
Kia ora koutou katoa,

At today’s assembly, I shared a message with our
students: leadership starts with you. You do not need a
badge, a title or a captain’s role to lead. It begins with
everyday choices4turning up, having another go, taking
responsibility, showing kindness and asking for help when
you need it.

Last week’s Winter Sport celebrations
showed these values in action. We
celebrated achievement alongside the
commitment behind it: cold mornings, wet
practices, listening to feedback, recovering
from mistakes and continuing to show up
for a team.

Some of the season’s most meaningful
successes happened quietly4a student
growing in confidence, mastering a skill,
encouraging a teammate or responding
respectfully after a disappointing result.
These are lessons our young people can
carry into their classrooms, relationships
and future pathways. Leadership is there
whenever someone takes responsibility for
their contribution and helps others
succeed.

Congratulations to our award recipients
and to every student who represented
Waihi College this winter. Thank you to our
coaches, managers, staff, officials,
volunteers and whānau. Your time,
encouragement, transport, fundraising and
sideline support make these opportunities
possible. We deeply appreciate the people
who keep showing up for our young
people.

To all students sitting derived grade
exams this week and next, we wish you
every success. We believe in you and in
your ability to keep making progress.
Prepare well, get some rest, arrive ready
and give each exam your best effort. If you
are unsure or feeling overwhelmed, please
speak with your teachers early. There are
people here ready to help.

That encouragement extends to every
learner. Attend each day, complete the
work still ahead and make use of the
support available. Encourage your mates
to do the same. 

Whānau, thank you for helping your young
people maintain routines, talk through
challenges and keep their eyes on what
they want to achieve. Let’s help them finish
with pride in their effort and the progress
they have made.

Next week brings two wonderful
opportunities to celebrate together:

Tuesday 27 October: Arts &
Cultural Prizegiving 4 evening

Thursday 29 October: Supreme
Sports Prizegiving 4 evening

Cultural Prizegiving: 27th October
(following the Senior Art Exhibition in
the Hub) at 6pm in the Hall 

29th October at 6pm in the Hall BY
INVITATION ONLY

Senior Service & Endeavour
Prizegiving: 3rd November at 12
noon in the Hall

Senior Academic Prizegiving: 5th
November at 6pm in the Hall 

Junior Service & Endeavour
Prizegiving: 7th December (day
time) time TBC in the Hall

Junior Academic Prizegiving: 8th
December (day time) time TBC in
the Hall

Please keep an eye on the SchoolBridge
calendar for further details, including
times, as they are confirmed. 

We look forward to celebrating our
ākonga and all they have achieved
throughout the year!

This term our International students in
Painting have been working on artworks
inspired by New Zealand landscapes and
artist models. Their work will be on show at
Art Waikino over Labour weekend! Erana
will also be exhibiting her tropical sea
painting she has been working on this year.
 Be sure to pop in and see! 

Exhibition Details: 
Waikino Hall Friday 23 - Monday 26th Oct.
10am-4pm Gold coin entry

FUTURE
PATHWAYS WITH
MRS GRAVESON

Ý  FREE ONLINE SAFETY
WEBINAR
Parents, caregivers and whānau are invited
to tune in to a FREE online webinar on
Wednesday 4 November from 7.003
8.30pm.
The Digital Sexual Landscape and
Online Harm, presented by Tūturu in
conversation with The Light Project, will
explore the online world our young people
are navigating today.
The webinar will offer practical, evidence-
based information to help whānau better
understand online safety, digital
wellbeing and the challenges young
people may encounter online, as well as
how we can support them with confidence.

Parents & Caregivers 3
We’d love your
feedback!
Know My Child is gathering feedback from
parents and caregivers whose child may
learn, think, process or experience the
world a little differently 4 whether or not
they have a diagnosis or formal
assessment.

We’re encouraging all students and
caregivers to download the SchoolBridge
app 4 your new first port of call for all
things school-related.  

Mark absences in seconds  

Check notices and updates  

Stay in the loop wherever you are

Getting started is easy:

STEP1:  download the Schoolbridge App
Either scan the QR code or download via
App Store or Google Play
STEP 2: Sign in with your school registered
email
For caregivers, this is the email address
you used when enrolling your student and
for students, it is your school email
address. If you are unsure, use the
8Request a Magic Sign-in Code9 option

ATTENDANCE
MATTERS

For more information about why
attendance matters, please check out the
handy PDF, shared by Amanda Cook, and
also found on our website in the Latest
News section.

If you have any questions about
attendance, please get in touch with us.
You can email  Amanda at
amandac@waihicol.school.nz or contact
Susan in the Student Centre at
susant@waihicol.school.nz.  
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As we move through our final term, those choices matter. There is learning to complete,
assessments to finish and much to celebrate. When we feel tired or our motivation slips,
we sometimes need to dig deep, reconnect with our goals and take the next step. My
challenge to our young people is to finish the academic year all the way through, making
choices today that their future selves will thank them for.

We also explored the idea of being a wayfinder: a navigator who reads the signs around
them to guide a journey. Across the Pacific, skilled navigators have used knowledge of the
stars, winds and ocean to guide waka across vast distances. Our students do not need
their whole future mapped out, but they do need a sense of direction, people who can
support them and the courage to begin. Our College values4Manaakitanga,
Whanaungatanga, Kotahitanga and Kaitiakitanga4help guide that journey.

Please join us to acknowledge the creativity, dedication, talent and perseverance of our
young people, and the people who support them. Keep an eye on school communications
for event details.

Let’s keep turning up for ourselves and for one another, bringing encouragement, care
and determination to these final weeks.

Kia kaha, kia māia, kia manawanui.
Ngā mihi nui,
Briar Principal | Tumuaki Waihi College

Here's a snapshot of our upcoming month from the SchoolBridge calendar.

With so many sports fixtures, trips, events, assessments and activities happening
throughout the term, our calendar is updated regularly. This snapshot is a great guide, but
SchoolBridge is always the most up-to-date place to check what's happening at Waihī
College. We encourage all whānau to check the SchoolBridge calendar regularly and
download the SchoolBridge app to stay informed wherever you are. You can download the
SchoolBridge app easily. Check out the instructions in the Parent Corner section of this
newsletter, or head to the Keeping Informed section on our website.

PLEASE CHECK YOUR EMAILS
Please check your emails for the Whanau Survey from our Board of Trustees. Your
answers will help us focus on the priorities that matter most to our school community.

PRIZEGIVINGS
Our end-of-year prizegivings are always an exciting time at Waihī College! With our
students shining in so many different ways, we hold a number of prizegivings to make
sure their achievements, talents, service and hard work are recognised and celebrated.
Here are the dates confirmed so far:

ART WAIKINO

Year 7 Trip to Sapphire Springs
Our Year 7 students are looking forward to a fun day out at Sapphire Springs on
Wednesday 2 December (Week 8)!
The cost is $10 per student, with payment due by Friday 20 November (Week 6).
We are also looking for some parent helpers to join us for the day. If you are available and
would like to come along, please contact Ange Edwards at angelae@waihicol.school.nz.

We’re looking forward to a great day!

JAPAN EXCHANGES 3 EXPERIENCES
OF A LIFETIME! 
What an incredible experience for our Waihī College students who recently returned from
their overseas exchanges! Our girls had an amazing time visiting Kyoritsu High School,
while our boys enjoyed an equally memorable experience at Seibu Bunri High School.

A huge thank you to everyone who helped make these opportunities possible, whether
through sponsorship, fundraising, support or encouragement. We are also incredibly
grateful to the host families at both ends of the exchanges who welcomed our students
into their homes, and to the staff and teachers who accompanied and supported them
along the way.

And finally, a massive thank you to our students for representing Waihī College so well.
We've received such wonderful feedback, and we couldn't be prouder of you all! From
everything we've seen and heard, it looks like you've had the experiences of a lifetime,
made some amazing memories and formed friendships that will last well beyond these
trips. What fantastic opportunities for our young people!

LEAVING SCHOOL MAGAZINE LINK
To check out the current issue of the Leaving School Magazine, please head to this link:
https://oliverlee.co.nz/leavingschool-issue36/

�  Wednesday 4 November 2026
⏰  7.0038.30pm

Ý  FREE online webinar
We encourage parents, caregivers and whānau to take advantage of this valuable

opportunity. Grab a cuppa, tune in from home and join the kōrero!
â  Scan the QR code on the flyer to access the webinar.

REGISTER HERE:
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/o/73401568303

The anonymous survey takes around 12 minutes, and the more families who take part,
the more valuable the findings will be. Your experiences could help shape future support
for children and whānau.

â  Complete the survey here:
https://surveymars.com/q/71kbVKogu

Please feel free to share with other parents and caregivers who may be interested.

SCHOOL BRIDGE APP: Stay connected.
Stay informed. Keep it simple

It’s quick, convenient, and we’ll be adding even more features as we go. Jump on board
today and make school communication smoother for everyone! Head to the Latest News
section of our website for handy links.

Remember, an easy way to keep us informed about your student's attendance is via
the School Bridge App (further details shown above). 

Download it now and keep in touch with all things going on at Waihī College.

This newsletter can also be found on our website: 
www.waihicol.school.nz
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