
Tēnā koutou katoa,
As many of our winter sports teams wrap up another
fantastic season, I want to congratulate every student who
has represented Waihi College with pride, commitment and
determination. Whether you achieved a podium finish,
celebrated personal growth, or simply gave your best, you
have represented our kura with mana.

A heartfelt thank you also goes to our
coaches, managers, officials, sponsors,
parents, caregivers and supporters. Your
willingness to travel far and wide, volunteer
your time, and cheer on our students
makes these opportunities possible. Sport
truly is a partnership between school and
community, and we are incredibly grateful
for your support.

Leadership Starts With You
Leadership isn't about a title4it's about the
choices you make every day.
It begins with leading yourself: showing
kindness, acting with integrity, persevering
when things are tough, and making
decisions that reflect your values.
As you continue your journey, remember
to:

Know your values 3 they become
your compass.

Know your purpose 3 let it guide
your direction.

Build your village 3 surround
yourself with people who encourage
and challenge you.

Protect your wellbeing 3
leadership is sustainable when your
cup is full.

Be brave 3 as my mum always
reminded me, "You can do hard
things."

One of my favourite leadership quotes from
Brené Brown reminds us to lead with a
strong back, soft front and wild heart4to
be courageous, compassionate and
hopeful.
As you reflect this week, ask yourself:

What three values do I want to be
known for?

Who is in my village?

Would my future self be proud of the
choices I'm making today?

Leadership begins the moment you choose
to make a positive difference in someone
else's life.

Health &amp; Physical
Education Consultation

Thank you to everyone who completed our
Health and Physical Education curriculum
consultation. Your feedback is invaluable
as we continue to shape a curriculum that
reflects the aspirations of our community.
Congratulations to the Goodwin whānau,
whose name was drawn to receive our
appreciation voucher. We'll be sharing a
summary of the consultation findings over
the coming month.
We also know there are many wonderful
things happening at Waihi College that not
everyone hears about. The best way to
stay connected is through our Facebook,
Instagram, SchoolBridge, and website,
where we regularly celebrate student
success and share upcoming events.

Statics:
Cupcakes: 
Clarisse: Gold with Distinction (a perfect
score & Class Winner)
Jazmine Gold

Cold Dessert: 
Ana: Silver
Kendra: Bronze

Cafe Cake: 
Auriol: Silver
Meliza: Silver
Shaniah: Silver

Live Restaurant Classes: 
Chicken :
Cleopatra: Gold
Shaniah: Bronze

Healthy Lunch:
Charisse: Gold & Class Winner
Cleopatra: Silver

Pizza:
Ana: Silver
Saffire: Bronze

Mystery Box:
Charisse/Clarisse Bronze
Ana/Cleopatra Merit

Burger:
Clarisse: Gold &amp; Class Winner
Charisse: Gold
Ana: Silver
Meliza: Bronze
Shaniah: Bronze

Dessert: 
Clarisse: Silver & Class Winner
Ella: Silver
Kendra: Silver

Dumplings:
Ella: Gold & Class Winner

2 Course team menu:
Charisse/Clarisse: Gold & Class Winner

Barista: 
Jazmine: Silver

Volare Toastie:
Ana: Gold & Class Winner
Kendra: Bronze

Fry Bread
anyone??
You can PRE-ORDER YOUR FRY BREAD!
Support our Waihi College Senior Girls
Development Netball Team as we fundraise
for our Kurangaituku Netball Tournament in
Rotorua (11313 September)! Tuesday 18
August First Break Pre-order your fry bread
packs now: Pack 1 3 3 for $5 Pack 2 3 5
for $8 Pack 3 3 10 for $15 We’ll also have:
Sausage Sizzle $3 Cold Drinks $2.50
Home Baking From $2Combo - Drink &
Sausage Sizzle $5

ITM FESTIVAL
Waihi College is very excited to be taking
our Concert Band and Guitar Ensemble to
the Hamilton festival this year. The date is
Friday, 28 August. Permission slips will be
going out soon. Students should be
practising 1 hour a day at least! 

Any questions, get in touch with Mr Randell
at edwinr@waihicol.school.nz

Mountain Bike
Helmets Wanted
If you have any bike helmets which are no
longer used, we'd be keen to share them
with Mountain bikers at school. Only
helmets in good condition can be used. No
cracks or other damage please. If you are
able to help, helmets can be left at the
Student Center. Safe Biking!
Thanks, 
David Tait

FUTURE
PATHWAYS WITH
MRS GRAVESON

We’re encouraging all students and
caregivers to download the SchoolBridge
app 4 your new first port of call for all
things school-related.  

Mark absences in seconds  

Check notices and updates  

Stay in the loop wherever you are

Getting started is easy:

STEP1:  download the Schoolbridge App
Either scan the QR code or download via
App Store or Google Play
STEP 2: Sign in with your school registered
email
For caregivers, this is the email address
you used when enrolling your student and
for students, it is your school email
address. If you are unsure, use the
8Request a Magic Sign-in Code9 option

ATTENDANCE
MATTERS

For more information about why
attendance matters, please check out the
handy PDF, recently shared by Amanda
Cook, found on our website in the Latest
News section.

If you have any questions about
attendance, please get in touch with us.
You can email  Amanda at
amandac@waihicol.school.nz or contact
Susan in the Student Centre at
susant@waihicol.school.nz.  
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We'd also love to see you in person. Throughout the year we host productions,
performances, information evenings and community events, and everyone is welcome.
We are continually looking for new ways to strengthen the connection between home and
school because we know our young people thrive when we work together.
Thank you for your continued support of Waihi College.

Kia kaha. Kia māia. Kia manawanui
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

At Waihi College, learning goes far beyond the classroom.
Students can explore their interests through robotics, engineering, agriculture,
hospitality, drama, music, kapa haka, outdoor education and a wide range of sports.
Along the way, they build skills, confidence, friendships and experiences that prepare
them for life beyond school.
Whatever their interests or future goals, every student has the opportunity to discover their
strengths and thrive at Waihi College.

CULINARY FARE RESULTS

 The Waikato Culinary Fare marked its 21st year this year with an incredible 2 days of
competition. More than 400 aspiring chefs competed from 20 schools and tertiary
providers showcasing their talent, creativity and passion for the industry. A huge thanks to
Wintec and Cater Plus for running such an amazing event. 

This years results for Waihi College were really humbling for coach Siobhan Fitzgerald,
with her rangitahi taking home a total of 10 Gold medals, 11 Silver and 8 Bronze, a huge
testament to the dedication of these amazing young humans.  Ana, Ella, Charisse and
Clarisse were all also awarded top in class for their dishes, winning a total 7 of the 13
events that we  competed in. These students will be ones to watch in the future.

The dynamic duo of Clarisse and Charrise Mercader do need a special  mention. The girls
created dishes heavily influenced by their heritage and took the judges on a mini holiday
to the Philippines with their flavours. They were awarded top of class with their Team cook.
Charisse also was awarded top for her Healthy lunch dish and Clarisse top for her
Cupcakes, Burger and Live Dessert, with Bronze medals for their Mystery box challenge.

Every purchase helps our team get one step closer to representing Waihi College at the
Kurangaituku Tournament in Rotorua.

https://forms.gle/DmmzH4X9iuJ82k826

Thank you for your support4we appreciate every order! Please make your payment to:
WAIHI COLLEGE BOARD  12-3171-0263271-00 PLEASE REFERENCE: SNR DEV
NETBALL / FBREAD

Hauraki Plains Regional Chess
Tournament
Interested in representing Waihi College at the Hauraki Plains Regional Chess
Tournament? The tournament will be held at Paeroa College on Thursday 3 September. If
you're keen to take part, please let Mrs Sutton know in the library so we can gauge
interest.

KURA KAI
As Christmas and exams approach, we know it can be one of the hardest times of the
year for many whānau. This is the third year of our Kura Kai Kirihimete Bag Campaign,
helping ensure students heading into study leave and the school holidays receive a little
extra aroha when they need it most. The bags are distributed through our trusted school
partners to students and whānau identified by their pastoral care teams.
 
Sponsor a School – $500
For $500, you can sponsor one of our 37 Kura Kai partner schools, from Northland to
Dunedin.
We'll take care of everything:

Purchase the items.

Pack the Christmas bags.

Deliver them to your chosen school.

 
The school will then distribute the bags directly to the students and whānau who need
them most over the month of October.
 
As a thank you, we'll acknowledge your support across our Kura Kai social media
channels. You can choose a school that has a special connection to your business, staff or
community.
 
Simply reply to this email with the school you'd like to sponsor, and we'll take care of the
rest.
 
If your team would like to get even more involved, there's also the opportunity to pack your
own Christmas bags as a fun activity. We'd love to chat if this is something you'd be
interested in.

Auckland University
Scholarship applications are still open and we hope your learners were able to spend
some time working on theirs over the holidays. You'll find more information and helpful
resources further down in this newsletter. Applications close on Wednesday 12 August at
11.59am.Accommodation applications open on Saturday 1 August. Students applying for
scholarships must also submit their accommodation application by Wednesday 12 August
at 11.59am. For all other students, accommodation applications remain open until the end
of September.

The Future of Accounting 2026
A free careers event for Year 12313 students being held at the University of Waikato in
Hamilton on Wednesday, 19 August 4:30 - 6:30pm.Please contact Mrs G at Gateway
Office to register.

Wāhine in Trades and Engineering event 
Join the Centre for Trades and Hospitality and the Centre for Engineering and Industrial
Design whānau for an inspiring session celebrating wāhine who are making their mark
across a range of trades and engineering careers.  This is a fantastic opportunity for
students to hear real stories, ask questions, and explore future career pathways.
 Event details:
Date: Wednesday, 26 August 2026
Please see Mrs g at Gateway office or email carolyng@waihicol.school.nz

Interested in a Career in Aviation Engineering?
The New Zealand Certificate in Aeronautical Engineering (Pre-Employment Skills)
(Level 3), offered through the Air New Zealand Academy of Learning, is a fantastic hands-
on pathway for students interested in a career in aviation engineering.
This practical programme is designed to build foundational knowledge, develop practical
engineering skills, and prepare students for further training and career opportunities within
New Zealand's aviation industry. It's ideal for students who enjoy problem-solving, working
with their hands, and learning in a practical environment.
If you'd like to find out more, please see Mrs G in the Gateway Office or email
carolyng@waihicol.school.nz.

LEAVING SCHOOL MAGAZINE LINK
To check out the current issue of the Leaving School Magazine, please head to this link:
https://oliverlee.co.nz/leavingschool-issue36/

Auckland University of Technology
(AUT) Scholarships:

Applications for the AUT Knowledge That Works Scholarships are currently open
and close on 1 September 2026.

International Scholarship applications are expected to open later this month. Further
information will be shared once confirmed.

 Accommodation:

Application dates are still being finalised. In previous years, applications have
typically opened in early August and closed in late September. We’ll let you know as
soon as the confirmed dates are available.

Events:

AUT LIVE is happening on 29 August. More details will be shared soon, but you
can join the journey now, register through the AUT LIVE link to stay updated on
everything AUT LIVE related like the app, the schedule, and how to plan your day:
https://www.aut.ac.nz/live. We would love you to share this with your students and
their whanau so they can make the most of this opportunity. 

OTAGO
Hands-On at Otago applications are open now and close Thursday 6 August This is a
unique opportunity for students from your school (who will be in Years 12 and 13 in 2027)
to come down and experience a week of Otago student life. There are over 20 subjects on
offer, from across Business, Health Sciences, Humanities (Arts & Social Sciences) and
Sciences. They’ll learn from our world-class academic staff, meet students their age from
schools across the country and participate in a huge range of activities that will challenge
and inspire them for the year ahead. Please see Mrs G at the Gateway Office or email
carolyng@waihicol.school.nz

Canterbury University Important
Information for Year 12 and 13 akonga:
Scholarship Applications are due soon
Scholarship applications for first year close on 6 August. The University of
Canterbury offers a wide range of scholarships, recognising factors such as academic
excellence, impact of sporting achievements. Others have an emphasis on social inclusion
and equality and are awarded on the basis of financial need or other hardship. Students
should apply for all scholarships they are eligible for.
Student accommodation for 2027
Applications (https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/life/accommodation) open on 1 August for our
student halls of residence for next year.
 
CCRFs (https://ccrf.ac.nz/Account/Login.cshtml) are due by 15 September, with
completed applications due by 25 September.
Applications are now open for WiE CAN
WiE CAN 3 Women in Engineering Residential Programme
(https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/study/academic-study/engineering/uc-engineering-outreach-
for-schools/wie-can) gives students the chance to explore engineering as a possible
study and career option through five days of hands-on workshops,
inspiring presentations, and social activities at UC.
 
Dates: 10 314 January 2027
Location: University of Canterbury, Christchurch
Accommodation: Tupuānuku
Cost: Free

UC will provide accommodation and meals during the programme.
 
Attendees are responsible for arranging and paying for their travel to and from
Christchurch, however support with travel costs may be available for successful applicants
who are facing financial barriers.

Applicants must be:
- Completing Year 12 in 2026 at a New Zealand high school.
- Currently studying physics and maths.
- Female or identify as female.

There are 60 places available, and applications close at 6pm on Friday 28 August 2026.
Please see Mrs G at Gateway Office for registration.

SCHOOL BRIDGE APP: Stay connected.
Stay informed. Keep it simple

It’s quick, convenient, and we’ll be adding even more features as we go. Jump on board
today and make school communication smoother for everyone! Head to the Latest News
section of our website for handy links.

Remember, an easy way to keep us informed about your student's attendance is via
the School Bridge App (further details shown above). 

Download it now and keep in touch with all things going on at Waihī College.

This newsletter can also be found on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz
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