
 Kia ora whānau,
We are pleased to welcome the Education Review Office
(ERO), who are spending a few days with us this week.
They are unpacking the rich story of Waihi College and
hearing from our staff, students and communitty.

On Monday afternoon, we welcomed the
ERO team with a mihi whakatau, providing
a meaningful start to their time with us. We
look forward to sharing our successes,
challenges and aspirations for the future.

Our value of Kaitiakitanga is a particular
focus for us this term. Kaitiakitanga is
about showing care and responsibility for
ourselves, one another, our school and our
wider community.

You may have noticed that our college
grounds are looking sharp, with the new
plantings beginning to take off. It is also
wonderful to see our students showing
greater pride in their surroundings. Our
grounds are cleaner and tidier, with far less
rubbish being dropped. This is kaitiakitanga
in action, and we thank our students for
helping to care for our shared environment.

A reminder that this Friday is a Teacher
Only Day. Please keep your young people
at home while our teachers explore the
changes to the junior curriculum and
consider what these will mean for Waihi
College as we move into 2027 and beyond.

We are also excited to support Daffodil Day
this Thursday. Students are encouraged to
wear daffodil colours and bring a few coins
for the bake sale. This is another
opportunity to demonstrate kaitiakitanga by
supporting those in our community affected
by cancer. A big thank you to our Leo Club
and Year 8 Council students for leading this
important initiative.

It is hard to believe that we are already
halfway through the term! There are plenty
of bugs, illnesses and winter chills going
around. If you are well, we want to see you
at school and keeping your attendance
strong. If you are unwell, please snuggle
up, rest and get better4we look forward to
welcoming you back when you have
recovered.

Ngā mihi nui,
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

Do you have an ākonga in
your whānau who deserves to
be recognised for their
service?

We’d love to hear about students who
voluntarily give their time to support our
school or wider community. This could be
in all sorts of ways 3 reffing or coaching
sport, helping at events, volunteering for a
community organisation, supporting others,
or simply regularly lending a hand where
it’s needed.

The second assessment window for Literacy and
Numeracy will start on the 7th September through to the
18th September for students in Year 10 through to 13.  

For students in Year 11-13 who do not have Literacy or
Numeracy, this testing is compulsory.  For students in
Year 10, the testing is strongly encouraged.  

On the Thursday 27th of August we will be
celebrating Daffodil Day at Waihi College.

We will have a gold coin mufti day where
we encourage you to wear yellow as well
as a bake sale, sausage sizzle and daffodil
pins for sale on the quad at first break. This
will be cash only. 

We would love baking donations from
students and community members, these
can be dropped off at the front office. 

GOOD LUCK TO OUR
TOURNAMENT
STUDENTS! 

Next week is a big one for many of our
students as they head away to compete
and represent Waihī College! A huge
GOOD LUCK to everyone taking part in:
College A Equestrian AIMS Games Senior
Development Netball We’re incredibly
proud of you all and wish you the very best
for your competitions. 

Spirit Days 2026 3
Let the
Shenanigans Begin!
Get ready, Waihī College 3 Spirit Days
2026 are coming, and this year the word is
SHENANIGANS! Expect all the usual
amazing activities, crazy dress-ups,
challenges, competitions and plenty of
opportunities to get involved, have a laugh
and show your school spirit. There’s lots
more to be revealed, so keep an eye on
our socials and an ear on the notices 3 you
won’t want to miss what’s coming!  

Kia Ora All! 

We are raising
awareness for the
removal of Fees Free
and would love it if you
could scan this QR code
and sign the petition:) 

It only takes a minute!

Thanks, 
Asha, Zara and Malea
- Level 3 Social Studies

Are you a maker, baker, artist or creator?

Waihi Arts in Town is coming up, and we’re
looking for students who might like to get
involved! Maybe you make pottery, jewellery,
art, crafts, baking, clothing, decorations 3 or
something completely different. If you have a
creative skill or talent you could show and
teach to others, we’d love to hear from you.

FUTURE
PATHWAYS WITH
MRS GRAVESON

Scholarship
Applications
Make sure you know when applications
close for scholarships you intend to apply
for. Get your applications in early to avoid
panic later!

School Leaver Scholarship application
closing dates are as below:

We’re encouraging all students and
caregivers to download the SchoolBridge
app 4 your new first port of call for all
things school-related.  

Mark absences in seconds  

Check notices and updates  

Stay in the loop wherever you are

Getting started is easy:

STEP1:  download the Schoolbridge App
Either scan the QR code or download via
App Store or Google Play
STEP 2: Sign in with your school registered
email
For caregivers, this is the email address
you used when enrolling your student and
for students, it is your school email
address. If you are unsure, use the
8Request a Magic Sign-in Code9 option

ATTENDANCE
MATTERS

For more information about why
attendance matters, please check out the
handy PDF, recently shared by Amanda
Cook, found on our website in the Latest
News section.

If you have any questions about
attendance, please get in touch with us.
You can email  Amanda at
amandac@waihicol.school.nz or contact
Susan in the Student Centre at
susant@waihicol.school.nz.  
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Did you know you can donate your good-quality, unwanted Waihī College uniform back
to the school?

As we head towards the end of the year, if you have uniform items that won’t be needed
next year, rather than leaving them tucked away in a drawer, drop them off at school.
We’ll add them to our second-hand uniform collection to support students and whānau
who need them.

If you’re joining Waihī College next year, or need uniform items now, you’re also
welcome to check out our second-hand options. Just pop in and see Susan at the
Student Centre. 

Every donated item helps another student and gives your old uniform a new home. 
Thank you for supporting our Waihī College community! 

We want to make sure these awesome young people are recognised at our Service and
Endeavour Prizegivings at the end of the year. If you know someone who deserves
recognition, please get in touch and let us know what they’ve been doing. 
Email at: wendys@waihicol.school.nz

Literacy and Numeracy Common Assessment
Activities

Please keep a lookout in your emails for the assessment timetable over the next few
days.  If you know in advance that students will not be able to attend on the timetabled
day, please contact Jo Howell ASAP (joh@waihicol.school.nz)

There is a small group of Year 9 students who have opted in to one or more of the
Reading, Writing or Numeracy assessments.  Jo Howell will contact whanau/caregivers
over the next few days to inform.

Here's a snapshot of our upcoming fortnight from the SchoolBridge calendar.

With so many sports fixtures, trips, events, assessments and activities happening
throughout the term, our calendar is updated regularly. This fortnightly snapshot is a great
guide, but SchoolBridge is always the most up-to-date place to check what's happening at
Waihī College. We encourage all whānau to check the SchoolBridge calendar regularly
and download the SchoolBridge app to stay informed wherever you are. You can
download the SchoolBridge app easily. Check out the instructions in the Parent Corner
section of this newsletter, or head to the Keeping Informed section on our website.

Thanks for all the entries for our Daffodil Day Poster making comp and congrats to our 3
winners! This poster was designed by Stef our lovely teacher aid.

Give it your all, support your teammates, enjoy the experience and represent Waihī
College with pride. Go well, everyone 3 we’ll be cheering you on

EXCEL SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS 
Our junior students were treated to an incredible performance from EXCEL School of
Performing Arts today 3 and they absolutely blew the roof off! Through an energetic
showcase of music, dance and drama, the talented EXCEL performers gave our students
a taste of what life as a performing arts student could look like, and where a passion for
performing could take them. EXCEL offers practical, performance-based tertiary study in
Music, Dance and Drama, with students able to work towards a Level 4 New Zealand
Certificate, followed by a Level 5 New Zealand Diploma. A fantastic opportunity for our
students to see some very talented performers in action and discover another pathway
they could pursue beyond school.
A huge thank you to the EXCEL crew for visiting Waihī College and sharing your talent,
energy and enthusiasm with us!

:  LAST DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSE FOR
2026 – THAMES :
Do you have your Restricted Licence and want to move on to your Full Licence
sooner? The upcoming Defensive Driving Course in Thames will be the last course for
2026, so eligible students are encouraged to book now.

⭐  Particularly important if you gained your Restricted Licence from August 2025
onwards and want the opportunity to progress to your Full Licence before the end of this
year.
⭐  It’s also worthwhile for students who gained their Restricted Licence from February
2026 onwards. Completing the course can reduce the amount of time you need to hold
your Restricted before progressing to your Full Licence.

2  Thames High School
Ê  4.00pm–6.00pm
�  Starts Tuesday 7 September
The course runs over four sessions 3 Tuesday and Thursday, followed by Tuesday and
Thursday the following week.
¤  Cost: $245 per person
â  Bookings are made directly through the AA website. When booking, select
<THAMES= as the location:
https://www.aa.co.nz/drivers/driving-school/defensive-driving-course/

⚠  Licence rule changes are coming: The new 12-month Restricted Licence period will
only apply to people who gain their Restricted Licence after 27 January 2027.
If getting your Full Licence sooner is important to you, don’t miss this final 2026 course.

CALLING ALL YOUNG CREATORS! 

Students will have the opportunity to have their own stall at the Arts Day, showcase what
they create and offer a small workshop or hands-on activity that people can sign up for -
earning you money! You don’t need to have everything figured out yet 3 if you have an
idea, or even think <I could probably teach someone how to make that!=, come and have a
chat with Wendy to find out more.

Create it. Share it. Teach it. Earn from it.

Wāhine in Trades and Engineering event 
Join the Centre for Trades and Hospitality and the Centre for Engineering and Industrial
Design whānau for an inspiring session celebrating wāhine who are making their mark
across a range of trades and engineering careers.  This is a fantastic opportunity for
students to hear real stories, ask questions, and explore future career pathways.
 Event details:
Date: Wednesday, 26 August 2026
Please see Mrs G at Gateway office or email carolyng@waihicol.school.nz

University of Waikato - Monday 31st August

Massey University - Tuesday 1st September

Auckland University of Technology - Tuesday 1st September

Te Herenga Waka, Victoria University - Tuesday 1 September

For all subject specific, community or industry based scholarships, keep a close eye on
individual closing dates and get applications in early.

Interested in a Career in Aviation Engineering?
The New Zealand Certificate in Aeronautical Engineering (Pre-Employment Skills)
(Level 3), offered through the Air New Zealand Academy of Learning, is a fantastic hands-
on pathway for students interested in a career in aviation engineering.
This practical programme is designed to build foundational knowledge, develop practical
engineering skills, and prepare students for further training and career opportunities within
New Zealand's aviation industry. It's ideal for students who enjoy problem-solving, working
with their hands, and learning in a practical environment.
If you'd like to find out more, please see Mrs G in the Gateway Office or email
carolyng@waihicol.school.nz.

LEAVING SCHOOL MAGAZINE LINK
To check out the current issue of the Leaving School Magazine, please head to this link:
https://oliverlee.co.nz/leavingschool-issue36/

Auckland University of Technology
(AUT) Scholarships:

Applications for the AUT Knowledge That Works Scholarships are currently open
and close on 1 September 2026.

International Scholarship applications are expected to open later this month. Further
information will be shared once confirmed.

 Accommodation:

Application dates are still being finalised. In previous years, applications have
typically opened in early August and closed in late September. We’ll let you know as
soon as the confirmed dates are available.

Events:

AUT LIVE is happening on 29 August. More details will be shared soon, but you
can join the journey now, register through the AUT LIVE link to stay updated on
everything AUT LIVE related like the app, the schedule, and how to plan your day:
https://www.aut.ac.nz/live. We would love you to share this with your students and
their whanau so they can make the most of this opportunity. 

Combat Specialist Virtual Information Event
Are you ready to challenge yourself, develop leadership skills, and be part of something
bigger than yourself?
Join Defence Recruiting for a Virtual Information Event focused on Combat Specialist
careers, where you'll learn about some of the New Zealand Army's most dynamic and
rewarding career pathways.
During this online session, Defence Careers Recruiters will provide insights into
opportunities within the Artillery, Armoured, and Infantry trades. You'll learn about the
roles, training, career progression opportunities, and what life is really like as a Combat
Specialist in the New Zealand Army.
Whether you're interested in operating advanced military equipment, working as part of a
close-knit team, or pursuing an exciting and meaningful career, this event will provide
valuable information and the opportunity to have your questions answered.
When: 27 August, 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Where: Microsoft Teams (online via phone, computer, or tablet)
Who: Anyone interested in Combat Specialist careers within the New Zealand Army
Register: https://cloud.info.defencecareers.mil.nz/Events?
EventID=701VR00000mHMbeYAG (not compulsory, allows us to open up lines of
communication)
At the above time, follow the link: Microsoft Teams meeting: 
Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/496533236211540?p=trSHIWrq5E7bbwFcYI
Meeting ID: 496 533 236 211 540
Passcode: Vi2yK682

OTAGO UNIVERSITY
Chat to Mrs G if you'd like to know more about any of these scholarships.

SCHOOL BRIDGE APP: Stay connected.
Stay informed. Keep it simple

It’s quick, convenient, and we’ll be adding even more features as we go. Jump on board
today and make school communication smoother for everyone! Head to the Latest News
section of our website for handy links.

Remember, an easy way to keep us informed about your student's attendance is via
the School Bridge App (further details shown above). 

Download it now and keep in touch with all things going on at Waihī College.

This newsletter can also be found on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz

65e5bf88
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