
Kia ora e te whānau,
As we move further into the term, I continue to be
incredibly proud of the many ways our students, staff,
and wider community show manaakitanga, resilience,
and commitment to one another.

Last week we farewell our lovely Whaea Vicki, who
leaves behind a wonderful legacy of inclusion, care,
and unwavering support for young people at Waihi
College. Whaea Vicki has made a lasting impact on
so many students and staff through her warmth,
compassion, and dedication to ensuring everyone felt
seen, valued, and connected. We thank her sincerely
for all she has given to our kura and wish her every
success and happiness in her future endeavours.

A huge congratulations also to all students who sat
the Common Assessment Activities (CAA) this week.
We know the preparation, perseverance, and courage
it takes to put yourself forward in these assessments,
and we are proud of the effort shown by our tauira.
Regardless of the outcome, stepping up and giving
your best is something to celebrate.

Winter sport is now well underway, and despite the
rain, cold mornings, and muddy fields, our teams
continue to train with commitment and enthusiasm.
Thank you to the many coaches, managers, whānau
drivers, supporters, officials, and volunteers who
make school sport possible. These opportunities
simply do not happen without community support.
There is always room for more helping hands, so if
you have the capacity to assist in any way, please
reach out. Being involved in our young people9s lives
in this way is incredibly rewarding and helps
strengthen the sense of whanaungatanga that makes
Waihi College special.
You will also be aware of the Board9s directive that
Crocs will no longer be recognised as acceptable
uniform footwear from Term 3 onwards. We
understand that changes to uniform expectations can
sometimes create challenges for families. 

Costumes are coming together and our incredible
Revenge of the Amazons characters are getting
stage-ready! Get ready for a hilarious, action-packed
night of theatre from the talented cast and crew of
Waihi College. Tickets are on sale now via Humanitix
4 simply head to the Humanitix link to grab yours
today. Performances run 24th326th June, so don9t
miss your chance to see Revenge of the Amazons
live on stage!

Join us for Pūrākau of Matariki 3 A Journey Through
Kai, an unforgettable evening of storytelling, culture,
and cuisine created by our talented Year 12 and 13
hospitality students alongside Ms Siobhan
Fitzgerald.In celebration of Matariki, guests will enjoy
a thoughtfully curated dining experience with dishes
representing the stars of Matariki, honouring the
themes, traditions, and meanings woven through te
ao Māori.

Guests will also experience waiata, reflection, and
celebration as we come together to acknowledge the
Māori New Year. This special event showcases the
creativity, skill, and heart of our rangatahi 

as they guide guests on a meaningful journey through
kai, connection, and culture.

Spaces are limited, so secure your ticket and join us
for a memorable evening celebrating Matariki through
food, storytelling, and community. Scan the QR code
or click on the link to get your tickets today!

Waihī College is proud to present Unhemmed, our
inaugural wearable art show 4 a bold and creative
celebration of innovation, design, and imagination. 

This spectacular one-night-only event brings together
the talents of rangatahi from Waihī College, Hauraki
Plains College, and Katikati College, showcasing
stunning wearable art pieces that push the
boundaries of art and fashion.

ONE NIGHT ONLY
Tickets available now at

https://events.humanitix.com/unhemmed 
or by scanning the QR code above

Step 1: Go to 40HOUR.ORG.NZ or scan the QR
code.

Step 2: Click "I AM A PARTICIPANT"

Step 3: Create your own personal page, set a goal
and join the Waihi College team page.

Step 4: Share with friends and whanau to get your
first life-changing donation. 

This year, our Head Students are working alongside
our Year 8 Leaders to make this fundraiser better than
ever 4 a great example of leadership and service
across our kura.

CHESS TOURNAMENT:
16TH JUNE @ Waihī
College

As you know, our Board of Trustees for 2026 consist
of: our Presiding Member, Tineke Iverson, our Parent
Representatives Victoria Menary, Gemma Barden,
Cat Sole and Karyn Williams, our Staff Representative
Tracy Te Wake, and our Student Representative,
Stuart Hartley.

It will be great to get to know them all better and
support their visions for our kura. 

Hollis Bush is a rare display of virgin bush which was
set aside by William Hollis on
his farm back in 1882. It then became part of Waihi9s
first golf course which then
became Waihi College. Through the years it has been
enjoyed by thousands of
people; students and the wider community. There will
not be many locals who have
not enjoyed this space at some time in their life. It
hosts some impressive mature
native trees; kahikatea, tawa, rewarewa, rimu, matai
and more. These in turn host
tui, kaka, kereru and fantail as well as quite a few
exotic birds.

As part of the recent Conservation Week, a group of
interested people met to
discuss how we might care for this precious taonga so
that it can continue to be
enjoyed for many more generations.

Some baseline evaluations suggest a more protective
approach is required to allow
the bush to 8fill out9 again. A fenced walkway will help
guide walkers while enabling seedlings to re-
establish. Other measures include educational
signage, pest and weed control, and a replanting
programme.

We are currently looking for fencing waratahs
(preferably 1.8m) and fencing wire. 

If you are able to help with this or any other
fencing material, please email
davidt@waihicol.school.nz.

Our Y10 rockband performed for the first time at
Smokefree Rock Quest this year.

Although they didn9t go through they learnt a lot from
this experience and is very inspired and amped to
keep going and try again.

CROCS ARE OUT...
From the last day of this term, we will no longer be
allowing crocs as part of the school uniform. Please
check out our uniform policy on our website or contact
us if you have any questions

KEEPING WARM OVER
WINTER
This letter was emailed home to all caregivers earlier
in the week:

Agri-Forestry Team have bags of kindling for $10 and
10 kg bags of coal $10  for sale. The coal is West
Coast NZ coal and is surplus to requirement due to
school boiler system being decommissioned.Can
deliver Waihi/ Waihi Beach area.Pleasr contact
Carolyn Gravesom 0211052702 

Ultimate Frisbee 3 Thursdays 5.00pm 3
6.30pm

Thames Valley Netball Cluster Games 3
Friday Nights
Schedule available through to 5 June 2026.

Saturday Night Skating 3 Waihi Events
Centre
Saturdays | 6.00pm 3 8.00pm
$6 entry 4 come along and give it a go.

Waihi Badminton Club 3 Mondays
7.30pm 3 9.30pm
All welcome.

Pickleball 3 Waihi Events Centre
Held on various days. Contact for further
details.

Roller Disco Waihi Event 3 Sunday 14 June
2026
Waihi Events Centre | 3.00pm 3 5.30pm
See Facebook event for more details.

Walking & Tramping Groups
Various local and regional schedules available
4 email for details.

Waihi 50+ Cycle Group
May 2026 schedule available.

Ladies Skating 3 Thursdays
7.00pm
See poster for details.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT! 3 Suicide Awareness
Community Event
Saturday 12 September 2026 | 1.30pm 3
4.00pm
Free community event 4 see poster for details.

Trail Trilogy 3 Sunday 11 October 2026
Distances: 9km | 21km | 42km | 55km | 100km

Waihi Miners Inline Hockey 3 Tuesdays
Learn to Skate programme for ages 5+
See poster for details.

NZ Blood Drive 3 Monday 8 June 2026
Waihi Events Centre

Waihi Events Centre Bookings
Please get in touch with Jo Heath on 
Jo.Heath@hauraki-dc.govt.nz to enquire about
venue availability and booking times.

We9re encouraging all students and caregivers to
download the SchoolBridge app 4 your new first port
of call for all things school-related.  

Mark absences in seconds  

Check notices and updates  

Stay in the loop wherever you are

Getting started is easy:

STEP1:  download the Schoolbridge App
Either scan the QR code or download via App Store
or Google Play
STEP 2: Sign in with your school registered email
For caregivers, this is the email address you used
when enrolling your student and for students, it is your
school email address. If you are unsure, use the
8Request a Magic Sign-in Code9 option

ATTENDANCE MATTERS

For more information about why attendance matters,
please check out the handy PDF, recently shared by
Amanda Cook, found on our website in the Latest
News section.

If you have any questions about attendance, please
get in touch with us. You can email  Amanda at
amandac@waihicol.school.nz or contact Susan in the
Student Centre at susant@waihicol.school.nz.  

ISSUE 13 2026  

If this is difficult for your whānau, please do reach out
to the school. Thanks to our partnership with KidCan,
we are fortunate to have a range of shoe sizes
available to help support students who may need
them.

Finally, congratulations to the many students and staff
who are putting in an enormous amount of work
behind the scenes to bring three fabulous upcoming
initiatives to life:

our Matariki Evening Meal,

our showcase production The Revenge of the
Amazons, and

our stunning show Unhemmed.

These events reflect the creativity, talent, and passion
of our kura community, and we cannot wait to share
them with you. Tickets are available through our
website and newsletter links, and we would love to
see our hall filled with whānau and community
members celebrating alongside our young people.
Ngā mihi nui for your continued support of Waihi
College. Together we continue to create opportunities
for our rangatahi to thrive.

Ngā manaakitanga,
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

At our latest Kura Kai cook-off, our incredible students
and staff prepared 514 generously sized portions
for our community. That9s 514 portions made with
care, kindness and a whole lot of teamwork, ready to
support whānau connected to our kura.

A huge thank you to everyone who donated
ingredients, gave their time, or rolled up their sleeves
to help. Every meal represents the strength of a
community looking after its own 3 something we are
incredibly proud of at Waihī College.

REVENGE OF THE
AMAZONS: TICKETS
ON SALE NOW

We have three showings: 24th, 25th and
26th June from 7pm

Tickets available now at
https://events.humanitix.com/revenge-of-

the-amazons/tickets
or scan the QR code

The Purākau of Matariki
- a journey through kai:
24th July

ONE NIGHT ONLY
Tickets available now at

https://events.humanitix.com/pur-akau-of-
matariki-a-journey-through-kai/tickets

or by scanning the QR code above

UNHEMMED -
WEARABLE ART
SHOW: 11th June

GET BEHIND THE 40
HOUR FAMINE: 19th -
21st JUNE
Waihī College is proud to be supporting the 40 Hour
Famine again this year from 19th June till 21st June.
If students would like to get behind this important
cause, they can follow these few easy steps to sign
up and join the Waihī College team.

Waihī College is hosting a Chess Tournament on 16th
June in the school hall.  Please chat to Mrs Sutton if
you'd like to join in!

MEET OUR BOARD OF
TRUSTEES
Over the next few weeks, we9re excited to introduce
you to our amazing Board of Trustees by sharing a
little about each of them and the passion they bring to
our kura.

KURA KAI COOK OFF
We are so please with how our first Kura Kai cook-up
went. We were absolutely overwhelmed by the
generosity of our community 4 not only from whānau,
but also local businesses, staff, and students who all
contributed to making this initiative possible. The
meals prepared will be going out to members of our
school community, helping support families who may
need a little extra care and assistance at the moment.
It was incredible to see so many people come
together with kindness, compassion, and a shared
desire to help others. A huge thank you to Ms Fitz
who made it all happen in conjunction with Kura Kai,
and to everyone who donated food, time, resources,
and support. Your generosity has made a real
difference, and we are so grateful to be part of such a
caring community.

Please get in touch with Siobhan at
siobhanf@waihicol.school.nz if you9re able to help
with out next cook off, or iff you'd like to find out more
about Kura Kai - check out there website here:
https://kurakai.co.nz/ Items that would be particularly
helpful are:  
Potatoes, Onions, Celery, Carrots, Spinach, Macaroni,
Brown rice, Lentils, Split peas and Canned tomatoes

WARRATAHS AND
FENCING MATERIALS
WANTED: a message
from Rian Morgan, our
Environmental Leader
for 2026
Kia ora Waihi College community,

My name is Rian, and I am proud to be serving as the
Co-Environmental Leader for 2026 alongside Alexis
Hughes. This year, our school is undertaking an
exciting conservation project, and we need your help
to make it happen. 

We are asking for donations of warratahs, strainer
posts (or similar), wire, and any other fencing
materials you might have lying around. These will be
used to protect and restore Hollis Bush, a natural area
on our school grounds, giving native plants and
wildlife a better chance to thrive. Hollis Bush is the
last virgin native forest in the area, so it holds great
significance to our kura.

If you have materials you could donate, or know
someone who does, please get in touch with me
(rmo20074@waihicol.school.nz) or Mr Tait
(davidt@waihicol.school.nz). Every contribution, big
or small, makes a real difference.

Ngā mihi,
Rian
Environmental Leader 2026

THE NAVY BAND
The Royal New Zealand Navy Band performed at
Waihi College last week, to our juniors. They are
currently doing a tour of the Hauraki and Coromandel
schools and it was so inspiring to watch! They played
a lot of different genres including a Superhero medley
which had the students dancing. Many student
musicians don9t know that they can pursue a career in
the defence force playing music!, so it was great to
get them in and showcase all they have to offer.

WAIHI RURAL PCT
CHALLENGE
Last Thursday, 4 Year 8 students (Kahu Appleton,
Carter Hewlett, Rikki Morgan and Sophie Oates)
attended the Waihi Rural PCT Challenge. The Police
Competency Test is an obstacle course that all
aspiring police officers have to go around, jumping
through open windows, climbing over walls and
fences, crawling under barriers and dragging a dead
weight for 10 meters. Our incredible Year 8 ākonga,
competed against over 20 other schools from out rohe
and came out on top, winning the entire event. This
has earned them an invitation to the National event
taking place later this year.

SMOKE FREE ROCK
QUEST

 Tēna koutou Whānau

Re: Keeping Warm During the Cold Weather

I would like to thank you for your efforts in
encouraging your tamariki to wear their school
uniform so far this year. As you may be aware, we
had a focus on uniform last year and have continued
this into 2026.

As the weather is beginning to chill down again, we
wanted to remind you that our official school
sweatshirt or jacket are the most suitable outerwear
for maintaining warmth during break times and
outdoor activities. However, we understand that some
rangatahi might prefer additional layering underneath
their uniform.

Here's what rangatahi can wear for extra warmth:

* Black or white thermal wear can be worn discreetly
under their school shirts.

If your tamariki doesn't have a school sweatshirt or
jacket available, a note from you, the caregiver or
whānau, is required. We will then provide a temporary
pass for them to wear a suitable alternative for that
day.
We would also encourage rangatahi to wear long
trousers to keep themselves warm during the colder
weather.

Please note:

* Hoodies (including sports hoodies) are not school
uniform and so are not permitted for school.
* Trackpants (jersey material), jeans and cargo pants
are not permitted for school.

School sweatshirts, jackets and trousers are available
for purchase from the Uniform Shop.

The shop's opening hours are:

Tuesday: 8.00am 3 9.00am

Wednesday: 1.40pm 3 3.40pm

We appreciate your support in ensuring all our
rangatahi stay warm and comfortable throughout the
winter season.

Parent Portal survey link correction
Kia ora e te whānau

Aroha mai! There was an error in the Parent Portal
section of the pānui that went out this morning:
https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-
caregivers/schools-year-0-13/parent-portal.
Please take a few minutes to share your whakaaro on
the Parent Portal through this updated survey link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/parentportal2026

Ngā mihi maioha
Nā mātou ngā kaimahi o Kia Manawaroa.

We are in the process of undertaking our
community health consultation. If you have a student
here in year's 7 - 10 we would love to hear from you
about what you believe is important in the health
curriculum. Please check your emails as you would
have received a link from Chantelle Archer to
complete the form. If you didn't receive the email you
can click this
link https://forms.gle/gMuLvgKgMuU8tBiZA to have
your say. 

Each person who completes the survey goes into the
draw to win a $50 New World voucher OR a $50 fuel
voucher. 

KINDLING AND COAL
FOR SALE

Family Tech Agreement
As was mentioned 2 weeks ago, one way to begin
finding balance is with a Family Tech Agreement.
This isn9t just a list of rules; it provides an opportunity
for an open korero about responsibilities and
expectations. By setting clear boundaries, you
allow your rangatahi to develop critical thinking skills
and grow safe habits regarding their digital use. 

An agreement also provides a safe space to discuss
online risks before they become a serious issue,
empowering your child to navigate the digital world
safely. 

Prior to starting this conversation, it is important that
you, we recommend parents and guardians take a
moment to read through the Family Tech Agreement
template (link can be found on our website in the
Latest News section) on our Online Safety Hub. This
will help you prepare for the discussion and give you
a head start on considering: 

Activities or interests your child/ren can
participate in without a device.

Possible times when your whanau could have
screen-free periods.

Digital issues such as oversharing or
inappropriate content. 

Remember, this is a team effort. As adults, we have
a crucial role in modelling healthy habits such as
engaging in hobbies without our devices, putting
phones away during mealtimes, or switching off
before bed.

You can find more information on these topics at
the Waihi College Online Safety Hub:
https://waihicollege.onlinesafetyhub.nz/  

SCHOOL BRIDGE APP:
Stay connected. Stay
informed. Keep it simple

It9s quick, convenient, and we9ll be adding even more
features as we go. Jump on board today and make
school communication smoother for everyone! Head
to the Latest News section of our website for handy
links.

Remember, an easy way to keep us informed
about your student's attendance is via the School

Bridge App (further details shown above). 
Download it now and keep in touch with all things

going on at Waihī College.

This newsletter can also be found
on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz

65e5bf88
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