
Tēnā koutou katoa e te whānau o Waihi College,
This term our focus has been on whanaungatanga 3 the
relationships, connections and sense of belonging that
bind us together as a school community. Over recent
weeks, we have seen this value come to life in so many
ways.

Our sold-out showcase Unhemmed was a
wonderful example. Audiences saw the
performances, costumes, lighting and
creativity, but behind the scenes were
countless hours of teamwork, commitment,
problem-solving and support. Students,
staff, whānau and community members
came together to create something truly
special, and we are incredibly proud of
everyone involved. 

A special thank you to Paige Kingston and
the many staff, volunteers and supporters
whose vision and hard work made the
event such a success.

The excitement continues next week with
Revenge of the Amazons. The dedication
shown by our students and staff has been
phenomenal, with many hours invested in
bringing this production to life. With only
three performances, make sure you don't
miss out on what promises to be another
outstanding showcase of talent.

Our strategic goals of Pathways and
Partnerships continue to drive positive
outcomes for learners. Flexible pathways
through programmes such as AE, Te Ara
Hou, Gateway, and vocational learning are
providing meaningful opportunities for
students to succeed. 

UNHEMMED: 
A HUGE SUCCESS

The winners of the night
were: 
Highly Commended: Bloom - Honoka
Kobori (Waihi) 
Te Tīmatanga o te ao - Mahana Magee
(Waihi) 
Wicked - Abigail Dovey (Hauraki Plains) 
Excellent Garment Construction: Preserved
Petals - Breeze Clothier (Waihi) 
Stories of the South Pacific: Bound by the
Tide - Kaitlyn Ruby Te-Kae Pokaia-Lane,
Hollie Ormsby, Sage-Ruby McKenzie
(Katikati) 
Crafted Couture: Beyond the Weave - Zoe-
Beth Naisby (Waihi) 
Depths & Heights: The Sun and the moon -
Haile Salais & Duncan McKinnon (Waihi) 

RED: Hidden Scars - Rika Takagi (Waihi) 
Open: White Terror - Cleopatra Huang
(Waihi) 
Best Model: Aleera Castro (Waihi) 
Bizarre Bra: Knead Support - Mrs Fitz &
Max Morely 
Junior Star: How Maui pull up Aotearoa -
Ataarangi Douglas Hunt (Katikati)
Star of the night: When the stars drowned -
Mieya Smith (Hauraki Plains) 
Thank you to Gordon Harris and National
Art Supplies for their donation towards
prizes and to all the incredibly talented
designers and models who brought the
UNHEMMED to life last night. The photos
are now online via our School Photos
page:
https://www.waihicol.school.nz/.../school-
photos-reo...

Friday night's performance is nearly
sold out, with only a handful of seats
remaining, so get in quick if that's your
preferred night!

There's still plenty of availability for our
Wednesday and Thursday shows, so
gather your friends and whānau and
come along for an evening of laughter,
magic, and incredible local talent.

Don't miss your chance to support our
amazing cast, crew, and Director
Ingrid Berry as they bring this hilarious
production to life! 

Only 15 tickets left - buy yours now so
you don't miss out. 

Ticket sales close 2nd July!

Scan the QR code or follow the
link.

ONE NIGHT ONLY

Tickets available at
https://events.humanitix.com/pur-akau-
of-matariki-a-journey-through-kai/tickets

or by scanning the QR code

We have PIE THE PREFECT this
Wednesday! Have you ever wanted to
pie a student leader or teacher? if so,
you’re in luck on Wednesday at first
break we are running Pie the Prefect. 

Come down to the quad, pay $5 to pie
a student leader of your choice or pay
$10 to pie one of the teachers
participating. All funds with go toward
the school 40 Hour Famine
Fundraising.

As you know, our Board of Trustees for
2026 consist of: our Presiding Member,
Tineke Iverson, our Parent Representatives
Victoria Menary, Gemma Barden, Cat Sole
and Karyn Williams, our Staff
Representative Tracy Te Wake, and our
Student Representative, Stuart Hartley.

It will be great to get to know them all
better and support their visions for our
kura. 

CROCS ARE OUT...
From the last day of this term, we will no longer be
allowing crocs as part of the school uniform. Please check
out our uniform policy on our website or contact us if you
have any questions

FUTURE
PATHWAYS WITH
MRS GRAVESON

An Otago University Information hui is being held for
whānau and ākonga
Date: Thursday 25 June Time: 6.30 3 7.30 pm
Venue: Tauranga Boys’ College Graham Young Youth
Theatre 
The evening will cover: Otago Overview: What the
University of Otago can offer you, Accommodation 3 Life in
a Residential College, Admission, Scholarships and Costs
and Study Options 3 Arts, Law, Business, Sciences and
Health Sciences.

We’re encouraging all students and
caregivers to download the SchoolBridge
app 4 your new first port of call for all
things school-related.  

Mark absences in seconds  

Check notices and updates  

Stay in the loop wherever you are

Getting started is easy:

STEP1:  download the Schoolbridge App
Either scan the QR code or download via
App Store or Google Play
STEP 2: Sign in with your school registered
email
For caregivers, this is the email address
you used when enrolling your student and
for students, it is your school email
address. If you are unsure, use the
8Request a Magic Sign-in Code9 option

ATTENDANCE
MATTERS

For more information about why
attendance matters, please check out the
handy PDF, recently shared by Amanda
Cook, found on our website in the Latest
News section.

If you have any questions about
attendance, please get in touch with us.
You can email  Amanda at
amandac@waihicol.school.nz or contact
Susan in the Student Centre at
susant@waihicol.school.nz.  
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Authentic learning experiences, including EOTC opportunities and student-led projects such as the
Hollis Bush initiative, continue to strengthen engagement and real-world learning.

Strong partnerships with whānau, employers and community organisations are enriching learning
experiences and supporting student success. Mentoring, collaboration and shared expertise continue
to build capability across our school community. Walkthroughs the classrooms often highlight friendly,
respectful and engaged students who are proud to share their learning and contribute positively to our
school culture.
I would also like to acknowledge our sporting teams who continue to represent Waihi College with
pride, whether competing in rain, hail or sunshine. I have recently received several emails praising our
students' conduct, sportsmanship and positive attitudes. Thank you for living our values and
representing our school so well on the courts, fields and arenas.

As always, thank you to our staff, whānau and community for the time, care and support you invest in
our young people. Together, we are creating a place where students can belong, thrive and achieve
success in many different ways.

Kia kaha, kia māia, kia manawanui,
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

Did you know that Whare Maia was established in 1998 as a unique house of learning, designed to be
both a teaching space and a place where te ao Māori could be celebrated and lived every day?

Named in honour of Maia, a much-loved member of our school community, Whare Maia was created
through the vision and determination of staff, whānau, students, and local community members. Many
of the carvings were crafted by students working alongside local carvers, using macrocarpa timber
sourced from trees grown on the school grounds.

For more than 25 years, Whare Maia has provided a place of belonging, connection, and cultural
pride. It has supported generations of tauira to strengthen their identity, learn te reo Māori, participate
in tikanga, and build lifelong connections with their culture and community.

Today, Whare Maia continues to be a living taonga of Waihi College4growing, evolving, and enriching
the lives of our students while honouring the legacy of those who helped bring it to life.

Ù � Calling all Bakers! � Ù
We're putting out the call for homemade goodies to help stock the food stall at our production of
Revenge of the Amazons!

Rather than buying food to sell, we'd love donations from our amazing kura and wider community.
Every muffin, slice, brownie, biscuit, cake, or sweet treat helps raise funds to cover the costs of the
play and support our Drama Department. �

And because we're a competitive bunch... we're turning it into a baking competition! Each night we'll
have a "People's Choice" vote, with audience members able to cast their vote for their favourite
baking creation. The winning baker each night will take home a prize! ¾

Baking can be dropped off each day from Wednesday 24th, through to Friday 26th at either the Front
Office or the Student Centre, and will be proudly displayed (and hopefully quickly sold!) that evening.

So dust off those recipe books, fire up the oven, and help us make our food stall as spectacular as the
show itself. Thank you for supporting our talented cast and crew — we can't wait to see what
you bake! /

Last week Waihi College hosted UNHEMMED, our inaugural wearable art show. It was a fantastic
evening filled with innovation, creativity, music, kapa haka and lots of laughs. A big thank you to Jess
Ellis & Sharn Ammann for judging our winners!

REVENGE OF THE AMAZONS IS ALMOST
HERE!

X  Get your tickets here:
https://events.humanitix.com/revenge-of-the-amazons

The Purākau of Matariki - a journey through
kai: 24th July

PIE A PREFECT FOR THE 40 HOUR FAMINE
40 Hour Famine is this weekend. Well done to everyone who has signed up and raised money - you
are true legends! Together you have already raised just over $2,000.

If you'd like to donate, head to
https://fundraise.worldvision.org.nz/fundraisers/waihicollege

CHESS TOURNAMENT
On Tuesday, Waihi College was pleased to welcome students from Thames, Paeroa, and Sancta
Maria, with around 20 keen players enjoying a day of strategy, concentration, and friendly competition.

We look forward to the next tournament, hosted by Paeroa College on 3 September.

Kura Kai 3 Help Us Keep Cooking!
Our first Kura Kai cook-up was a fantastic success, and we were delighted to prepare so many meals
to support our school whānau. The generosity shown by our students, staff, families, and wider
community has been incredible, and we're excited to keep the initiative going.

We're still collecting paper bags, which the team at Waihi Beach Garden Centre are kindly exchanging
with us for fresh vegetables. The more paper bags we can collect, the more Kura Kai meals we can
cook! If you have any spare paper bags at home, please drop them off at the Student Centre, Front
Office, or with your ako teacher. Every bag makes a difference and helps us continue providing meals
for members of our school community.
A huge thank you to Waihi Beach Garden Centre for their ongoing support, and to everyone who has
contributed so far.

MEET OUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Over the next few weeks, we’re excited to introduce you to our amazing Board of Trustees by sharing
a little about each of them and the passion they bring to our kura.

University Information Hui for Parents/ Caregivers and Students
If you are intending on attending any of these events, please see Mrs Graveson in the Gateway Office
for the registration form.

June 18     University of Waikato On Campus Evening Hamilton Campus, 6pm Gallagher
Academy of Performing Arts, University of Waikato, Hamilton Campus                 

June 23     University of Canterbury Tauranga Information Evening, 6.00 - 8;15pm Mercury
BayPark Stadium Tauranga

June 24     University of Canterbury Hamilton Information Evening, 6.00 - 8:15pm FMG Stadium
Hamilton

July 1       University of Auckland Tauranga Information Evening. See Mrs Graveson for more
information

July 2       University of Auckland Hamilton Information Evening. See Mrs Graveson for more
information

Skills need to navigate the Digital World Safely
From disappearing messages and location sharing to online bullying, the digital world can feel
overwhelming. It is natural to worry about the impacts of the digital world, along with excessive screen
time, on our teens’ mental wellbeing, anxiety levels and real-world social skills. 

However, it is important to remember that technology has positives too, such as connection, creativity
and learning. 

An alternative to banning devices is to take an active role in teaching skills to our rangatahi to
help them navigate the online world more safely. As adults, we need to help them to use
technology with purpose and responsibility, and that includes the world of social media. 

Core Skills to focus on:

Being a positive bystander: Teach them how to safely stand up to online bullying. 

Spotting <excessive screen time=: Support them to recognise when screens are impacting
their mood or sleep and help them to develop ways to disconnect. 

Understanding Risks: Talk to them about the dangers of oversharing information, including
their location, and the risks of interacting with strangers online. 

By teaching these skills, we can ensure their online interactions remain positive and balanced. Head
to the Waihi College Online Safety Hub (https://waihicollege.onlinesafetyhub.nz/) today for tools and
guides to get started.

SCHOOL BRIDGE APP: Stay connected. Stay
informed. Keep it simple

It’s quick, convenient, and we’ll be adding even more features as we go. Jump on board today and
make school communication smoother for everyone! Head to the Latest News section of our website
for handy links.

Remember, an easy way to keep us informed about your student's attendance is via the School
Bridge App (further details shown above). 

Download it now and keep in touch with all things going on at Waihī College.

This newsletter can also be found on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz

65e5bf88

https://www.waihicol.school.nz/keeping-informed-%c2%b7-parongo/school-photos-reo-mano-%c2%b7-nga-whakaahua-reo-mano/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExVmlKUWwzRE1qWDRnYXR4VHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7sIqPz4Iiwy1rCE0JtEPWm1uEiDl_sGgQZCQXgFzi5uT--ZpyhkWTrHyzAhA_aem_LH0Ff4gJzOWJzhycWIxSIA
https://www.waihicol.school.nz/keeping-informed-%c2%b7-parongo/school-photos-reo-mano-%c2%b7-nga-whakaahua-reo-mano/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExVmlKUWwzRE1qWDRnYXR4VHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7sIqPz4Iiwy1rCE0JtEPWm1uEiDl_sGgQZCQXgFzi5uT--ZpyhkWTrHyzAhA_aem_LH0Ff4gJzOWJzhycWIxSIA

