
 Kia ora whānau,
Spring is here, bringing longer days and a renewed sense
of energy to our kura.

Last week, we welcomed the Education
Review Office (ERO) to Waihi College. It
was a valuable opportunity to share the
rich story of our school and for ERO to
meet with our students, staff, Board and
wider community.

ERO has shared its initial findings with us.
These findings are not yet final, as further
evidence is still being considered.
ERO recognised Waihi College as a
welcoming, caring and inclusive school,
built on strong relationships and guided by
visible school values. They acknowledged
our effective pastoral and wellbeing
support, along with the broad range of
leadership, sporting, cultural and
extracurricular opportunities available to
our students. Our young people reported
feeling safe, connected and well supported.
ERO also identified areas where we need
to strengthen our practice, which we are
currently reviewing.

Our caring and inclusive school culture is a
clear strength. Our next step is to build on
this so every student receives consistently
effective teaching and has the opportunity
to succeed. Our leadership team and
Board will work through ERO’s feedback
and keep our community updated. 
This is an opportunity to strengthen the
Waihi College Way and build greater
consistency across our kura. I am grateful
for the professionalism, care and
commitment our staff show our rangatahi
each day.

There has also been plenty to celebrate.
We had tremendous student support for
Daffodil Day last week and raised more
than $1,000 for cancer research and
support. You may have seen the article
published online and in our local
newspaper highlighting how our young
people are striving to make a positive
difference for others. What a brilliant effort!

Congratulations also to our rock band, who
competed at the ITM Music Festival last
week and performed an original piece
composed by one of our own students. We
are always thrilled to find different ways for
our young people to shine, and we are
incredibly proud of how confidently they
step forward and share their talents.
Our very best wishes go to the Waihi
College Netball A team, who are away
competing at UNISS this week. We know
they will represent our college with pride,
determination and excellent
sportsmanship.

Although spring has arrived, winter bugs
are still circulating and affecting both
students and staff. If your young person is
unwell, please keep them at home and let
the college know about their absence. This
helps protect the wellbeing of our whole
school community.
If you would like to get in touch about any
aspect of college life, please feel welcome
to email me so we can arrange a time to
kōrero.

The second assessment window for Literacy and
Numeracy will start on the 7th September through to the
18th September for students in Year 10 through to 13.  

For students in Year 11-13 who do not have Literacy or
Numeracy, this testing is compulsory.  For students in
Year 10, the testing is strongly encouraged.  

There is a small group of Year 9 students who have
opted in to one or more of the Reading, Writing or
Numeracy assessments.  Jo Howell will
contact caregivers directly.

 Sports Prizegiving: Thursday 15th
October

Cultural Prizegiving & Art Exhibition:
Tuesday 27th October

Senior Service & Endeavour
Prizegiving: Tuesday 3rd November

Senior Academic Prizegiving:
Thursday 5th November

Junior Service & Endeavour
Prizegiving: Monday 7th December

Junior Academic Prizegiving:
Tuesday 8th December

GOOD LUCK TO OUR
TOURNAMENT
STUDENTS! 

Next week is a big one for many of our
students as they head away to compete
and represent Waih, College! A huge
GOOD LUCK to everyone taking part in:
College A Equestrian AIMS Games Senior
Development Netball We’re incredibly
proud of you all and wish you the very best
for your competitions. 

Are you a maker, baker, artist or creator?

Waihi Arts in Town is coming up, and we’re looking
for students who might like to get involved! Maybe
you make pottery, jewellery, art, crafts, baking,
clothing, decorations 3 or something completely
different. If you have a creative skill or talent you
could show and teach to others, we’d love to hear
from you.

¢  THANK YOU, WAIH+ COLLEGE! ¢

A huge thank you to everyone who got
involved and supported Daffodil Day this
year!
Between the Leos’ Bake Sale, the Year 8
Sausage Sizzle, and our school-wide
mufti day, we raised just over $1,000 for
the Cancer Society! +

What an awesome effort from our students,
staff and wider school community. Every
contribution helped make a difference.
Well done, Waih, College 3 we should be
proud! ¢ +

IGNITE ENGINEERING
CAMP 3 SUMMER 2027 
Are you in Year 11313 and curious about
engineering, STEM, or what university life
could look like? Ignite Engineering Camp is
a FREE five-day summer camp held in
January at Waipapa Taumata Rau |
University of Auckland. Run by Youth
Without Borders, Ignite gives students the
chance to explore the world of engineering,
experience university life and discover
where a future in STEM could take them.

 �  Sunday 11 October 2026
The 2026 Trail Trilogy is all systems go,
and organisers are looking for student
volunteers to help as course marshals
on the day!

Marshals will be positioned at various
locations from Waih,, through the
Karangahake Gorge and on to Paeroa,
helping to support participants and keep
the event running smoothly.

WALK THE TALK 3
WAIH+ COLLEGE IS
GETTING INVOLVED! 
This September, Waih, College is proud to
be taking part in Walk the Talk 2026,
Youthline’s 30-day movement and
fundraising challenge supporting the
wellbeing and mental health of young
people across Aotearoa. The challenge is
simple 3 get moving every day throughout
September! You can walk, run, swim, bike,
paddle, dance or choose whatever
movement works for you. At the same time,
we’ll be raising funds to help keep
Youthline’s free 24/7 Helpline available for
rangatahi who need someone to talk to. 

Every dollar raised through Walk the Talk
goes directly towards supporting the
Helpline, which is available to young
people by phone, text, webchat and
WhatsApp. We’d love our students, staff,
whānau and wider Waih, College
community to get behind us. You can join
in, share our page or make a donation 3
every bit of support makes a difference.
Support Waih, College here:
https://walkthetalk.nz/o/waihi-college Get
moving. Start conversations. Support our
rangatahi.

Let’s Walk the Talk, Waih, College!

Our Culinary Stars Make
the News! 
What a fantastic shout-out for our talented
Waihi College culinary students in this
week’s Valley Profile! Following their
incredible success at the Waikato Culinary
Fare, our students have been recognised
for their skill, creativity, teamwork and hard
mahi 3 bringing home an amazing
collection of Gold, Silver and Bronze
medals. We’re so proud to see these
awesome young wāhine celebrated out in
our wider community. A huge
congratulations again to all of the girls
involved, and to the staff who supported
them along the way.Thanks to the Valley
Profile for sharing their success 3 and go
girls!

OLD JUMPERS
ANYONE?

Waihi College needs your old jumpers for
Spirit Days! Can you help? Please drop
into the Student Centre.

FUTURE
PATHWAYS WITH
MRS GRAVESON

We’re encouraging all students and
caregivers to download the SchoolBridge
app 4 your new first port of call for all
things school-related.  

Mark absences in seconds  

Check notices and updates  

Stay in the loop wherever you are

Getting started is easy:

STEP1:  download the Schoolbridge App
Either scan the QR code or download via
App Store or Google Play
STEP 2: Sign in with your school registered
email
For caregivers, this is the email address
you used when enrolling your student and
for students, it is your school email
address. If you are unsure, use the
8Request a Magic Sign-in Code9 option

ATTENDANCE
MATTERS

For more information about why
attendance matters, please check out the
handy PDF, recently shared by Amanda
Cook, found on our website in the Latest
News section.

If you have any questions about
attendance, please get in touch with us.
You can email  Amanda at
amandac@waihicol.school.nz or contact
Susan in the Student Centre at
susant@waihicol.school.nz.  

ISSUE 24 2026  

Ngā mihi nui,
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

DID YOU KNOW? 4 THE STORY BEHIND SPIRIT DAYS
Spirit Days at Waih, College are about much more than house colours, competitions and
having fun.

The tradition began in 1988 in memory of much-loved physics teacher Martin Barber,
who tragically passed away in a car accident. Spirit Days were created to celebrate the
things Martin valued 4 fun, friendship and school spirit. His family donated the Martin
Barber Cup, which is still awarded to the winning house each year.

Over the years, Spirit Days have grown to become a celebration of all those we have
lost who have touched the hearts of our Waih, College whānau. It is a time to
celebrate life, connection and aroha, while remembering those who have been an
important part of our school community.

He taonga te whanaungatanga 4 relationships are a treasure. 9�

Literacy and Numeracy Common Assessment
Activities

Please contact Jo Howell ASAP (joh@waihicol.school.nz) if you have any questions.

Here's a snapshot of our upcoming month from the SchoolBridge calendar.

With so many sports fixtures, trips, events, assessments and activities happening
throughout the term, our calendar is updated regularly. This snapshot is a great guide, but
SchoolBridge is always the most up-to-date place to check what's happening at Waih,
College. We encourage all whānau to check the SchoolBridge calendar regularly and
download the SchoolBridge app to stay informed wherever you are. You can download the
SchoolBridge app easily. Check out the instructions in the Parent Corner section of this
newsletter, or head to the Keeping Informed section on our website.

PRIZEGIVINGS
Our end-of-year prizegivings are always an exciting time at Waih, College! With our
students shining in so many different ways, we hold a number of prizegivings to make
sure their achievements, talents, service and hard work are recognised and celebrated.
Here are the dates confirmed so far:

Please keep an eye on the SchoolBridge calendar for further details, including times, as
they are confirmed. We look forward to celebrating our ākonga and all they have achieved
throughout the year!

SHAVE FOR A CURE & SPRING CONCERT 
Tuesday 22 September | 6.30pm | Waihi College Hall

Join us for a fantastic evening of bravery, music, fun and fundraising as our Shave for a
Cure event comes together with our Spring Concert!

Shave for a Cure
We’re looking for brave students willing to shave, cut or colour their hair to raise funds for
Blood Cancer New Zealand. You can also get behind our participants by donating and
cheering them on! Signing up is easy! Head to the Waih, College Shave for a Cure
page:https://www.shaveforacure.co.nz/fundraisers/WaihiCollege471 Register and create
your fundraising page. Select School as your shave location and make sure you join the
Waih, College team.

Spring Concert
Our Music students will take to the stage to showcase what they’ve been working on
throughout the year. These performances form part of their music assessment
requirements, so it’s a wonderful opportunity for whānau and our community to come
along, enjoy some great music and support our talented students.

Gold coin entry
Bring a gold coin at the door and you choose where it goes 3 either to our Music
Department, helping support students through the purchase of new musical instruments,
or to our Shave for a Cure fundraiser supporting Blood Cancer New Zealand.

Food
 Food will also be available to purchase on the night, with proceeds split between the two
causes. Whether you’re braving the chop, taking the stage, supporting a participant or
simply coming along for a great night, we’d love to see you there. One night, two great
causes, plenty of music and fun 3 all while supporting our students and the wider
community.

Give it your all, support your teammates, enjoy the experience and represent Waih,
College with pride. Go well, everyone 3 we’ll be cheering you on

»  ARE YOU READY TO ROCK? Ç
We’re starting to look ahead to next year’s school musical and want to see who might
be keen to get involved in The Buddy Holly Story!
This is a fantastic show packed with iconic rock ’n’ roll music, energy and plenty of
opportunities to perform.
We’re looking to see what interest there is from students who would love to be involved,
including:
Ç  Around 15 musicians 3 a great opportunity for instrumentalists to perform live
�  Around 5 actors 3 for key acting and character roles
�  Dancers 3 to bring the music and era to life on stage
Whether you love playing music, acting, dancing 3 or just want to be part of an awesome
school production 3 we’d love to hear from you!
Interested? Let Mr Randell or Wendy know! » � Ç

Student Representative Nominees for 2027
Congratulations to Anakah Lewis and Xavier Motley, who have put themselves forward as
our Student Representative nominees for 2027! It’s fantastic to see students willing to step
up, represent their peers and have a voice in the future of Waih, College. Voting will take
place on Wednesday 9 September. Over the coming days, we’ll share more about Anakah
and Xavier, their ideas, priorities and what they each stand for, so students can make an
informed choice when it’s time to vote. Well done Anakah and Xavier, and best of luck!

:  LAST DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSE FOR
2026 3 THAMES :
Do you have your Restricted Licence and want to move on to your Full Licence
sooner? The upcoming Defensive Driving Course in Thames will be the last course for
2026, so eligible students are encouraged to book now.

�  Particularly important if you gained your Restricted Licence from August 2025
onwards and want the opportunity to progress to your Full Licence before the end of this
year.
�  It’s also worthwhile for students who gained their Restricted Licence from February
2026 onwards. Completing the course can reduce the amount of time you need to hold
your Restricted before progressing to your Full Licence.

2  Thames High School
Ê  4.00pm36.00pm
�  Starts Tuesday 7 September
The course runs over four sessions 3 Tuesday and Thursday, followed by Tuesday and
Thursday the following week.
¤  Cost: $245 per person
â  Bookings are made directly through the AA website. When booking, select
<THAMES= as the location:
https://www.aa.co.nz/drivers/driving-school/defensive-driving-course/

3  Licence rule changes are coming: The new 12-month Restricted Licence period will
only apply to people who gain their Restricted Licence after 27 January 2027.
If getting your Full Licence sooner is important to you, don’t miss this final 2026 course.

CALLING ALL YOUNG CREATORS! 

Students will have the opportunity to have their own stall at the Arts Day, showcase what
they create and offer a small workshop or hands-on activity that people can sign up for -
earning you money! You don’t need to have everything figured out yet 3 if you have an
idea, or even think <I could probably teach someone how to make that!=, come and have a
chat with Wendy to find out more.

Create it. Share it. Teach it. Earn from it.

The camp is particularly suited to students who are still figuring out what they might like to
do after secondary school and want the opportunity to explore engineering, STEM and
tertiary study. Five-day camp in January Fully funded 3 no cost to attend Open to Year 113
13 students Explore engineering and STEM pathways Experience life at the University of
Auckland Applications close 25th September 2026. Find out more and access application
information via the Ignite Engineering Camp Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/share/1EhKnAp5L5/
Interested or want to know more? Have a chat with Ms Clare.This is a fantastic
opportunity to explore what your future could look like!

½  STUDENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 3 TRAIL
TRILOGY 2026!

This is a great opportunity to get involved in a fantastic local event, give back to our
community and gain some volunteering experience.
'  The Trail Trilogy also supports our local community, with donations from the event
going to Waih, & Paeroa Lions and Sport’n’Action Waih,.
T  Keen to be a marshal?
Please contact Jo at  Jo.Heath@hauraki-dc.govt.nz to put your name down or find out
more. Save the date and get involved!

LEAVING SCHOOL MAGAZINE LINK
To check out the current issue of the Leaving School Magazine, please head to this link:
https://oliverlee.co.nz/leavingschool-issue36/

Auckland University of Technology
(AUT) Scholarships:

Applications for the AUT Knowledge That Works Scholarships are currently open
and close on 1 September 2026.

International Scholarship applications are expected to open later this month. Further
information will be shared once confirmed.

 Accommodation:

Application dates are still being finalised. In previous years, applications have
typically opened in early August and closed in late September. We’ll let you know as
soon as the confirmed dates are available.

Events:

AUT LIVE is happening on 29 August. More details will be shared soon, but you
can join the journey now, register through the AUT LIVE link to stay updated on
everything AUT LIVE related like the app, the schedule, and how to plan your day:
https://www.aut.ac.nz/live. We would love you to share this with your students and
their whanau so they can make the most of this opportunity. 

OTAGO UNIVERSITY
Chat to Mrs G if you'd like to know more about any of these:

SIT TELFORD CAMPUS
Telford will be hosting a second Open Day for 2026 on Wednesday, 23 September, giving
students another chance to experience life and study on a working commercial farm. The
event is ideal for students interested in:

Agriculture

Livestock and Dairy Farming

Equine Studies

Rural Animal Health

Machinery and Practical Farm Skills

The Open Day includes:

1. Guided campus and farm tours

2. Opportunities to meet tutors and current students

3. Information on study and career pathways

4. Insights into student life and accommodation

5. Industry-focused learning opportunities

6. Complimentary sausage sizzles

Please see Mrs G at Gateway Office or email carolyng@waihicol.school.nz

Ý  FREE ONLINE SAFETY WEBINAR
Parents, caregivers and whānau are invited to tune in to a FREE online webinar on
Wednesday 4 November from 7.0038.30pm.
The Digital Sexual Landscape and Online Harm, presented by Tūturu in conversation
with The Light Project, will explore the online world our young people are navigating
today.
The webinar will offer practical, evidence-based information to help whānau better
understand online safety, digital wellbeing and the challenges young people may
encounter online, as well as how we can support them with confidence.
�  Wednesday 4 November 2026
⏰  7.0038.30pm
Ý  FREE online webinar
We encourage parents, caregivers and whānau to take advantage of this valuable
opportunity. Grab a cuppa, tune in from home and join the kōrero!
â  Scan the QR code on the flyer to access the webinar.

A huge thank you to everyone who took the time to respond to our Health Education
Consultation. Your feedback is incredibly valuable and will help us continue shaping a
programme that supports the wellbeing, learning and future success of our rangatahi.
Congratulations also to our prize draw winners 4 Rachael Coll, who won a $50 Fuel
voucher, and Thaleya Gainfort, who won a $50 New World voucher. Thank you again
to everyone who shared their thoughts with us.

SCHOOL BRIDGE APP: Stay connected.
Stay informed. Keep it simple

It’s quick, convenient, and we’ll be adding even more features as we go. Jump on board
today and make school communication smoother for everyone! Head to the Latest News
section of our website for handy links.

Remember, an easy way to keep us informed about your student's attendance is via
the School Bridge App (further details shown above). 

Download it now and keep in touch with all things going on at Waih, College.

This newsletter can also be found on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz
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