
Tēnā koutou katoa e te whānau
It has been a vibrant and uplifting time at kura, with so much to celebrate
across our community.
A huge thank you to our responsible and positive students who helped make
this year’s ball one of our absolute favourites. You all looked stunning and truly
showcased what incredible young people you are. From the atmosphere to the
energy on the dance floor, it was a night filled with laughter, great food, and
unforgettable moments as you danced the night away at the epic Waihi Surf
Club.

Our sincere thanks to the Surf Club for their generous hospitality and for
making the venue available to us4it was the perfect setting. A very special
acknowledgement also goes to Wendy Shave and the Ball Committee for
bringing Twilight in Tokyo to life. What a spectacular theme and a lasting
memory for 2026.

As we move into the next couple of weeks, our thoughts and best wishes are
with all students preparing for and sitting their CAA assessments. Do your very
best4that is all we can ask. Your teachers have worked hard alongside you,
providing not only the knowledge but also the strategies to approach these
assessments with calm and confidence. Back yourselves4you’ve got this!

Our kura continues to provide rich opportunities for students, and many of
these are made possible through the generosity of our community. A great
example is our driver licensing programme, where students benefit from
donated time, expertise, and support to help them reach important life goals.
We are incredibly fortunate to partner with Oceana Gold and our dedicated
volunteers to make this happen. I have noticed at times that some of our basic
manners have slipped, so I encourage all students to show gratitude4whether
it’s a simple thank you and a smile, or card. These small acts reflect our
values and go a long way in honouring those who support us.

SHOUT OUT TO THE WAIHī LIONS CLUB

Thank you so much to our lovely local Lions for your amazing donation. 

We are still accepting donations and veges from the public, so please get in
touch if you think you can help.

TWILIGHT IN TOKYO

The 2026 Waihī College Ball was a spectacular evening of celebration, style,
and unforgettable memories, held on Saturday night at the beautiful Waihī
Beach Surf Club. With the theme Twilight in Tokyo, students stepped into a
magical setting inspired by the vibrant atmosphere and beauty of Japan. 

From the moment guests arrived, it was clear an incredible amount of effort
had gone into transforming the venue. The Ball Committee did an outstanding
job creating an immersive experience, with stunning cherry blossom displays,
glowing fairy lights, lanterns, and thoughtful decorations capturing the essence
of the theme beautifully. The venue looked absolutely incredible and created
the perfect backdrop for a memorable night.

A huge thank you goes to the many staff and supporters from Waihī College
who helped make the evening such a success. Events like this rely on a great
deal of teamwork behind the scenes, and the support from staff, whānau, and
the wider community was greatly appreciated. The entertainment and
hospitality helped make the evening truly unforgettable. 

DJ Mitch kept the dance floor buzzing all night with an excellent mix of music
and energy, while Event Production Services created an incredible
atmosphere through professional sound and lighting that brought the whole
venue to life. Guests also enjoyed delicious catering from The Deck, whose
food was a highlight of the evening. 

A special thank you also goes to Kelvin and the team at the Waihi Beach Surf
Club for their support and hospitality throughout the event. Students had
plenty of fun capturing memories with Classic Photo Booths, while Cassandra
Sharp provided beautiful formal photography, helping preserve the special
moments and glamour of the night for students to look back on for years to
come.

To check out the wandering photos, head to the School Photos section of our
website. Classic PhotoBooth photos and Cassandra's formal photos will be
uploaded as they are received.

Step into a world where myth, mischief, and mayhem collide in Revenge of the
Amazons 4 Waihi College’s bold and brilliantly imaginative stage production
for 2026.

Inspired by the spirit of Shakespearean comedy but with a wildly modern twist,
this play takes you on a fast-paced journey through enchanted realms,
powerful warriors, and delightfully unexpected encounters. Think classic
theatre meets 80s feminists, with a splash of psychedelic fluoro fairies on
rollerblades 4 it’s as fun and unpredictable as it sounds!

Join us for Pūrākau of Matariki 3 A Journey Through Kai, an unforgettable
evening of storytelling, culture, and cuisine created by our talented Year 12
and 13 hospitality students alongside Ms Siobhan Fitzgerald.In celebration of
Matariki, guests will enjoy a thoughtfully curated dining experience with dishes
representing the stars of Matariki, honouring the themes, traditions, and
meanings woven through te ao Māori.

Guests will also experience waiata, reflection, and celebration as we come
together to acknowledge the Māori New Year. This special event showcases
the creativity, skill, and heart of our rangatahi 

as they guide guests on a meaningful journey through kai, connection, and
culture.

Spaces are limited, so secure your ticket and join us for a memorable evening
celebrating Matariki through food, storytelling, and community. Scan the QR
code or click on the link to get your tickets today!

Waihī College is proud to present Unhemmed, our inaugural wearable art
show 4 a bold and creative celebration of innovation, design, and
imagination. 

This spectacular one-night-only event brings together the talents of rangatahi
from Waihī College, Hauraki Plains College, and Katikati College, showcasing
stunning wearable art pieces that push the boundaries of art and fashion.

Expect an evening filled with incredible wearable art entries, live entertainment
and prizes awarded by local judges. Come and support our local young
creatives as they take to the runway and share their vision with our wider
community. 

11 June 

6:00pm 

Waihī College Hall 

Step 1: Go to 40HOUR.ORG.NZ or scan the QR code.

Step 2: Click "I AM A PARTICIPANT"

Step 3: Create your own personal page, set a goal and join the Waihi College
team page.

Step 4: Share with friends and whanau to get your first life-changing
donation. 

This year, our Head Students are working alongside our Year 8 Leaders to
make this fundraiser better than ever 4 a great example of leadership and
service across our kura.

CHESS TOURNAMENT: 16TH
JUNE @ Waihī College

As you know, our Board of Trustees for 2026 consist of: our Presiding
Member, Tineke Iverson, our Parent Representatives Victoria Menary, Gemma
Barden, Cat Sole and Karyn Williams, our Staff Representative Tracy Te
Wake, and our Student Representative, Stuart Hartley.

It will be great to get to know them all better and support their visions for our
kura. 

YEAR 11 GEOGRAPHY -
Whitewater Rafting

Thank you to Oceana Gold for the donation of mannequins to our Wearable
Art programme. These have been so helpful for bringing our wearable
creations to life!

HELP US FILL THIS FREEZER
FOR KURA KAI!

Items that would be particularly helpful are:

Potatoes

Onions

Celery

Carrots

Spinach

Macaroni

Brown rice

Lentils

Split peas

Canned tomatoes

Tertiary Providers Important Dates
for May 2026

COMMUNITY HEALTH
We are in the process of undertaking our community health consultation. If you
have a student here in year's 7 - 10 we would love to hear from you about
what you believe is important in the health curriculum. Please check your
emails as you would have received a link from Chantelle Archer to
complete the form. If you didn't receive the email you can click this
link https://forms.gle/gMuLvgKgMuU8tBiZA to have your say. Each person
who completes the survey goes into the draw to win a $50 New World
voucher OR a $50 fuel voucher. 

We’re encouraging all students and caregivers to download the SchoolBridge
app 4 your new first port of call for all things school-related.  

Mark absences in seconds  

Check notices and updates  

Stay in the loop wherever you are

Getting started is easy:

STEP1:  download the Schoolbridge App
Either scan the QR code or download via App Store or Google Play
STEP 2: Sign in with your school registered email
For caregivers, this is the email address you used when enrolling your student
and for students, it is your school email address. If you are unsure, use the
8Request a Magic Sign-in Code9 option

ATTENDANCE MATTERS

For more information about why attendance matters, please check out the
handy PDF, recently shared by Amanda Cook, found on our website in the
Latest News section.

If you have any questions about attendance, please get in touch with us. You
can email  Amanda at amandac@waihicol.school.nz or contact Susan in the
Student Cetnre at susant@waihicol.school.nz.  

ISSUE 12 2026  

You may have had the opportunity to explore our strategic plan. As a kura, we
are deeply committed to strengthening pathways and partnerships. This
means creating meaningful, individualised learning journeys for our young
people, while also building strong networks of support around them4whānau,
businesses, and the wider community. Our aim is for every student to feel
secure in who they are and confident in where they are going.
https://www.waihicol.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Strategic-Plan-
2026.pdf

I warmly invite your whakaaro on how we are supporting your young person to
thrive. If you would like to connect, I am always happy to meet4please feel
free to email and we can arrange a time and place that suits you:
pirincpal@waihicol.school.nz

Ngā mihi nui,
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

Waihī College has more than 25 amazing
businesses partnering with us to support our
young people in Gateway placements? These
students learn about workplace readiness,
people skills and so much more - we are truly
grateful.

REVENGE OF THE AMAZONS:
TICKETS ON SALE NOW

Our talented cast and crew bring together a fantastic mix of senior and junior
students, all working together to create a vibrant, high-energy performance full
of humour, creativity, and heart. From clever dialogue to colourful costumes
and dynamic staging, there’s something for everyone to enjoy.
Don’t miss your chance to support our amazing young performers and
experience a night of laughter and entertainment. Get your tickets now 4 it’s
going to be an unforgettable evening!
Yummy food for sale at our food stall too, so come along and make a night of
it.

We have three showings: 24th, 25th and 26th June from 7pm
Tickets available now at https://events.humanitix.com/revenge-

of-the-amazons/tickets
or scan the QR code

The Purākau of Matariki - a journey
through kai: 24th July

ONE NIGHT ONLY
Tickets available now at https://events.humanitix.com/pur-akau-

of-matariki.../tickets
or by scanning the QR code above

UNHEMMED - WEARABLE ART
SHOW: 11th June

ONE NIGHT ONLY
Tickets available now at

https://events.humanitix.com/unhemmed 
or by scanning the QR code above

GET BEHIND THE 40 HOUR
FAMINE: 19th - 21st JUNE
Waihī College is proud to be supporting the 40 Hour Famine again this year
from 19th June till 21st June. If students would like to get behind this important
cause, they can follow these few easy steps to sign up and join the Waihī
College team.

Waihī College is hosting a Chess Tournament on 16th June in the school hall.
 Please chat to Mrs Sutton if you'd like to join in!

MEET OUR BOARD OF
TRUSTEES
Over the next few weeks, we’re excited to introduce you to our amazing Board
of Trustees by sharing a little about each of them and the passion they bring to
our kura.

Last week our Year 11 Geography class went whitewater rafting down the
Kaituna River. We paddled through lush native rainforest and volcanic gorges,
taking in the amazing scenery and experiencing the river up close. Along the
way, our guides shared stories about the river’s Māori heritage and spiritual
significance, helping us learn more about the history and cultural importance
of the area. 22 left and 22 came back, always a win! 

OCEANA GOLD SHOUT OUT

Come support our young designers as they take the runway in our wearable
art show Unhemmed. Get your tickets here:
https://events.humanitix.com/unhemmed or by scanning the QR code

We’re really excited to be part of the Kura Kai team and to get involved in
supporting our community in this way.

Our first cook will be happening on 20th May, and we’re looking forward to
getting started. If you have any excess food you’d be happy to donate 4
whether it’s vegetables from your garden, tinned food, meat, rice, pasta or
anything else you think could be useful 4 we would love to hear from you. We
can freeze things ahead of time in our fantastic new freezer - so please drop in
anything you'd like to donate and we can store it until we do the big cook!

Please get in touch with Siobhan at siobhanf@waihicol.school.nz if you’re able
to help.
If you'd like to find out more about Kura Kai - check out there website here:
https://kurakai.co.nz/
Ngā mihi nui 

 4 May: Toi Ohomai Semester Two 2026 Enrolments are open

8 May: Waikato University Environmental Planners Student for a Day
Hamilton 9am - 3pm (Own transport required).

13 May: Massey University Information Hui Waihi College Senior Hub
9:30am

13 May: Lincoln University Information Evening Hamilton 5:30pm -
7:30pm

14 May: Auckland University Engineering and Design Info Evening 6-
7pm Livestream

18 May: Otago University Information Hui Waihi College Senior Hub
12pm

20 May: Victoria University Information Hui Hamilton 6.00-7.30pm

21 May: Victoria University Information Hui Tauranga 6.00-7.30pm

21 May: Auckland University Engineering and Design Info Evening 6-
7pm Livestream

22May: Waikato University Open Day Hamilton Limited seats available
for Year 12-13

22 May: Toi Ohomai Secondary Schools Creative Workshops: Fashion
Design, Graphic Design, Visual Arts, Music, Content Creation and Toi
Maori-Nga Tohutohu9am -2pm at Windmere Campus, Tauranga

25: Waikato University Information Hui for Scholarships and
accommodation at Waihi College Senior Hub 9am with Andrew

26 May: Auckland University Engineering and Design Info Evening 6-
7pm Livestream

29 May: Toi Ohomai Tauranga Campus Information Hui at Tauranga
4.00 - 6.00pm

 Any questions or to register for an event please see Mrs G at the Gateway
Office or email carolyng@waihicol.school.nz

Understanding Teen Behaviour: 
What Science Tells Us

Part 4: Why Punishment Alone Doesn’t Work

If punishment worked on its own, wouldn’t teenagers only make a
mistake once?

As we explored earlier this term, when a young person is in their <red brain=,
punishment increases stress and triggers defiance. Instead, wait for their
<green brain= to come back online by ensuring they feel safe and calm. Once
they are regulated, they can be held accountable for their actions through
reflection and repair. 

The brain is like a muscle: the part we exercise grows. If we want teenagers
to master problem-solving and decision-making, we must provide
supported opportunities for them to practice those skills. 

Focus on: 

Connection before correction: Connect with them before working on
correcting their actions.

Respond rather than react: Stay regulated to help them do the same.

Address the underlying need: Look for the emotional message behind
the behavior.

Hold boundaries: Maintain expectations in a calm and loving way.

Our role isn’t to rescue them or make them <pay,= but to coach them. View
these years as an apprenticeship:  

If they can’t stop slamming a door, remove it temporarily to reduce the friction. 
If school is overwhelming, join them in class to model confidence.
If they are struggling to meet deadlines, sit alongside them to help break tasks
into smaller steps.

For more information: Listen to the Nathan Wallis Podcast Why punishing
teenagers won't work (
https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/audio/201760790/why-
punishing-teenagers-won-t-work)

In Part 5, we will explore the power of "Lending Your Calm" - learning how to
stay regulated when things get heated.

SCHOOL BRIDGE APP: Stay
connected. Stay informed. Keep it
simple

It’s quick, convenient, and we’ll be adding even more features as we go. Jump
on board today and make school communication smoother for everyone! Head
to the Latest News section of our website for handy links.

Remember, an easy way to keep us informed about your student's
attendance is via the School Bridge App (further details shown above). 

Download it now and keep in touch with all things going on at Waihī
College.

This newsletter can also be found on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz
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