
Waihi / Katikati College
School Sports Exchange

On Thursday 23rd July despite a foggy
start to the day, the sunshine soon broke
through, creating the perfect setting for
another fantastic Waihi College and
Katikati College School Sports Exchange. 

The annual exchange once again
highlighted great sportsmanship, friendly
rivalry, and plenty of school pride across all
sporting codes.

Netball Results
WC 8A defeated KKC 8A 3 31-13
WC 7A defeated KKC 7/8B 3 21-6
WC A defeated KKC A 3 40-20WC 
10A lost to KKC Junior A 3 19-21
WC Development defeated KKC Senior B
3 23-20
WC 9A defeated KKC Junior B 3 60-4

Basketball Results
WC 7/8A defeated KKC 7/8 3 50-47
WC Junior lost to KKC Junior 3 46-101
WC Senior lost to KKC Senior 3 60-68

Football Results
unior Boys lost to Katikati College 3 3-9
Junior Girls lost to Katikati College 3 0-12
1st XI lost to Katikati College 3 0-8

Volleyball Results
Senior Girls 3 Loss
Senior Boys 3 Loss
Junior Girls 3 Loss
7/8 Spikers 3 Loss

Our netball teams had an exceptional day,
securing five wins from six matches, while
the Year 7/8A basketball team also
produced an exciting three-point victory.
Across football and volleyball, our students
continued to display determination,
resilience, and positive attitudes against
strong Katikati opposition.

A huge thank you goes to all coaches,
managers, officials, staff, Alexis, Ana and
supporters who helped make the day
possible. Most importantly, thank you to all
of our students who represented Waihi
College with pride, sportsmanship, and
respect throughout the exchange.

Congratulations to Katikati College, who
take home the overall bragging rights for
2026. We look forward to continuing this
proud tradition and challenging again next
year.

School Badminton
Champions

Congratulations and well done to all our
students who competed in the School
Badminton Championships. 

It was fantastic to see their skill,
determination and sportsmanship on
display throughout each grade.

The School Champion Winners Results
are:

Year 7&8 Girls 
Charlie Bolderston 

Year 7&8 Boys 
Carter Hewlett

Junior Girls 
Jenny Yeh

Junior Boys
Chirawat Upex

Senior Girls
Jessica Yeh

Senior Boys
Haile Salas

Well done to everyone involved.  

Thames Valley
Junior Badminton
Championships

On Monday, 10 August, our students took
to the courts for the Thames Valley Junior
Badminton Championships, and what a
fantastic day it was! We had 11 Waihi
College students competing across the
junior grades, with plenty of games,
challenges, close wins and valuable
learning experiences throughout the day.

Several of our students progressed through
to the quarterfinals, which was a fantastic
achievement and a great reflection of their
hard work and determination.

Congratulations to Jenny Yeh, who was
crowned Junior Girls Champion! Jenny also
teamed up with a student from Hauraki
Plains College in the doubles
competition, where they took out the win
against Whangamatā Area School and
came away as Junior Girls Doubles
Champions. 

The event saw over 300 students
participating across the Thames Valley
Junior and Senior Championships, it was
fantastic to see such strong participation
and growth in badminton across our region.

Well done to all of our students who
competed you represented Waihi College
with pride and gave it your all. 

Uniforms
We still have a number of unreturned
uniforms from Netball, Badminton,
Basketball, and 1 day events. Please
check your children's draws, wardrobes,
under beds, and school bags. Netball
Dresses, Reversible Basketball uniforms,
Multi Sport Tees, Multi Sport singlets.
Please return these to avoid a uniform
charge. 

Coromandel Schools Surf
Championships

 The Waihi College Surf Team travelled to
Whangamatā on Saturday the 12th August
to compete in the 2026 Coromandel School
Surf Championships.

Conditions were perfect, with a solid 233
foot swell and light offshore winds making
for an awesome day of surfing. 

Waihi College had some outstanding
results, with Dominic Bismark taking out
the U16 Boys division, while Jack Kayes,
Xavier Hope and Owen Laing finished 1st,
2nd and 3rd respectively in the U14 Boys
division. 

These results mean the boys have all
qualified for the 2026 National Scholastic
Surfing Championships in Gisborne.
 
Awesome effort lads congratulations!

Surflife Saving

Congratulations to Max Morley who was
named as Emerging Coach of the Year at
the recent SLSNZ Eastern Region Awards
of Excellence. 

Max was recognised for his commitment to
and technical coaching of both the Junior
and Senior Surf Sport Squads at Waihi
Beach Surf Lifesaving Club, and the
squads’ improved performance as a result
of his efforts. 

Ex-student Luke Butler was awarded U19
Lifeguard of the Year, and his older brother
Rian Butler, also an ex-student received an
Eastern Region Service Award.

NZ Schools Surfing
Championships

The Waihi College surf team travelled to
Raglan earlier this month for the annual NZ
School Surf Champs. 

The event attracted some of the best
young surfers from around the North
Island. The surf was pumping, with a solid
4-foot-plus swell making for some
challenging but fun conditions. 

Three of our surfers made it through their
heats, which is an awesome achievement
considering there were more than 80 of
New Zealand's best surfers competing in
their division. 

Massive credit to all of the boys. It was a
big, intimidating event with some heavy
surf, but they all stepped up, gave it their
best, and represented Waihi College really
well. Also, it was cold, really, really cold.

Waihi Junior
Rugby Club Prizegiving 

A huge congratulations to all of our Waihi
College students competing across the
Year 7 and 8 grades who were recognised
at the Waihi Junior Rugby Club Prizegiving!
 
It is always fantastic to celebrate the hard
work, commitment, growth and
achievements of our rangatahi throughout
the season. 

A special congratulations to Lachlan
Hewlett, Elijah DeOcampo and Josiah
DeOcampo, who were also recognised with
Referee Awards 4 an awesome
achievement and a great example of our
students giving back to the game. 

To everyone who received an award well
done! You should be incredibly proud of
your efforts and everything you have
achieved this season.

We love seeing our Waihi College students
getting involved, representing their clubs
and giving it their all both on and off the
field. Congratulations everyone.  

Youth & 1st XV Girls Rugby
Wrap-Up

Youth Girls!! WHAT A SEASON! 
Waihi and Whangamata came together and
played some incredible rugby this year!
The growth, determination and confidence
these girls showed as a team was
something pretty special. A huge highlight
was having the opportunity to train
alongside the Chiefs Manawa ladies, an
experience these girls won’t forget anytime
soon! We are so proud of how far this team
has come, both on and off the field. Two
towns, one team, one whānau. 

The 1st Girls XV have had an outstanding
year, showing real growth, grit, and
determination every time they stepped onto
the field. The progress this team has made
has been incredible to watch. A huge thank
you to our amazing coaches Brad Freeman
and Daniel Paul, who have been fantastic
mentors throughout the season guiding,
supporting, and helping the girls develop
both on and off the field. 

One of the standout moments was our final
game against Paeroa, where the team
pushed right to the end in a nail-biting 223
24 loss. That performance showed just how
far the team had come and how
competitive they’ve become. 

We are s o proud of this team, their effort,
and the way they’ve come together as one
unit. Bring on 2027!  

WBOP
Zone Netball Tournament  

Our Senior Girls Development Netball team
had a fantastic 1st tournament hit out at the
Waikato Bay of Plenty Zone Senior Netball
Tournament on Sunday, 2 August, in
Tauranga.

It was a great day of competition, with the
girls showing plenty of determination,
teamwork and a willingness to learn. There
were lots of new positions trialled,
adjustments made throughout the day, and
plenty of opportunities for the team to
develop their skills and understanding of
the game. Most importantly, the girls had
lots of fun, supported one another and
embraced the challenges that came their
way. 

It was a fantastic 1st tournament for this
team and a great opportunity to build
confidence and experience as they
continue to grow together. A big
congratulations to all the girls on a positive
and enjoyable day on court!

1st XV Boys
Rugby Wrap Up 
What a fantastic season it has been for our
1st XV Boys. The team showed great
commitment, resilience and growth
throughout the season, with plenty of
learning and development along the way.

The team played with heart and
determination through to the Top 4,
securing themselves a place in the final
against Mercury Bay Area School in
Whitianga. 

The boys fought hard, showcased their
skills and put everything on the line, but
unfortunately the result didn’t go our way
with a 29-35 loss. They can, however, be
incredibly proud of their efforts and their
2026 Runners-Up finish. Their strong
season also secured the team a place in
the Provincial Union Cup, bringing together
teams from across the wider region,
including Counties Manukau, Waikato, Bay
of Plenty and Thames Valley. The boys
faced some tough competition at this level,
providing another valuable opportunity to
test themselves against quality opposition.
Unfortunately, due to a combination of
player injuries and illness, the team was
unable to continue their Provincial Union
Cup campaign. While disappointing, this
experience has provided plenty of valuable
learnings that the boys can take forward
into 2027.

A huge congratulations to the entire 1st XV
on an outstanding season and on being
named 2026 Thames Valley Runners-Up.
Your hard work, commitment and
determination have been impressive, and
we look forward to seeing what the next
season brings.

Thank you to our Coaches Stu Pratt, BJ
Pugh, and Manager Karyn Williams
for your dedication to the boys this seaosn.

Waihi Netball Centre
Representative Awards

What a fantastic season for our Waihi
Netball Centre Representative players! It
has been wonderful to see the growth,
development, commitment and
determination shown by our representative
athletes throughout the season. A huge
congratulations to all of our award
recipients, these awards recognise not only
performance, but also the effort,
sportsmanship, teamwork and positive
attitude shown throughout the season.

Year 7 & 8 Development
Most Improved: Brooke Cooper
Most Valuable Player: Willow Evans 
Sportsmanship: Ayla Meares
Best & Fairest: Emily Wharry 

Year 7 & 8 A
Most Improved: Eden Burton
Most Valuable Player: Addisyn McIntyre
Sportsmanship: Carter Hewlett
Best & Fairest: Indigo Smith

Under 14
Most Improved: Sophie Perkinson
Most Valuable Player: Kiara *Noa-Paul
Sportsmanship: Ariyah Noa
Best & Fairest: Scarlet Gee-Harris

Under 16
Most Improved: Averie Robson & Lily
Devlin
Most Valuable Player: Zoe Shave, Tegan
Clare & Jorja Watson 
Sportsmanship: Anahera Osborne
Best & Fairest: Indie Pickard

Under 18
Most Improved: Anika Cameron
Most Valuable Player: Jaylah Rolleston,
Zara McCullam & Shiah Taylor
Sportsmanship: Paige Taylor
Spirit Award: Dakota Cardie & Amy
Hayward

A huge congratulations to all of our award
winners! Your hard work, commitment and
contribution to your teams have not gone
unnoticed. We are incredibly proud of all
our Waihi College representative players
and look forward to seeing where your
netball journey takes you next. Keep
growing, keep learning and keep shining!

Do you have news to share of your tamariki
and their sporting achievements, yes
individual and club achievements as well.
Remember we can only share what we
know. Please email details through to Jess
via email: jesso@waihicol.school.nz

Tauranga Netball Wrap Up

What a season it has been for our Waihi
College netball teams competing in the
Tauranga Netball League! 
With 4 teams taking the court this year, we
have seen some fantastic results, plenty of
team building, growing confidence, and
some great netball played along the way.

Our College A team finished the season as
B-Grade Champions, while our Year 8A
team also celebrated success, taking out
the Division 5 Championship. Our other
teams also had strong seasons, with Year
9A finishing 3rd in Division 3, Year 10A
finishing 4th in Division 3, and our Year 9
Development team finishing 5th in Division
8.

Beyond the results, this season has been
about growth. We have seen players
develop their skills, build confidence, learn
to work together as a team, and challenge
themselves against some tough opposition.
There have been plenty of learnings, great
gains and moments to be proud of. A huge
congratulations to all of our players,
coaches, managers and supporters for the
commitment and effort they have put in
throughout the season.

Now the excitement continues, with
College A and 8A preparing to represent
Waihi College at UNISS and AIMS Games.
With only a few days to go, the countdown
is officially on!

Well done, Waihi College Netball 4 what a
season!

Thames
Valley Senior Badminton
Championships

On Friday 7th August Jessica Yeh and
Shaniah Manawat
represented Waihi College at the
Thames Valley Senior Badminton
Championships in both singles and
doubles grades, which was hosted by
Thames High School. 

Jessica finished up in
singles after undefeated matches which
landed her a Final - finishing as Runner-
Up. Shaniah played her way to the
quarter finals and had some
great games leading up to her final game. 

In the doubles rounds the girls
went undefeated to secure a Final
against Te Kauwhata College. The
girls came away as the Senior Girls
Doubles Champions. 

Well done ladies.

Winter Tournament Week
 Next week is a big one for many of our
students as they head away to compete
and represent Waihī College! 

A huge GOOD LUCK to everyone taking
part in:

 College A - UNISS
 Equestrian - NISS Equestrian Cup
 8a Netball / Rugby 7s - Aims Games
 Senior Development Netball -
Kurangaituku Netball Tournament

We’re incredibly proud of you all and wish
you the very best for your competitions.
Give it your all, support your teammates,
enjoy the experience and represent Waihī
College with pride.

Go well, everyone 3 we’ll be cheering you
on!

Thames Valley
Girls Football
Championships

What a fabulous day for our 1st XI Girls
Football team at the Thames Valley
Secondary School Sports Association
Football Championships in Katikati on
Wednesday 19th August. 

The girls put in an outstanding effort
throughout the day and battled their way
into the Top 4 playoffs, an absolutely
amazing achievement. 
 Our girls finished 4th out of 8 teams, which
is a massive accomplishment and
something they should all be incredibly
proud of. 

A huge thank you to our amazing coaches,
Shane Rush and Jonathan Clare for the
time, commitment and support you have
given the girls. We really appreciate
everything you do! 

And finally… WELL DONE, GIRLS! What
an excellent effort and an awesome result.
You represented our school with pride,
determination and plenty of heart.

Congratulations
Massive shout out to Rylee Morgan for her
selection into the Waikato U/18 women’s
rugby team. 

Positive Vibes Only

A reminder to our entire sports community,
players, parents, whānau, coaches,
managers, supporters and spectators that
we are proudly embracing a Positive Vibes
Only culture across Waihi College sport.

Positive Vibes Only is more than just a
slogan; it is a cultural change that
encourages positive sideline behaviour,
respectful communication and support for
our young people. Our goal is to create
sporting environments where students feel
safe, supported, encouraged and proud to
represent their school and community.

It has been fantastic to see the positive
changes taking place across our sporting
community throughout the year. We are
seeing more encouragement from the
sidelines, greater respect for officials and
coaches, and a stronger focus on
celebrating our students for their effort,
growth and achievements.

Thank you to everyone who has embraced
the initiative and helped make our sporting
environments a better place. The energy
we bring to the sideline matters! let’s keep
the vibes positive! Positive Vibes Only -
because our kids deserve to love their
sport!

Thames
Valley u16 Boys Rep Rugby
Well done to Jamie Hughes and Ryder
Holtz-Taylor on your selection for the
Thames Valley u16 Boys Representative
Rugby squad for 2026. 

Thames Valley u16
Girls Rep Rugby
Well done to Genevieve Unsworth, Isla
Freeman, Makuini Aupouri-Ederveen,
Nahlani Ngatokorua (Te Wharekura o
Hinemuri o Waitangi), and Hope Tawhiti
(Katikati College) on your selections for the
Thames Valley u16 Girls Representative
Rugby squad for 2026. 

Rugby League on The Rise!

Rugby League has officially kicked off
across our region, and it’s fantastic to see
the game continuing to grow and attract
more of our students.

The Waihi Warriors made their Rugby
League debut up in Coromandel last
Saturday and have had a fantastic start,
while the Whangamatā Whai Under 15s
are also enjoying a great run. We have
several Waihi College students involved
across both the Whangamatā Whai and
Waihi Warriors Rugby League Clubs, which
is awesome to see.

It’s exciting to see so many of our students
getting involved, developing their skills,
building new friendships and, most
importantly, loving the game. The growth of
Rugby League in our community is a real
positive and reflects the enthusiasm and
commitment of our young people.

This weekend, our teams head to
Whitianga for a Rugby League Carnival
Day, bringing clubs from across the
Hauraki District together for a great day of
games, competition and community spirit.

Play hard, Play Safe, and Enjoy the game. 

Waihi Netball Wrap Up  

What a fantastic season it had been for
Waihi Netball Centre! The 2026 season
was filled with growth, development,
learning and plenty of opportunities for our
players, coaches, umpires and volunteers.
It was wonderful to see so many of our
Waihi College students involved in the
Waihi Netball Centre Representative
program, continuing to develop their skills
and confidence and represent our region
with pride. Another huge highlight has been
the number of student umpires taking to
the courts this season. Developing our next
generation of umpires is so important for
the future of our game, and it has been
fantastic to see our young people stepping
up, learning and gaining confidence in this
space. 

A special congratulations to Addisyn
McIntyre, who received the Most Promising
Junior Umpire Award, and Eden Burton,
who was recognised with the Up-and-
Coming Junior Umpire Award. 

Our Year 7 & 8 teams had an outstanding
season. The results were:
Competition Round Winners: 8A
Competition Runners-up: 7&8 Kahu
Most Goals Scored: 8A 3 262 goals
Least Goals Scored Against: 8A 3 64
goals
 Effort Award: Waihi College Kea
Sportsmanship Award: 7&8 Korimako
Extreme Sportsmanship Award: 7A
Championship Round Winners: 8A
Championship Runners-up: 7&8 Kahu 
Best Dressed: 7A 
 
A further highlight for 8A was being
recognised as the Most Advanced Junior
Team of the Year. Their development
throughout the season saw them progress
beyond their original grade and earn an
invitation to compete in the Junior C Grade
where they showcased lots of basics done
well an incredible achievement!

Our secondary school teams also had a
strong season with lots of learnings
and an epic overtime Year 10a Final
that had you on the edge of your seat. The
results were:

Competition Round: 
 Senior Runners-up: Senior Girls
Development
Junior Secondary Pool A Runners-up:
Year 10 Development
Junior Secondary Pool B Runners-up:
10A
Championship Round Runners-up:
Senior Girls Development
Junior B Grade Championship Winners:
10A 
Junior C Grade Championship Winners:
8A
Junior C Grade Championship Runners-
up: Year 9 Development

Senior Secondary Overall Runners-
Up: Senior Girls Development
 
Sportsmanship It is always fantastic to
see teams recognised not only for their
results, but for the way they conduct
themselves on and off the court. The
Collegiate Sportsmanship Courtesy Cup
was shared between Waihi College Senior
Reserve, Whangamatā Area School Prems
and Paeroa College Senior Social.

The Junior Sportsmanship Cup was
shared between Waihi College Year 9
Development, Waihi College 8A and
Paeroa College White. A huge
congratulations to all of these teams for
demonstrating the values that make our
netball community such a great place to
be.

Best Dressed Seniors: Senior Girls
Development
Best Dressed Juniors: 9a

Well done to all involved in netball this
season, and thank you to our
coaches, managers, umpires
and supporters for all your amazing efforts. 

North Island Junior Netball
Championships

Our Waihi Under-16 Representative Netball
team wrapped up an incredible campaign
at the North Island Junior Netball
Championships in Taranaki, the pinnacle
event for representative netball at this age
group. Predominantly made up of Waihi
College players, the team proudly
represented Waihi on the North Island
stage and showed tremendous growth
throughout the season and during the
campaign. 

In the lead-up to Nationals, the girls
competed at regional representative
tournaments in Rotorua, Tauranga and
Hamilton, as well as our local junior
tournament. Each tournament provided
valuable experience and exposed the team
to increasingly tough competition. Taranaki
was the ultimate test where the girls faced
some extremely strong opposition,
including several very close games and
tough losses. While the results didn’t
always go our way, every game provided
valuable learnings and challenged the girls
to develop not only their skill sets, but also
their resilience, composure and mental
strength.

For some of our girls, this was their first
year playing netball, making their progress
throughout the campaign even more
impressive. The girls built strong
connections, created plenty of memories
and developed a genuine sense of team
throughout the season. They also showed
incredible determination, particularly those
carrying niggles and injuries while
continuing to put their best foot forward for
their teammates. This campaign has given
the girls a taste of what representative
netball at this level demands. They now
know the standard required, the areas they
need to work on and what it takes to
compete against some of the best teams in
the North Island.

A huge congratulations to the entire team
for an outstanding season. It has been a
fantastic learning curve. 

Thames Valley Golf
Our Thames Valley Secondary Schools
Golf Championships is well underway, with
three rounds completed and the final round
set to take place in Term 4.

We have had several students competing
across the championship rounds, including
a number of graded and ambrose, who
have continued to develop their skills while
enjoying the opportunity to get out on the
course and represent Waihi College.

It has been fantastic to see the growing
interest in golf, both within our school and
nationally. More and more students are
getting involved in the sport, and it is great
to see our students embracing the
challenge, building confidence and, most
importantly, enjoying their time on the
course. Full results for the Thames Valley
competition will be available following the
final round in Term 4.

A huge thank you to all of our parent
helpers and volunteers who have played a
key role in making it possible for our
students to participate in golf. Your support
is greatly appreciated!

Weet -Bix Kids Tryathlon
The Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon is coming to
Mount Maunganui on Sunday, 29
November 2026, at Arataki Park! Entries
are now open, with a special school group
link available for parents to register their
child, which will be emailed out to parents
and circulated via our social
media channels. 
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Winter Tournament Week 31st August – 4th September

North Island Secondary Schools Equestrian Cup - Sunday 30 August  - Friday 4th
September - Taupo

UNISS Monday 31st August - Friday 4th September - Hamilton

Aims Games - Sunday 6th - Friday 11th September - Tauranga  

Kurangaituku Netball Tournament - 12th / 13th September - Rotorua

Thames Valley Senior Volleyball Championships - Wednesday 23rd September -
Katikati College

Sports Prizegiving - Thursday 15th October (Term 4)
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