
 Tēnā koutou katoa,
At a recent school assembly, I spoke with our students
about a simple but powerful idea: leadership starts with
you.

Leadership is not only about having a title,
wearing a badge, being a prefect, captain,
coach, or principal. Leadership is shown in
the everyday choices we make 4 how we
treat others, how we respond when things
are difficult, how we support our friends
and whānau, and how we choose kindness
even when no one is watching.

We reflected on the idea of the Kindness
Boomerang 4 that one small act of
kindness can create a ripple that travels
much further than we may ever see. A
smile, a helping hand, including someone,
encouraging a friend, or standing up for
what is right can all make a real difference.
I encouraged our young people to think
about the values they want to be known for,
the people they surround themselves with,
and the kind of person they are becoming.
Values such as manaakitanga,
whanaungatanga, courage, integrity and
service help guide us when the path ahead
is not always easy.

Leadership is also about knowing your
purpose, building your village, looking after
yourself, and having the courage to do
hard things. One of the messages I shared
with students was a phrase that has stayed
with me for many years:
<You can do hard things.= 
Not because hard things are easy, but
because challenges often teach us the
most about who we are becoming.
Our young people continue to give us so
many reasons to be proud. Every day we
see creativity, courage, kindness, humour,
determination and potential. Often the most
important acts of leadership are the quiet
ones 4 the student who helps someone
without being asked, includes someone
who is on their own, encourages a friend,
or admits when they have made a mistake
and works to put it right.
These moments matter. They shape the
culture of our kura.

A Warm Farewell to Our
Friends from Japan
It has also been a real pleasure to
welcome our new friends who have
travelled all the way from Siebu, Japan.
Thank you to everyone in our school
community who helped make their time
with us so welcoming and memorable. We
hope our visitors leave with many positive
memories of our kura, our community and
Aotearoa.
We wish them a very fond farewell and
safe travels home, and we look forward to
reconnecting later in the year and
continuing to strengthen this special
relationship.

Teacher Only Day 4 28
August
A reminder to whānau that we have a
Teacher Only Day on Friday, 28 August.
There will be no classes for students on
this day. Please ensure you have made the
necessary arrangements for your child.
This day provides important professional
learning and planning time for our staff as
we continue to strengthen teaching and
learning across the school.

Property Developments
There are also some exciting discussions
taking place around the future development
of our school property.
We are currently exploring upgrades to
classrooms and a number of possible
modifications, with planning and
discussions already in progress.
There is still work to be done before we
can share the full details, but there are
some positive developments ahead.

Watch this space.
We look forward to keeping our community
updated as these plans progress.

We are proud of the work happening
across our kura and look forward to sharing
that story.
As we move through the term, I encourage
everyone 4 students, staff and whānau 4
to remember that we all have a role to play
in creating the kind of school and
community we want to be part of.

Leadership begins with the small
choices we make each day.
Be kind. Make a difference. Support
others. Start the ripple.
Kia kaha. Kia māia. Kia manawanui.

Ngā mihi nui,
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

22 Waihi College students got an incredible
hands-on taste of medicine today with the
University of Auckland’s Rural Medical
Immersion Programme (RMIP)!

Our students got right into the clinical
action4practicing suturing, testing
stethoscopes and reaction tools, and using
real ultrasound tech to look at hearts,
kidneys, arteries, and veins! 

It was extra special to highlight college
alumni Kate Dunstall (Class of ’23) to help
inspire our next generation of rural
doctors! 

A huge thank you to the UoA RMIP team
for bringing this STEM opportunity to our
school! 

Fry Bread
anyone??
You can PRE-ORDER YOUR FRY BREAD!
Support our Waihi College Senior Girls
Development Netball Team as we fundraise
for our Kurangaituku Netball Tournament in
Rotorua (11313 September)! Tuesday 18
August First Break Pre-order your fry bread
packs now: Pack 1 3 3 for $5 Pack 2 3 5
for $8 Pack 3 3 10 for $15 We’ll also have:
Sausage Sizzle $3 Cold Drinks $2.50
Home Baking From $2Combo - Drink &
Sausage Sizzle $5

ITM FESTIVAL
Waihi College is very excited to be taking
our Concert Band and Guitar Ensemble to
the Hamilton festival this year. The date is
Friday, 28 August. Permission slips will be
going out soon. Students should be
practising 1 hour a day at least! 

Any questions, get in touch with Mr Randell
at edwinr@waihicol.school.nz

Massive thanks to Steve and the team from
Mac Trap for your incredible donation of 3D
laser printers ~ we are incredibly grateful!
These will be put to great use!

Seibu Tokyo
Welcome to our 10 short stay students and
teacher Yoko from Seibu Tokyo

FUTURE
PATHWAYS WITH
MRS GRAVESON

We’re encouraging all students and
caregivers to download the SchoolBridge
app 4 your new first port of call for all
things school-related.  

Mark absences in seconds  

Check notices and updates  

Stay in the loop wherever you are

Getting started is easy:

STEP1:  download the Schoolbridge App
Either scan the QR code or download via
App Store or Google Play
STEP 2: Sign in with your school registered
email
For caregivers, this is the email address
you used when enrolling your student and
for students, it is your school email
address. If you are unsure, use the
8Request a Magic Sign-in Code9 option

ATTENDANCE
MATTERS

For more information about why
attendance matters, please check out the
handy PDF, recently shared by Amanda
Cook, found on our website in the Latest
News section.

If you have any questions about
attendance, please get in touch with us.
You can email  Amanda at
amandac@waihicol.school.nz or contact
Susan in the Student Centre at
susant@waihicol.school.nz.  
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ERO Visit — Week 6
In Week 6, we will also be welcoming the Education Review Office (ERO) to our kura.
We are looking forward to the opportunity to share the many success stories that make
our school special 4 our learning, our community, our relationships, and most importantly,
our amazing young people.
An ERO visit provides us with an opportunity to reflect on what we are doing well, the
progress we are making, and the areas where we can continue to grow.

The outdoors is one of our classrooms. Waihī College students have opportunities to
explore New Zealand's natural environment through outdoor education, building
confidence, resilience, teamwork and leadership while developing practical life skills.

MATHSMIND
Well done to all our students for last week's MathsMind competition.  MathsMind involves
teams of 3 or 4 students working collaboratively to solve a challenging set of 20
mathematics problems within a 45 minute time limit - there is racing (aka fast walking), lots
of thinking and a ton of fun. We also had a heap of students step up to do the marking
which helped make for a really fun event. Thanks to Mr Hallam for organising it!

Future healthcare heroes in the
making!

Every purchase helps our team get one step closer to representing Waihi College at the
Kurangaituku Tournament in Rotorua.

https://forms.gle/DmmzH4X9iuJ82k826

Thank you for your support4we appreciate every order! Please make your payment to:
WAIHI COLLEGE BOARD  12-3171-0263271-00 PLEASE REFERENCE: SNR DEV
NETBALL / FBREAD

Auckland University
Scholarship applications are still open and we hope your learners were able to spend
some time working on theirs over the holidays. You'll find more information and helpful
resources further down in this newsletter. Applications close on Wednesday 12 August at
11.59am.Accommodation applications open on Saturday 1 August. Students applying for
scholarships must also submit their accommodation application by Wednesday 12 August
at 11.59am. For all other students, accommodation applications remain open until the end
of September.

The Future of Accounting 2026
A free careers event for Year 12313 students being held at the University of Waikato in
Hamilton on Wednesday, 19 August 4:30 - 6:30pm.Please contact Mrs G at Gateway
Office to register.

Wāhine in Trades and Engineering event 
Join the Centre for Trades and Hospitality and the Centre for Engineering and Industrial
Design whānau for an inspiring session celebrating wāhine who are making their mark
across a range of trades and engineering careers.  This is a fantastic opportunity for
students to hear real stories, ask questions, and explore future career pathways.
 Event details:
Date: Wednesday, 26 August 2026
Please see Mrs G at Gateway office or email carolyng@waihicol.school.nz

Interested in a Career in Aviation Engineering?
The New Zealand Certificate in Aeronautical Engineering (Pre-Employment Skills)
(Level 3), offered through the Air New Zealand Academy of Learning, is a fantastic hands-
on pathway for students interested in a career in aviation engineering.
This practical programme is designed to build foundational knowledge, develop practical
engineering skills, and prepare students for further training and career opportunities within
New Zealand's aviation industry. It's ideal for students who enjoy problem-solving, working
with their hands, and learning in a practical environment.
If you'd like to find out more, please see Mrs G in the Gateway Office or email
carolyng@waihicol.school.nz.

LEAVING SCHOOL MAGAZINE LINK
To check out the current issue of the Leaving School Magazine, please head to this link:
https://oliverlee.co.nz/leavingschool-issue36/

Auckland University of Technology
(AUT) Scholarships:

Applications for the AUT Knowledge That Works Scholarships are currently open
and close on 1 September 2026.

International Scholarship applications are expected to open later this month. Further
information will be shared once confirmed.

 Accommodation:

Application dates are still being finalised. In previous years, applications have
typically opened in early August and closed in late September. We’ll let you know as
soon as the confirmed dates are available.

Events:

AUT LIVE is happening on 29 August. More details will be shared soon, but you
can join the journey now, register through the AUT LIVE link to stay updated on
everything AUT LIVE related like the app, the schedule, and how to plan your day:
https://www.aut.ac.nz/live. We would love you to share this with your students and
their whanau so they can make the most of this opportunity. 

SCHOOL BRIDGE APP: Stay connected.
Stay informed. Keep it simple

It’s quick, convenient, and we’ll be adding even more features as we go. Jump on board
today and make school communication smoother for everyone! Head to the Latest News
section of our website for handy links.

Remember, an easy way to keep us informed about your student's attendance is via
the School Bridge App (further details shown above). 

Download it now and keep in touch with all things going on at Waihī College.

This newsletter can also be found on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz
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