
Tēnā koutou e te whānau o Waihī College, 
Learning, Growing and Building a Legacy Together
As we move through another busy and exciting term, I
have been reflecting on a question inspired by Legacy by
James Kerr:

What kind of legacy do we want to leave
behind, and what are we prepared to do
about it?

Legacy is not something that appears at
the end of our journey. It is built every day
through who we are, what we are prepared
to sacrifice, and the language we choose. It
is shaped by how we treat others, how we
respond to challenges, and how willing we
are to keep learning and growing.

At Waihi College, our legacy will not be
found in programmes or initiatives alone,
but in the people we develop, the
relationships we nurture and the collective
spirit we create. If we lead authentically,
serve humbly and strengthen our sense of
kotahitanga, we will leave something that
endures long after our individual roles have
changed.

In our current context, this means
continuing to be learners ourselves. It
means choosing curiosity over
defensiveness, embracing feedback, and
asking, "How can I make a difference 

 today?" rather than waiting for tomorrow.

Creating Pathways Through
Partnerships

One of the greatest strengths of Waihi
College is that learning does not happen in
isolation. Educational excellence and future
pathways are strengthened through the
relationships we build with whānau, iwi,
businesses, community groups and the
many people who generously support our
young people.

Whether it is students restoring Hollis
Bush, caring for the new beehives (coming)
on our farm, participating in sports
exchanges, preparing for international
experiences, developing leadership skills,
or expressing themselves through the arts,
our students are learning in authentic ways
that connect them to their futures and to
their community.
Together, we are creating pathways that
prepare young people not just for
employment, but for life.

Baking can be dropped off each day from
Wednesday 24th, through to Friday 26th at
either the Front Office or the Student
Centre, and will be proudly displayed (and
hopefully quickly sold!) that evening.

So dust off those recipe books, fire up the
oven, and help us make our food stall as
spectacular as the show itself. Thank you
for supporting our talented cast and
crew 4 we can't wait to see what you
bake! /

Friday night's performance is nearly
sold out, with only a handful of seats
remaining, so get in quick if that's your
preferred night!

There's still plenty of availability for our
Wednesday and Thursday shows, so
gather your friends and whānau and
come along for an evening of laughter,
magic, and incredible local talent.

Don't miss your chance to support our
amazing cast, crew, and Director
Ingrid Berry as they bring this hilarious
production to life! 

Only 15 tickets left - buy yours now so
you don't miss out. 

 Ticket sales close 2nd July!

Scan the QR code or follow the
link.

ONE NIGHT ONLY

Tickets available at
https://events.humanitix.com/pur-akau-
of-matariki-a-journey-through-kai/tickets

or by scanning the QR code

As you know, our Board of Trustees for
2026 consist of: our Presiding Member,
Tineke Iverson, our Parent Representatives
Victoria Menary, Gemma Barden, Cat Sole
and Karyn Williams, our Staff
Representative Tracy Te Wake, and our
Student Representative, Stuart Hartley.

It will be great to get to know them all
better and support their visions for our
kura. 

CROCS ARE OUT...
From the last day of this term, we will no longer be
allowing crocs as part of the school uniform. Please check
out our uniform policy on our website or contact us if you
have any questions

FUTURE
PATHWAYS WITH
MRS GRAVESON

An Otago University Information hui is being held for
whānau and ākonga
Date: Thursday 25 June Time: 6.30 3 7.30 pm
Venue: Tauranga Boys’ College Graham Young Youth
Theatre 
The evening will cover: Otago Overview: What the
University of Otago can offer you, Accommodation 3 Life in
a Residential College, Admission, Scholarships and Costs
and Study Options 3 Arts, Law, Business, Sciences and
Health Sciences.

We’re encouraging all students and
caregivers to download the SchoolBridge
app 4 your new first port of call for all
things school-related.  

Mark absences in seconds  

Check notices and updates  

Stay in the loop wherever you are

Getting started is easy:

STEP1:  download the Schoolbridge App
Either scan the QR code or download via
App Store or Google Play
STEP 2: Sign in with your school registered
email
For caregivers, this is the email address
you used when enrolling your student and
for students, it is your school email
address. If you are unsure, use the
8Request a Magic Sign-in Code9 option

ATTENDANCE
MATTERS

For more information about why
attendance matters, please check out the
handy PDF, recently shared by Amanda
Cook, found on our website in the Latest
News section.

If you have any questions about
attendance, please get in touch with us.
You can email  Amanda at
amandac@waihicol.school.nz or contact
Susan in the Student Centre at
susant@waihicol.school.nz.  
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Revenge of the Amazons 3 Opening This Week!
Excitement is building as our talented cast and crew prepare to bring Revenge of the
Amazons to the stage this week.
Months of dedication, creativity and teamwork have gone into this production, and it truly
reflects what makes Waihi College special. Students, staff, whānau and community
supporters have all played a part, demonstrating that great things happen when we work
together.
I warmly invite our community to come along and support our students. This promises to
be an epic show filled with laughter, drama and plenty of talent.

�  Revenge of the Amazons 2  Waihi College Hall
� Tickets can be booked through Humanitix.Simply head to www.humanitix.com and
search for "Revenge of the Amazons 3 Waihi College", or follow the link shared on our
Facebook page and school website. Bring your whānau, invite your friends and enjoy an
evening celebrating the creativity and courage of our young people.

As a community, we are all writing our legacy together. May it be one characterised by
service, learning, connection and hope. A legacy that says we cared deeply, gave
generously and worked together to ensure every young person could flourish.
Ngā manaakitanga,
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

Did you know that every day at Waihi College, our students are building more than
qualifications?
Through kapa haka, performing arts, sports, leadership opportunities, vocational
pathways, outdoor education, mentoring, community projects, and classroom learning, our
young people are developing the skills, confidence, resilience, and relationships that will
shape their futures.

Whether they are performing on stage, supporting younger students, working towards
NCEA, representing the school, caring for our environment, or exploring future careers
through Gateway and workplace experiences, our students are learning what it means to
contribute to something bigger than themselves.

At Waihi College, success isn't measured solely by results. It's also measured by the
kindness shown to others, the courage to try something new, the willingness to learn from
mistakes, and the positive difference our students make in our school and wider
community.

Every day, our students are writing their own legacy4and we couldn't be prouder. 

Ù � Calling all Bakers! � Ù
We're putting out the call for homemade goodies to help stock the food stall at our
production of Revenge of the Amazons!

Rather than buying food to sell, we'd love donations from our amazing kura and wider
community. Every muffin, slice, brownie, biscuit, cake, or sweet treat helps raise funds to
cover the costs of the play and support our Drama Department. �

And because we're a competitive bunch... we're turning it into a baking competition! Each
night we'll have a "People's Choice" vote, with audience members able to cast their vote
for their favourite baking creation. The winning baker each night will take home a prize! ¾

REVENGE OF THE AMAZONS IS
ALMOST HERE!

X  Get your tickets here:
https://events.humanitix.com/revenge-of-the-amazons

The Purākau of Matariki - a journey
through kai: 24th July

PARENT HELP NEEDED - Science Roadshow
Please get in touch with us if you can help with our Year 7&8 trip to Paeroa next term for
the Science Roadshow - first Tuesday back (21st July). Email Angela Edwards on
angelae@waihicol.school.nz or Casey Davies on caseyd@waihicol.school.nz if you think
you can help.

Waihi College on 7 Sharp!
Check our the special story on our incredible Jump Start Driving Programme on 7 Sharp.
Last week, Daniel Faitaua and the 7 Sharp camera crew spent the day with Mrs G, our
Jump Start driving instructors, and local Police, capturing the impact this fantastic
programme is having in our community.
Thanks to the dedication of everyone involved, Jump Start has now helped  200 students
gain their restricted driver's licence 3 opening doors to employment, further education, and
greater independence.
A huge thank you to all those who have supported the programme over the years. 

TOI Wearable Arts Competition

Following on from the success of our own UNHEMMED Wearable Art event, several Waihī
College students recently travelled to Tauranga to take part in the TOI Wearable Arts
Competition. It was an incredible evening, with our students proudly showcasing their
creativity, talent, and hard work on a larger stage. The garments looked fantastic, and our
students received wonderful feedback from judges and audience members alike.

We were also thrilled to bring home a number of awards on the night: Mahana and Grace
3 Outstanding Stage Presence; Aleera 3 Outstanding Stage Presence; Zoe-Beth and
Ruby 3 Excellent Garment Construction; Breeze 3 Innovative Use of Materials; Cleopatra
3 Powerful Storytelling. The biggest accolade of the evening, Star of the Night, was
awarded to Zoe-Beth Naisby (modelled by Ruby) for the second year in a row 4 an
outstanding achievement.

Congratulations to all of our students who participated. We are incredibly proud of the
creativity, confidence, and dedication they brought to both Unhemmed and the TOI
Wearable Arts Competition. You represented Waihī College brilliantly and should be very
proud of your achievements.

40 HOUR FAMINE
A huge congratulations and thank you to everyone who took part in the 40 Hour Challenge
over the weekend! Our Waihi College students have raised just over $2,000 so far, with a
little more still trickling in. We are incredibly proud of every student who stepped up,
challenged themselves, and helped make a difference.

A special shout-out goes to Ivy Benfield, Owen Laing, Mackenzie Bell, Jack Kays, and
Whaea Te-Awhi Cooper for their outstanding efforts.

Thank you also to all the whānau, friends, staff, and community members who sponsored
our students. Your generosity and support have helped make this a fantastic result for a
very worthy cause. Ka rawe, everyone! We are proud to be supporting the 40 Hour
Challenge and the positive impact it has around the world

LESSONS FROM WAIHI TYRE SERVICES
A huge shout-out to Mike and Hayley from Waihi Tyre Services! Thank you for popping
into Waihi College recently to give our students a hands-on lesson in changing a tyre. It's
one of those practical life skills that can make a real difference when things don't go to
plan on the road.This workshop was organised through our Students Against Dangerous
Driving (SADD) committee, with the goal of helping young drivers build confidence,
knowledge, and safe driving habits.We're incredibly grateful to Mike and Hayley for
sharing their time and expertise with our students. Your support helps equip our rangatahi
with valuable skills that could one day keep them safe on the road. Thank you!

Kura Kai 3 Help Us Keep Cooking!
Our first Kura Kai cook-up was a fantastic success, and we were delighted to prepare so
many meals to support our school whānau. The generosity shown by our students, staff,
families, and wider community has been incredible, and we're excited to keep the initiative
going.

We're still collecting paper bags, which the team at Waihi Beach Garden Centre are kindly
exchanging with us for fresh vegetables. The more paper bags we can collect, the more
Kura Kai meals we can cook! If you have any spare paper bags at home, please drop
them off at the Student Centre, Front Office, or with your ako teacher. Every bag makes a
difference and helps us continue providing meals for members of our school community.
A huge thank you to Waihi Beach Garden Centre for their ongoing support, and to
everyone who has contributed so far.

MEET OUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Over the next few weeks, we’re excited to introduce you to our amazing Board of Trustees
by sharing a little about each of them and the passion they bring to our kura.

University Information Hui for Parents/ Caregivers and Students
If you are intending on attending any of these events, please see Mrs Graveson in the
Gateway Office for the registration form.

June 23     University of Canterbury Tauranga Information Evening, 6.00 - 8;15pm
Mercury BayPark Stadium Tauranga

June 24     University of Canterbury Hamilton Information Evening, 6.00 - 8:15pm
FMG Stadium Hamilton

July 1       University of Auckland Tauranga Information Evening. See Mrs Graveson
for more information

July 2       University of Auckland Hamilton Information Evening. See Mrs Graveson
for more information

REMINDER: BYOD SCHOOL
Remember that Waihi College is a BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) school. This means
students need to have their Chromebook/laptops at school, charged and ready to use
every day, to help with their learning. Alternatively, they can hire from the school - chat to
your student's ako or home teacher if you'd like to know more about hiring.

Understanding Teen Behaviour: 
What Science Tells Us
Have you ever found yourself jumping in to save your teenager from a difficult
situation?

As parents, our modern reflex is often to jump in too early and rescue our teenagers from
discomfort. We want to protect them when things hurt or feel bad. But Kathryn Berkett
reminds us that to raise resilient children, teens need multiple moments of "tolerable
stress" to build their mental fitness.

When a teen encounters a setback such as a friendship conflict, a bad grade, or forgetting
their gear, they are likely to feel tolerably uncomfortable. While difficult, this is an ideal
opportunity for them to experience failure and learn how to push through a challenge.
Pushing beyond their normal capability stretches their comfort zone and actually rewards
their brain with a dopamine rush afterwards. 

Instead of immediately stepping in to solve the problem, 

Lend them some of your calm: Help them regulate their emotions first.  Once they
are calm, listen to them. If they ask, you could problem-solve with them to find some
strategies for next time. 

Check your why: Have an honest check-in with your young person to ensure that
the stress is tolerable and that you are encouraging them to persist for the right
reasons. 

Process the after-effect: Once they have worked through the situation by talking
with the teacher or resolving the peer issue, talk with them. Help them notice that
they are capable of doing hard things. 

Remember, by supporting them through moments of tolerable stress, you help your teen
develop the skills they need to handle life’s challenges.

For more information: Read this article, Should teenagers be pushed to do activites they
aren't really into? https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/education/532582/should-teenagers-be-
pushed-to-do-activities-they-aren-t-really-into

SCHOOL BRIDGE APP: Stay connected.
Stay informed. Keep it simple

It’s quick, convenient, and we’ll be adding even more features as we go. Jump on board
today and make school communication smoother for everyone! Head to the Latest News
section of our website for handy links.

Remember, an easy way to keep us informed about your student's attendance is via
the School Bridge App (further details shown above). 

Download it now and keep in touch with all things going on at Waihī College.

This newsletter can also be found on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz
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