use your phone's camera app to book in using this
QR code.
3.  Call Sue in the front office 078638349 who can
help you to make the booking over the phone

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION ABOUT
OUR UPCOMING BALL

This letter was emailed home to all caregivers of our
Year 11, 12 and 13 students recently. We also spoke
about it directly with our seniors at a special Ball
meeting.

Kia ora koutou,
We9re looking forward to celebrating the Waih,
College Ball on 16th May at the Surf Club with
8Twilight in Tokyo9. It9s always a special highlight on
the calendar for our seniors.
To help ensure the event is safe, enjoyable, and
inclusive for everyone, we9d like to let you know about
an important measure we are introducing this year. As
this is a school event, the ball is strictly alcohol, vape,
smoke and drug free. To support this, all students and
their guests will be required to undergo a breathalyser
test upon entry.
The test involves blowing steadily into the device for
around five seconds through a funnel attachment that
does not touch the lips. If a negative reading is
returned, students may enter immediately. If a positive
reading is indicated, a second, more accurate test will
be carried out using a single-use straw.
We recognise some students may attend pre-ball
gatherings; however, all students are expected to
arrive in a fit and appropriate state for a school event.
The purpose of breath testing is to identify any
students who may be under the influence or
attempting to bring alcohol into the venue. 
If a student returns a positive result on the
second test, their caregiver will be contacted to
collect them. Please note that no refunds will be
given, and any external guest attending with that
student will also be required to leave.
Security staff will be present throughout the evening.
If a student appears to have consumed alcohol or
drugs during the event, they will be asked to undergo
further testing or speak with staff. Should they return a
positive result, their caregiver will be contacted to
collect them as above.
If the introduction of this requirement means your
young person no longer wishes to attend, and you
have already submitted an application or purchased a
ticket, please let us know. We are happy to offer a
refund.
We appreciate your support in reinforcing these
expectations so all students can enjoy a safe and
memorable evening. If you have any questions,
please feel free to get in touch.
Ngā mihi nui,
Waih, College 

REVENGE OF THE
AMAZONS

HELP US FILL THIS
FREEZER FOR KURA
KAI!

We9re really excited to be part of the Kura Kai team
and to get involved in supporting our community in
this way.

Our first cook will be happening on 20th May, and
we9re looking forward to getting started. If you have
any excess food you9d be happy to donate 4 whether
it9s vegetables from your garden, tinned food, meat,
rice, pasta or anything else you think could be useful
4 we would love to hear from you. We can freeze
things ahead of time in our fantastic new freezer - so
please drop in anything you'd like to donate and we
can store it until we do the big cook!

Please get in touch with Siobhan at
siobhanf@waihicol.school.nz if you9re able to help.
If you'd like to find out more about Kura Kai - check
out there website here: https://kurakai.co.nz/
Ngā mihi nui 

CROSS COUNTRY:
13TH MAY

Check out the 2026 Cross Country programme on
our website under Latest News.

GET BEHIND THE 40
HOUR FAMINE: 19th -
21st JUNE
Waih, College is proud to be supporting the 40 Hour
Famine again this year from 19th June till 21st June.
If students would like to get behind this important
cause, they can follow these few easy steps to sign
up and join the Waih, College team.

 4 May: Toi Ohomai Semester Two 2026
Enrolments are open

8 May: Waikato University Environmental
Planners Student for a Day Hamilton 9am -
3pm (Own transport required).

13 May: Massey University Information Hui
Waihi College Senior Hub 9:30am

13 May: Lincoln University Information Evening
Hamilton 5:30pm - 7:30pm

14 May: Auckland University Engineering and
Design Info Evening 6-7pm Livestream

18 May: Otago University Information Hui Waihi
College Senior Hub 12pm

20 May: Victoria University Information Hui
Hamilton 6.00-7.30pm

21 May: Victoria University Information Hui
Tauranga 6.00-7.30pm

21 May: Auckland University Engineering and
Design Info Evening 6-7pm Livestream

22May: Waikato University Open Day Hamilton
Limited seats available for Year 12-13

22 May: Toi Ohomai Secondary Schools
Creative Workshops: Fashion Design, Graphic
Design, Visual Arts, Music, Content Creation
and Toi Maori-Nga Tohutohu9am -2pm at
Windmere Campus, Tauranga

25: Waikato University Information Hui for
Scholarships and accommodation at Waihi
College Senior Hub 9am with Andrew

26 May: Auckland University Engineering and
Design Info Evening 6-7pm Livestream

29 May: Toi Ohomai Tauranga Campus
Information Hui at Tauranga 4.00 - 6.00pm

 Any questions or to register for an event please see
Mrs G at the Gateway Office or
email carolyng@waihicol.school.nz

Have you gained your
restricted or full licence
in the past 12 months?
New drivers are eligible for a free year of AMI
Roadside Rescue, which can be a really valuable
safety net while they9re gaining confidence on the
road. It9s completely free for first‑time licence holders
and gives them support if they:

Get a flat tyre

Run out of fuel

Lock their keys in the car

Have a flat battery

Need help after a breakdown

It9s quick to sign up and gives young drivers some
extra peace of mind as they start driving
independently. See Mrs G at Gateway Office with any
questions.

Looking for a fun, active, and meaningful way for
your child to spend the school holidays? 
Hillary Holiday Camps are residential outdoor
adventure camps for students aged 11319, designed
to build confidence, connection, and a whole lot of
fun, in a supportive environment.
Set in some of Aotearoa9s most stunning natural
locations, each camp offers a week of adventure, new
friendships, and personal growth. Whether your child
already loves the outdoors or is keen to try something
new, everyone is welcome; all it takes is a positive
attitude and a willingness to give things a go.
Participants are supported 24/7 by experienced,
NZOIA-qualified instructors, ensuring a safe and
rewarding experience from start to finish.
Learn more: https://www.hillaryoutdoors.co.nz/whats-
on/

HOST FAMILIES
WANTED

Digital Wellbeing - It’s a
Family Affair
From gaming and social media to emails and
assignments, the digital world can easily become
overwhelming. As a whānau, how can you ensure
that technology enhances our lives rather than
distracts from them? One way to begin finding
balance is with a Family Tech Agreement. 
You can find more information on these topics at our
Online Safety Hub
(https://waihicollege.onlinesafetyhub.nz/), including
helpful articles such as: 

Creating a Family Tech Agreement

My child broke screen time rules: What should
happen next?

Remember, this is a team effort. As adults, we have a
crucial role in modelling healthy habits such as putting
phones away during mealtimes or switching off before
bed. Let9s work together to keep our digital lives
balanced and safe. 

SCHOOL BRIDGE APP:
Stay connected. Stay
informed. Keep it simple

It9s quick, convenient, and we9ll be adding even more
features as we go. Jump on board today and make
school communication smoother for everyone! Head
to the Latest News section of our website for handy
links.

Remember, an easy way to keep us informed
about your student's attendance is via the School

Bridge App (further details shown above). 
Download it now and keep in touch with all things

going on at Waihī College.

This newsletter can also be found
on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz
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