
Kia ora e te whānau,

Thank you to the whānau who joined us for our first Kōrero
and Kai last term. This relaxed evening of sharing was a
wonderful opportunity to listen, connect and hear what we
collectively hope for our young people. Our Board really
values your voice and the relationships that help us build a
community around our rangatahi.

A Board survey will also be coming your
way soon, asking how we can best meet
our students’ needs. Please take the time
to respond. Your voice matters and helps
shape the direction our kura takes. With
education facing increasing pressures and
change, we need to stay grounded in the
needs of our learners and community, with
a clear purpose guiding the changes we
make.

Term 4 brings many opportunities to
celebrate our young people through end-of-
year prizegivings and presentations.
Please keep an eye on the school website
and calendars for dates and details during
this busy time. We look forward to sharing
these special occasions with you.

Our seniors have just four weeks left with
us4the time is going too fast! Please
encourage your young person to dig deep,
attend every day and make the most of
every class. These final weeks are vital for
completing assessments, getting help
where it is needed and gathering the
knowledge and guidance to head into
exams feeling prepared. Together, we can
help them finish 2026 with their best foot
forward.

Ngā mihi nui,
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

Winter Sports & Champions
Prizegiving: 15th October at 9am in
the Hall

Cultural Prizegiving: 27th October
(following the Senior Art Exhibition in
the Hub) at 6pm in the Hall 

Top Sports Prizegiving: 29th October
(evening) time TBC in the Hall

Senior Service & Endeavour
Prizegiving: 3rd November at 12
noon in the Hall

Senior Academic Prizegiving: 5th
November at 6pm in the Hall 

Junior Service & Endeavour
Prizegiving: 7th December (day
time) time TBC in the Hall

Junior Academic Prizegiving: 8th
December (day time) time TBC in
the Hall

Please keep an eye on the SchoolBridge
calendar for further details, including
times, as they are confirmed. 

We look forward to celebrating our
ākonga and all they have achieved
throughout the year!

MUFTI DAY –
Friday 16
October! 
Ditch the uniform, wear your mufti and
bring along a gold coin donation! 

All money raised will go towards our
Hardship Fund, helping support students
with sports costs and fees. 

Every gold coin helps our students get
involved! 

Thanks
Indie, Kayla, Kylia, Ashleigh

LAST CALL FOR
YUMMY STICKERS! 
If you’ve got a secret stash of Yummy
stickers hiding in a drawer, lunchbox or at
home, now’s the time to hand them
in!We’ve managed to fill a few sheets
already. but every sticker counts and helps
earn rewards for our school.Have a hunt
and send those stickers our way!

A huge thank you to our amazing
community, students, staff and BOT
members for coming out and supporting
our students. It was fantastic to see such a
great crowd enjoying the Head Shave and
musical performances.

A massive shout-out to our incredible Mr
Randell, who put so much work into
getting our students ready and giving them
the confidence and opportunity to show us
what they can do. And to every student
who got up on that stage 3 you were
amazing! It takes real guts to perform in
front of a crowd, especially when you’re
also being assessed. You should all be
incredibly proud of yourselves, because we
certainly are! 

And then there were our equally brave
Shave for a Cure students! A huge shout-
out to our event lead and ponytail chopper
Reese Neame, fellow choppers Ivy Guiton
and Nicita van der Merwe, and our
shavers Hamish Sanderson, Jaxon
Sanderson, Lockie Sole, Pieter van der
Merwe and Camarli DuNasemant. Putting
your hair on the line in front of a crowd
takes plenty of courage too 3 but, more
importantly, these students did it to make a
difference for others.

And what a difference they made!
Together, our Shave for a Cure
fundraising raised just over $3,000 for
Blood Cancer New Zealand! That is an
incredible effort, and we are so proud of
every one of them for getting behind such
an important cause, fundraising, and being
brave enough to follow through on the
night.

A very special thank you also to Sharee
Samkin from Steinies HairMasters, who
generously gave her time to be our
hairdresser for the evening 3 she made
sure everyone went home looking great!

On top of the fantastic $3,000+ raised for
Blood Cancer New Zealand, our gold
coin entry and food stall also raised
money for the Waihī College Music
Department, helping support more
opportunities for our talented young
musicians.

Thank you again to everyone who
performed, shaved, chopped, organised,
cooked, served, donated, helped behind
the scenes or simply came along and
cheered our students on. It was a brilliant
night of courage, talent, community and
generosity.

All the photos from the night have been
downloaded and shared in the School Photos

section of our website – be sure to check them
out!

We finished off Term 3 with two fantastic
days of fun, energy and school spirit at
Waihī College!

Our second and final day of Spirit Days
was packed with incredible lip sync
performances, cup stacking, Finish the
Lyrics and plenty of laughter, enthusiasm
and friendly competition.
A huge congratulations to our 2026 Spirit
Days winners:
¾  1st – Royal
�  2nd – Amaranth
�  3rd equal – Empire & Dominion

A very special congratulations to Camarli
Dunasemant, who took out the Emilie
Silberer Cup for Junior Spirit, and to
Reese Neame, winner of the Jodi Alsdorf
Shield for Senior Spirit. Both were very
deserving recipients!

Another brilliant Spirit Days done and
dusted for 2026! A massive thank you to
everyone who dressed up, got involved,
cheered loudly and helped make these two
days such a success.

What an awesome way to wrap up Term 3.

FUTURE
PATHWAYS WITH
MRS GRAVESON

Ý  FREE ONLINE SAFETY
WEBINAR
Parents, caregivers and whānau are invited
to tune in to a FREE online webinar on
Wednesday 4 November from 7.00–
8.30pm.
The Digital Sexual Landscape and
Online Harm, presented by Tūturu in
conversation with The Light Project, will
explore the online world our young people
are navigating today.
The webinar will offer practical, evidence-
based information to help whānau better
understand online safety, digital
wellbeing and the challenges young
people may encounter online, as well as
how we can support them with confidence.

Parents & Caregivers –
We’d love your
feedback!
Know My Child is gathering feedback from
parents and caregivers whose child may
learn, think, process or experience the
world a little differently 4 whether or not
they have a diagnosis or formal
assessment.

We’re encouraging all students and
caregivers to download the SchoolBridge
app 4 your new first port of call for all
things school-related.  

Mark absences in seconds  

Check notices and updates  

Stay in the loop wherever you are

Getting started is easy:

STEP1:  download the Schoolbridge App
Either scan the QR code or download via
App Store or Google Play
STEP 2: Sign in with your school registered
email
For caregivers, this is the email address
you used when enrolling your student and
for students, it is your school email
address. If you are unsure, use the
8Request a Magic Sign-in Code9 option

ATTENDANCE
MATTERS

For more information about why
attendance matters, please check out the
handy PDF, shared by Amanda Cook, and
also found on our website in the Latest
News section.

If you have any questions about
attendance, please get in touch with us.
You can email  Amanda at
amandac@waihicol.school.nz or contact
Susan in the Student Centre at
susant@waihicol.school.nz.  
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Here are the main themes we heard in response to each question:

What strengths does our community already have? A close-knit, supportive
community, generous volunteers and diverse local industries4including farming,
mining, tourism and trades4with valuable opportunities for work experience and
future employment.

How do we help every student feel like they belong? Know each learner well,
listen to their interests and aspirations, value their differences and ensure they feel
supported, encouraged and believed in.

What does a successful young person from Waihi look like? Someone who is
happy, healthy and confident in their identity, proud of their progress, and equipped
with the skills, independence and direction to take their next step.

How can our community help our rangatahi thrive? Through mentoring,
practical experiences, volunteering, employment and places to connect4and by
involving young people in the conversations and decisions that affect them.

What opportunities do our young people need? Diverse learning and career
pathways, positive role models, support for different learning needs, and
opportunities to develop practical, social and digital skills for a changing world.

Do you have a concern or question? Questions about detention and
consequences highlighted the need for clear communication about behaviour
expectations, accountability and how we work with whānau to support positive
change.

We look forward to hosting our second Kai and Kōrero later this term4please watch this
space!

A note from the Board of Trustees:

Thank you to the whānau who responded to our recent survey about the current Year 13
uniform. We have also heard from senior students and received questions about
expectations for piercings, accessories and hair.
The Board will explore these matters further in 2027, with further consultation and
guidance to follow. Hearing from students and whānau will help inform this work as we
consider expectations that support belonging, reflect our College values and are clear for
everyone.
In the meantime, our current uniform expectations continue to apply. Thank you for
sharing your views and supporting our young people.

Waihī College – Sporting Success Beyond the School Gates!

Did you know that Waihī College has a proud history of producing talented sportspeople
who have gone on to achieve success on both the national and international stage? 

From representing their regions and New Zealand to competing against some of the best
athletes in the world, our past students have shown just how far determination, dedication
and hard work can take you. Some have even come back to work here :)

We are incredibly proud of our former students who have made their mark in the sporting
world and continue to inspire the next generation of Waihī College athletes.

Once a Waihī College student, always part of our story! 

Here's a snapshot of our upcoming month from the SchoolBridge calendar.

With so many sports fixtures, trips, events, assessments and activities happening
throughout the term, our calendar is updated regularly. This snapshot is a great guide, but
SchoolBridge is always the most up-to-date place to check what's happening at Waihī
College. We encourage all whānau to check the SchoolBridge calendar regularly and
download the SchoolBridge app to stay informed wherever you are. You can download the
SchoolBridge app easily. Check out the instructions in the Parent Corner section of this
newsletter, or head to the Keeping Informed section on our website.

PRIZEGIVINGS
Our end-of-year prizegivings are always an exciting time at Waihī College! With our
students shining in so many different ways, we hold a number of prizegivings to make
sure their achievements, talents, service and hard work are recognised and celebrated.
Here are the dates confirmed so far:

...

HEAD SHAVE & SPRING CONCERT

SPIRIT DAYS 2026

All the photos can be viewed via the School Photos 
page on our website.

LEAVING SCHOOL MAGAZINE LINK
To check out the current issue of the Leaving School Magazine, please head to this link:
https://oliverlee.co.nz/leavingschool-issue36/

�  Wednesday 4 November 2026
⏰  7.00–8.30pm

Ý  FREE online webinar
We encourage parents, caregivers and whānau to take advantage of this valuable

opportunity. Grab a cuppa, tune in from home and join the kōrero!
â  Scan the QR code on the flyer to access the webinar.

ENROL TO VOTE - IT'S EASY: 
https://vote.nz/enrolling/enrol-or-update/enrol-or-update-online

REGISTER HERE:
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/o/73401568303

The anonymous survey takes around 12 minutes, and the more families who take part,
the more valuable the findings will be. Your experiences could help shape future support
for children and whānau.

â  Complete the survey here:
https://surveymars.com/q/71kbVKogu

Please feel free to share with other parents and caregivers who may be interested.

SCHOOL BRIDGE APP: Stay connected.
Stay informed. Keep it simple

It’s quick, convenient, and we’ll be adding even more features as we go. Jump on board
today and make school communication smoother for everyone! Head to the Latest News
section of our website for handy links.

Remember, an easy way to keep us informed about your student's attendance is via
the School Bridge App (further details shown above). 

Download it now and keep in touch with all things going on at Waihī College.

This newsletter can also be found on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz
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